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KETEKAMES Jaacſon, Eſq; by the 
= 7 Na ſteadieſt Application to Traf- 
s fic in the Mercantile Way, for 
KAM a ſucceſsful Courſe of forty- 
five Vears; together with the embracing 
of every favourable Occaſion, whereof 
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the latter End of the laſt Century fur- 
niſhed him with divers, for augmenting 
his Stock of ready Caſh into an immenſe 
Heap, had amaſſed together a Hundred 
and Fifty Thouſand Pounds, at leaſt ; 
when, towards the Beginning of Queen 
Ann's Reign, a violent Fever, after a 
tew Days Seizure of his Perſon, withdrew 
him, to render an Account of the Im- 
provement of thoſe Talents that had 
been committed to him. 

As it but ſeldom happens, that Fa- 
ther and Son are both of equally rapa- 
cious Principles, ſo Mr. Robert (as he 
had been always called in the Family) 
finding himſelf now the ſole Inheritor of 
ſo immenſe a Fortune, immediately de- 
ſerted his Father's laborious Track ; and 
having ſatisfied all his Engagements, and 
collected his Dependancies together, pur- 
chaſed a fine Seat in Gleuceſterſbire, de- 
tached from the buſy World, and daily 
contributed to its Increaſe, by the landed 
Additaments his Rent-roll continually 
ſwelled with. 

Robert Tſaacſon, Eſq; was in his twenty- 
ſeventh. Year, when accidentally falling 
into Company with a neighbouring Gen- 
tleman's Daughter, who captivated him, 

without 
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The INNOCENT SUFFERER, 3 
without any Conſideration of her Riches, 
or what Fortune her Father could make 
her, he put the Queſtion to the old Gen- 
tleman, for his Conſent: to the Match. 

An Offer ſo palpably beneficial to his 
Daughter, and having ſix more of them 
to provide for, was not, by a conſide- 
rate Man, by any Means to be trifled 
with ; nor took Mr. Pagit (for that 
was his Name) more Time in deliberat- 
ing upon his Anſwer, than juſt ſerved 
to ſignify to the young *Squire, how 
happy he ſhould eſteem the Alliance of 
ſo worthy a Man to his Family. 

As to Fortune, he confeſſed, that 
though he might be able to beſtow ſuf- 
ficient upon his Child, as the Wife of a 
middling Tradeſman ; yet, he pretended 
not a Capacity for advancing propor- 
tionably to Mr. Jſaacſon's Eſtate, or, in 
any Degree, what he might reaſonably 
demand with a Wife; adding, that he 
Judged it his Duty to mention this, be- 
tore any further Proceedings were had 
in the Affair, leſt a ſubſequent Diſap- 
pointmentment might be ſuſtained with 
leſs Temper on both Sides. 

Mr. Jaacſon replied, that from the 
Number of Children Mr, Pagit had, no 

| B 2 Exceſs 
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Exceſs of Fortune could be conceived to 
fall to each of their Shares: for that 
when a handſome Inheritance came to be 


divided into ſo many Parts, as it was 


apparent his muſt, the Individuals muſt 
content themſelves with but moderate 
Portions ; but added, that in order to 
put a Stop to all further Debate upon 
that Head, he had previouſly reſolved, 
not even to enquire after the young 
Lady's pecuniary Qualifications, fo many 
of a far more eſtimable Nature, in his 
Opinion, having proclaimed to him her 
perſonal Worth to be incomparable : So 
that he ſhould even relinquiſh what her 
Father might have allotted as her Di- 
vidend, for the Benefit of his other 
Children, his own Poſſeſſions being am- 
ply ſufficient both for themſelves and 
their Deſcendants. 

So unexpected a flow of Generoſity, 
left Mr. Pagit wholly unprovided of Ex- 
preſſions adequate to the proffered Fa- 
vour; till, after ſome Recollection, he 
aſſured him, how happy he ſhould ever 
think himſelf for that Day's Propofal, fo 
far exceeding his warmeſt Hopes for the 
Diſpoſition of his dear Child. He told 
Mr. Jſaacſoan, that though he had deter- 
mined 
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mined with himſelf, that no Interview 
ſhould have paſſed between him and his 


Daughter, by way of Courtſhip, till 


the Fortune expected with her ſhould 
have been adjuſted between them; which, 
he confeſſed, he would have ſtrained a 
Point, though with no light Inconve- 
nience to himſelf, to have augmented all 
that was in his Power: Yet, as Mr. 
Jſaacſon's Benevolence had ſilenced all 
further Scruples in his Breaſt, he ſhould 
no longer claim the Right of a Father 
over his Daughter, but abandon her to 
her own, and the Will of the moſt noble- 
minded Lover that ever Woman was 
bleſſed with. My Doors, Sir, added he, 
will from henceforth be ever open to 
you, and my Daughter at full Liberty 
to make you every ſuitable Return, on 
her Part, for your ſo kind Sentiments 
of her. - 

Matters being brought to this Iſſue, 
the young Gentleman left the Father 
and Daughter to their own Reflections 
upon what had happened, till he ſhould 
have prepared himſelf for his firſt Viſit 
to the young Lady herſelf. 

In ſhort, Mr. 1ſaac/on's Perſon prov- 


ing unexceptionable, his Offers ſurpaſſing 
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her Hopes, and his Addreſs ſo ſihcere 
and engaging, what could intervehe to 
fruſtrate his Wiſhes with the Lady? 
She received him as became a virtuous 
Woman, zealous for a happy Eſta- 
bliſhment in Life, and no further Cere- 
monies paſſed between them, than were 
wholly agreeable to both; and in as 
reaſonable a Time, as ſuch an Affair 
would, with Decency, admit of, they 
ſubmitted to the Marriage Solemnity, 
and he took home the Lady as his 
Bride. 

Whatever Sentiments they might have 
had of each other, previous to the con- 
nubial Tye, moſt certain it 1s, that a 
Steadinels of Afﬀection, and an habitual 
Inclination to delight the Lady on his 
Part; and the moſt agreeable Conde- 
ſcenſion, combined with a moſt amiable 
Complacency, on hers; for the few 
Years they were fo happy as to enjoy 
each other, rendered them a moſt deſir- 
able Pattern to all Perſons in the Marriage 
State. | 

The ſole Iſſue that Mr. Iſaacſon ever 
had by his Lady, was one Daughter, 
Miſs Olympia; the Tenderneſs and Po- 


liteneſs of whoſe Education, can admit 


of 
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of np Scruple, when we conſider her as 


the ſole Object of her Parents Solli- 


citude, and the Inheritrix of their Vir- 
tues; with this Additon to her Charac- 
ter, that not a laudable Qualification 
ever maniteſted itſelf in her whole Sex, 
which appeared not mdf eminently illuſ- 
trious in Miſs Olympia ; all which, add- 
ed to the moſt exquiſite perſonal en- 
dowments, rendered her a perfect Mo- 
del of all that could be deſirable in 
Woman. 

It generally wants but lctle Aſſiſtance 
from Art, to biaſs Parents to an over 
Fondneſs for their own Offspring, let 
them prove what they will in the Eyes 
of the reſt of Mankind ; but a young 
Lady, on whom not only Nature had 
been ſo laviſh, but whom Art had recti- 
fied, even to the Conſumption of its 
whole Store upon her, could not eſcape 


every Indulgence that her raviſhed Pa- 


rents could poſſibly expreſs tor her ; and 
theſe ſhe ever enjoyed in the higher 
Perfection; as the Sweetneſs of her Piſ- 
poſiton had deprived her of that Anxiety 
for her own Gratifications, which is ſo 
inherent in the Sex: ſo that being ever 
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indifferent about what ſhe might be the 
molt ſuſpected to deſire, it was one of 
the chief Concerns of her Parents, not 
only to admit of, but even to obtrude 
upon her, whatloever made the leaft 
Shew of exciting her Inclination. 

Miſs had, from the firſt diſplay of her 
reaſonable Fal ſhewn a peculiar 
Turn in her Liipoſition for reading, eſ- 
pecially of Divinity, which might pro- 
bably be augmented, with her Years, 
from the Force of a moſt extenſive Me- 
mory, which would retain, even to the 
minuteſt Circumſtances, almoſt every 
Subject ſhe engaged with. Being capable 
not only of amuſing herſelf in her own 
Mother-Tongue, but in the French and 
Italian, by the Time ſhe was twelve 
Years of Age: She then ſought out for 
a Latin Maiter, to render her a com- 
pleat Student ; for that, in each of the 
other Tongues, ſhe would complain 
that there was ſomewhat defective. 

Miſs had made ſuch a Proficiency in 
the Latin by the Time ſhe was fifteen 
Years of Age, that ſhe could as fluently 
converſe in that Language, as in Engliſh ; 
which gave her ſo much Employment , 
the 
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the earned World, as almoſt totally to 


withdraw her from the feminine Engage- 


ments of Life: But whilſt ſhe was pur- 
ſuing her Genius this Way, a Misfortune 
happened, which though it ſeemed not 
to promiſe, was nevertheleſs produc- 
tive of the moſt fatal Train of Con- 
ſequences that could well befall any Lady, 
as it eventually reduced her to the ut- 
molt Extremities. 
What I have above hinted at, is the 
Death of Miſs Olympia's Mother, who 
died ſoon after her Daughter was turned 
of fifteen, leaving both her Husband 
and Child inconſolable for the Loſs of 
her for ſome Months ; but Time drying 
up the Source of that Sorrow which 
daily flowed more ſparingly, Mr. Iſaacſon 
conſoled himſelf for the Loſs of a be- 
loved Wife, in the Proſpect of ſuch a 
Daughter as was not matchable in the 
Britiſh Dominions; and this naturally 
confined that Affection which before was 
divided between them both, to the ſingle 
Object of a ſole Heireſs ; and Miſs, re- 
ceiving ſo large a Proportion of his Re- 
gard, judged herſelf exceedingly happy 
in the redoubled Beneficence of fo indul- 
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gent a Father. Thus Affairs ſtood for 


near four Vears, whilſt each ſtrove to 
out- ſtrip the other, in their mutual Acts 
of paternal, and filial Duty; nor had 
either of them the leaſt Imagination, but 
of perpetuating the Bleſſing, till the un- 
controulable Hand of Deſtiny, ſhould ir- 


recoverably ſnatch them from each other. 


But what Man 1s there amongſt the whole 
Race, even of the moſt penetrating, and 
ſelf victorious of us, that in the preſent 


Inſtant, can be reſponſible for his own 
future Conduct ? 


CHAT. I 


Mr. Iſaacſon captivated by Mrs. Raw- 
lins. Goes to London with his Couſin 
Roberts and Mrs. Rawlins. Wedlock 
agreed, and Terms propoſed, Thinks 
them hard. Her Reaſons to the con- 
trary. He agrees to them, She inſiſts 
on Miſs Olympia being removed from 
his Family. He conſents, 


\ \ 7 Hilſt Matters were failing on ſo 


ſmoothly between the Father and 
Daughter, a Kinſman of Mr. Iſaacſon, 
and his Lady, who were ſettled in Wor- 


ceſterſhire, 
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ceſtexſhire, came upon a Viſit, to ſpend 
two or three Days with them, in their 
Way to London, and brought with them 
a Widow Lady, who had paſſed ſeveral 
of the Summer Months with them, and 
with whom they were returning to her 
Habitation at London; where, during 
her late Husband's Life-time, ſhe had 
reſided, he having been a Merchant of 
3 Eminence there, who had left 

er childleſs, and the Miſtreſs of a pro- 
digious Ready- money Fortune. 

Mr. Jaacſon, had placed his ſole Af- 
fection ſo inſeperably, as he thought, 
upon his Daughter, that though he had 
made no formal Reſolves againſt a ſecond 
Marriage, yet ever ſince the Death of 
his Lady, he had perſuaded himſelf, 
that the Intereſt his Daughter had gained 
in him, would for ever overballance him 
to Widowhood, in ſpite of every Charm, 
that the whole female World could in- 
vite him to the contrary; but ſince he 
had paſſed a few Hours in this Stranger's 
company, he found a moſt apparent Al- 
teration in his Sentiments, which en- 
croached ſo far at length upon him, that 
the third Day of his Converſation with 
her had not paſſed, before he had re- 

* ſolved 
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ſolved upon the Sacrifice of every other 
worldly Poſſeſſion, to the preſſing In- 
ſtances of his then Inclination, for in- 
groſſing her in ſole property. | 
The next morning, was appointed 
by his Kinſman, for their Departure to 
London, and all things were accordingly 
prepared for the Journey; but Mr. [/aac- 


ſon had ſuffered ſuch a conflict in his Breaſt, 


for the whole Day, between this novel 
Paſſion for the Stranger, and his Love ſtill 
ſubſiſting for his Daughter, as had almoſt 
diſtracted him ; when willing ſtill to gain 
further Time for Reflection, he told his 
Company, that not having ſeen London 
for ſome Years, he had a great Inclina- 
tion to make the Trip, at a time when 
he ſhould be aſcertained of their Society 
there; but as it would be impoſſible for 
him to be in readineſs to ſet out with 
them, upon fo ſhort a Warning; unleſs 
they would condeſcend to ſtay a Day 
or two longer with him he muſt poſt- 
pone his Journey to another Opportu- 
nity. 

Mr R-berts (that being his Kinſman's 
Name) and his Lady, were fo pleaſed at 
the thoughts of their Couſin's Company, 
that they readily agreed to wait, and 

foon 
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ſoon, brought over Mrs Rawlins (the 
* ſtrange Lady being ſo called) to their 
Pleaſures, | 

Miſs and her Father were now at work, 
for collecting a ſuitable Apparatus for 
the Tour ; nor conceived the young Lady 
a little Delight from the vaſt Expectations 
ſhe had been filled with, of a Place ſhe 
had never as yet beheld, but now hoped 
for the full Gratification of her Curioſity 
in. She therefore expedited her Prepa- 
rations with the greater Alacrity, for the 
ſake of that practical Knowledge and 
Experience, which ſhe had ſolely im- 
bibed hitherto in Speculation ; and Mr, 
Tſaacſon, for the ſake of a free and laſt- 
ing Enjoyment, of the valuable Society 
of Mrs. Rawlins, poſt-poned every other 
Conſideration to that alone: So that 
having delayed their Friends, for two 
Days only, they all ſet forward for their 
Journey, upon the third. 

The longer Mr. {ſaacſon had con- 
fined his Converſations with Mrs. Raw- 
lins, the deeeper Impreſſions made that 
Lady upon his Faculties, till at length, 
the Wound became incurable, but by 
adminiſtring the holy Unction of Matri- 
mony. 

| Upon 


14 The MoTHER-IN-LAW ; er, 
Upon their arrival in Town, Mr. 1faac- 
ſon's Company being unprovided of a 
Lodging ; Mrs. Rawlins declaring how 
welcorne they ſhould be, invited them 
to take up with an Appartment in her 
Houſe ; but as his Kinſman's Family 
were to reſide there, he choſe not to add 
to the trouble her Houſe would ſuſtain 
with them, and therefore declining the 
Invitation, took up with a publick Inn, 
till he could be otherways accommo- 
dated, near to his adored Mrs. Rarolins. 
However, ſhe prevailed for their dining 
with her the next Day, in order, as ſhe 
ſaid, to talk over the Paſſages of their 
paſt Journey. 5 
Mr. Iſaacſon was now fairly engaged 
with the Widow, whom he found no 
ways at Enmity with the Male World. 
She received his Viſits, and he, no little 
Aſſiſtance his in Suit, by the means of his 
Relation, in whom ſhe placed an entire 
Confidence, as to the Eſtate, and Merits 
of her Lover : So that not many Days had 
paſſed, before they had ſo good an Un- 
derſtanding together, as to begin the ex- 
erciſe of every decent Familiarity, with- 
out any of thoſe Formalities, ſo much 
practiſed by the uncertain Courtier. 
They 
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They came next to conſider, the pre- 
vious Terms of their Union, as to For- 
tune, Settlement, Pin- money, and a fu- 
ture Proviſion for the Iſſue, to proceed 
from their joint Endeavours; when Mr. 
Jſaacſon having before, by Degrees, turned 
almoſt all his moneyed Eſtate into Land; 
ſhe inſiſted, that in Conſideration of the 


ample Fortune ſhe ſhould bring him, 
the ſame, (exceping ten thouſand Pounds 


which ſhe would reſerve for her own Pur- 
poſe) ſhould likewiſe be diſpoſed of for 
real Eſtate, and jointly with his Eſtate, 
ſettled upon her, and her Iſſue by him. 
It is true, her Fortune might have 
erg ee her the Degree of a Counteſs; 
ut then, Mr. Jſaacſon had a Daughter 
already, for whom he muſt make a Pro- 
viſion, ſuitable to her Merits ; and this he 
told the Lady; but ſhe, ſtill inſiſted upon 
the Whole being fettled, as ſhe had be- 
fore propoſed, nor would ſhe ever de- 
part from it, ſhe aſſured him: For Sir, 
faid ſhe, I conſider things thus. The 
Eſtate we ſhall be poſſeſſed of, will pro- 
duce Annually, far more than we can 
conſume, and conſequently, the Savings 
from it will be very conſiderable. Theſe 
accumulated for ſome Years, will be at 
your 
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your own Diſpoſe, and may, by your 
Will, be given to your Daughter, at your 
Pleaſure ; but as for me and my Children, 
I am ever for proceeding upon ſure 
Grounds, and love to know what I have 
to trult to, as it becomes every prudent 
Woman to do. 

Though Mr. Jſaacſon eſteemed his 
Daughter, as he had ever ſuſpected, 
above all other things; yet his Miſtreſs 
had now gained ſuch an Aſcendant over 
him, that he had not the leaſt Capacity 
left for oppoſing her Reſolution, It is 
true, he urged many things in oppoſition 
to her Determination ; as their living to 
the extent of their Income, the Neglect 
of a Will, accidental looſing it, and the 
Uncertainty of his own Life, in caſe he 
ſhould prove ever ſo careful in making a 
Reſerve for his Daughter ; whereby, he 
might even lack Time to do it in; but her 
Anſwers were ready and at her Tongue's 
end, that as they were neither of them 
of a waſtful Diſpoſition, their own Pru- 
dence would induce them to live within 
Compals; as for neglecting a Will, he 
might make it upon his wedding Day, 
and he muſt be a careleſs Man indeed, 
who ſhould looſe a thing of ſuch Conſe- 
quence 
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quence; nor were either of them ſo old, 


or ſo ailing, ſhe told him, that they need 
fear a Call to the other World, before 
what ſhe purpoſed would be compleated; 


nay, in caſe of her own death nappening 


firſt, he would then have the enjoyment - 


of her Wealth, and might in few Years, 
if he pleaſed, make Miſs a better For- 
tune, than any of her Children, 

Finding all his Arguments to be ſpent 
in vain, and that the Tide might be re- 
verted, with equal Facility, that the leaſt 
of her Poſitions were to be filenced by 
his Rhetorick ; he complied with this 
hard Sentence, and told the Lady, that 


it ſhould be as ſhe required ; hoping 


then, that he had paved fo ſmooth a 
way to his future Felicity, that no fur- 
ther Rub could have preſented, to their 
inſtantly engaging in Matrimony ; but 
he was miſtaken: For, having at her 
Requeſt, penned down the Reſult of 
their preſent Conference, for the Direc- 
tion of her Lawyer, in his Preparation of 
the Settlement, as ſhe told him ; ſhe then 


put the Queſtion to him, how he pur- 


poſed to provide for Miſs Olympia, upon 


their Marriage ? As for that, he replied, 


that he gave himſelf but little Concern ; 
b for 
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for that her Taſte ran ſo upon Books, 
that ſupply her but with choice of them, 
and allot her a Room, as diſtant as poſ- 
ſible from the hurry of the Family, and 
ſhe would not often interrupt them, but 
at Meal time; nor indeed, would ſhe 
ſeldom deprive: herſelf even of that ſo 
neceſſary Function, as ſhe eſteemed moſt 
of her Time little better than loſt to her, 
which paſſed in any Avocation from her 
Studies. 

I hope, Sir, faid Mrs. Rawlins, that 
you have too good an Opinion of my Un- 
derſtanding, to imagine I ſhall ever conſent 
live in my own Family, under the Eye, 
and Cenſure of other Folk's Children. 
Would you be pleafed, to ſee all my 
Actions {canned over, and reflected on, 
between your Daughter and any one of 
my Female Domeſticks, as ſhe ſhall 
pleaſe to make a Confident of? O!] what 
caballing, and Intrigues, ſhall I have car- 
rying on againſt me in my own Houle |! 
W hat Flings, what thwarting of me, in 
every thing that J ſhall propoſe, for the 
Utilty of my Family! And what is worſe, 
ſhould I ever pretend to contradict Miſs, 
will ſhe not fly in my Face, with what 
have you to do with me? You * 1 

ela- 
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Relation of mine. It is ſufficient for me 
to pleaſe my Papa, and doing that, I 
ſhall act my own Pleaſure, | 

Theſe, and ſuch like, added ſhe, I 
can already perceive to be the Taunts that 
I muſt ſubject myſelf to, whilſt Miſs and 
I ſhall remain under the ſame Roof to- 
gether ; for which Reaſon, a prudential 
Forecaſt obliges me, to inſiſt upon her 
Removal, before we engage too far to 
retreat with Honour: Nor is it her bare 
temporary Removal that I muſt inſiſt 
upon ; but that, upon no Account, dur- 
ing our joint Lives, ſhe be admitted to 
the Family, in other Capacity than that 
of a Viſiter, barely, for an Hour or two, 
or lo. 

Mr. Jſaacſon, was ten times more 
thunder ſtruck with this peremptory 
Demand, than with the other, relative to 
the Diſpoſal of his Eſtate , for in that, he 
hoped he might have a Proſpect of mak- 
ing ample Proviſion for his Daughter; 
but in this, he muſt be debarred even 
the Sight, and Converſation of her, and 
muſt abandon her to the Overſight and 
Tuition of others, who might poſſibly 
pervert, not only her Morals, but thoſe 
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Qualifications alſo, for which ſhe was 
already ſo eminently famous. | 
After a Pauſe of a few Minutes; 
Madam, ſaid he, though I cannot pre- 
tend to deny the Poſſibility of your Poſi- 
tions, in ſome Caſes ; yet, you may from 
me aſſure yourſelf, chat my Daughter is 
no leſs removed in her Diſpoſition, from 
the common run of young Ladies in this 
Age, than the Poles of the Heavens are 
from each other. Her Studies are her 
ſole Delight, nor has it ever been in my 
Power to remove her from them, to look 
into my own family Affairs. She is no 
Goſſip, declines all ſuch Viſits as may 
withdraw her from her Books, nor con- 
verſes ſhe with any other, than ſome 
times the Clergy, and ſome of the Li- 
terati. 

The very Reaſon, have you alledged 
for her Departure, replied Mrs. Rawlins. 
Pride, is natural to our Sex; and what can 
prove a ſolider Foundation for it in Miſs, 
than that ſhe not only excells the Family 
ſhe lives in, but even out-ſhines molt of 
her own Sex? Now, what does Pride 
more ſignificantly illuſtrate itſelf by, than 
the Contempt of all By-ſtanders? Am 
not. I then to be one of theſe, con- 
| ſtantly, 
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ſtantly, in her View? And if fo, you 


may aſſure yourſelf, her Vanity will not 
permit her to ſeparate me, from the gro- 
veling Herd about her. 

Allow but this to be the Caſe, the 
contrary whereof, no Plauſibility of Ar- 
gument ſhall ever induce me to credit, 
and then, what a fine Dilemma ſhall I 
be reduced to, either of ſubmitting to 


her ſupercilious Scorn of me, or to the 


exciting perpetual Broils between you and 
me, in order to rid my Family of her, 
No, no, Sir, added the, as I ſaid be- 


fore, I love to embark upon a ſure Bot- 


tom „ 


As all that Mr. Jſaacſon might have 
added, would but have amounted in the 


End, to no more than what he had be- 
fore urged, he reſtrained himſelf from 
contradicting her; and not in the leaſt 
doubting, but after they ſhould have 
been Man and Wife for a few Weeks, 
ſhe would be complaiſant enough to con- 
ſent to the Recall of his Daughter home, 
he conſented to this Article alſo; and 


Madam herſelf, having taken upon her 


the Management of the Settlement, Pre- 

parations went forwards on both Sides, 

for accelera: ing the nuptial Ceremony. 
CH AT 
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Declares his Intent for Marriage to Miſs, 
and that ſhe muſt quit his Family. Her 
Aſtoniſhment. Miſs Olympia's pathe- 
tick Reply to her Father. He is flung. 
by it. Her Reply. Miſs to be re- 
moved to Mr.Roberts's Houſe. Her Fa- 
ther promiſes fair. States to Miſs how 
he purpoſes to provide for her. Miſs 
inſiſts upon not attending the Solemnity, 
nor paying any Compliment to her new 
Mother thereon. 


1 a Man may be ever ſo 
readily drawn into a deſtructive 
Scheme; yet he is always ſo conſcious 
of its Detriment, that if he reſolves to 
proſecute it, he ſcarce durſt truſt himſelf 
with the leaſt Reflection upon it; much 
leſs, dares he to communicate it to any 
other perſon. This was now Mr. 1/aac- 
ſon's Caſe ; for he ſtrove, by a perpetual 
Hurry that he kept himſelf in, to foregoe 
all Cogitations upon the ſenſeleſs Bargain 
he had made; nor could he once gain 
the Vaſtery over himſelf, to afford the 
_ leaſt Hint of it to Miſs Olympia, till the 
very 
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very Evening preceding the Day of the 
marriage Solemnity; when approaching 
her Chamber, my Dear, ſaid he, I have 
for ſome time had Thoughts of a ſe- 
cond Marriage, and having in Mrs. Raw- 
lins, found a Lady who moſt exact lyſuits 
my Inclinations, I have for ſome time 
been in Treaty with her, and we pur- 
poſe to be married To-morrow. To- 
morrow | Sir, replied Miſs, that is 
ſhort Warning, indeed, for me to be 
ready to appear in.— Bleſs me Sir, added 
ſhe, it will be neceſſary for me, to have 
a new Suit or two upon the Occaſion, 
which can never be procured upon this 
ſhort Notice. It is poſſible, you may 
require me to attend you to the Church, 
and what a Figure ſhall I make, in an 
old Suit, that has been the common 
Hackney ever ſince we have been in 
Town! I proteſt, I ſhall bluſh for my- 
ſelf, upon your Account; as every one 
knows me for your Daughter. 

I believe, Olly, ſaid Mr. Jſaacſon, there 
may be no Occaſion fer you at the Cere- 
mony ; ſince I have agreed, that you 
ſhall quit my Family, before we ſet out 
for the Church ; but Child, added he, 
] ſhall take care to place you, where you 


will 
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will be as perfectly well accommodated, 
as with me, and be {ſtill among your 
Friends and Relations. 
The burſting of this heavy Cloud over 
her Head, had well nigh ſtruck Miſs to 
the Earth, never to riſe more; nay had 
moſt undoubtedly ſo done, but that a 
moſt prodigious Shower of Tears ruſhing 
forth, gave Vent to the ſeveral Paſſions 
ſhe then laboured with. 
Theſe, for ſome Time obſtructing the 
Articulation of her vocal Organs, ſhe 
iſſued forth her Woes only in Sighs and 
Sobbings, till by Degrees, moderating 
her Grief : Alas! Sir, ſaid ſhe, what 1s 
to become of me? Am ] to be made an 
Outcaſt from the Family of my once ſo 
tender Father? Am ] ſo far to be ſuſ- 
pected to have caſt off all filial Obedience 
to you, as not to be endured in the ſame 
Houſe with Mrs. Rawlins, your intended 
Bride? | 
It is true, I have long had Reaſon to 
believe, that a Match between her and 
you was in Agitation; nor did it give me 
the leaſt Concern, for any perſonal Abate- 
ment of Fortune to me, that might hap- 
pen from it; my Ambition, has ever 
been turned to more noble Purſuits than 
| Gran- 
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Grandeur, and ſo that you pleaſed but 
yourſelf, Sir, I was eaſy; but what am 
I now to judge, Sir, when I find myſelf a- 
bandoned by you, to wander, wherever I 
can find a Home ? O! could my 
poor dear Mother but behold my Mi- 
ſery! 
Mr. Jaacſon had borne up with un- 
daunted Fortitude, till theſe laſt Words 
of his Daughter ſtung him to the very 
Soul, and forced from him ſuch Com- 
punction, as he could no longer conceal : 
For his Tears flowed involuntarily, and 
his Paſſions, in turn, became little in- 
ferior to thoſe his Daughter had juſt re- 
claimed herſelf from ; nor were theſe a 
little heightened, by the Coolneſs where- 
with Miſs demanded, whitherto, it was 
his Pleafure that ſhe ſhould retire ? For 
finding that the Tranſition was to prove 
o ſudden, from his Family to ſome other, 
ſhe ſhould take it as a Favour, at. once, 
to hear her Deſtiny from his own Lips. 
This Speech of his. Daughter, whilſt 
his Heart was ſo full of Ideas already, 
fufficiently tormenting to him, wrought 
like Oyl upon the burning Coals, and 
only ſerved to enrage him the more ex- 
travagantly ; till his Suffering grew ſo 
Vol. I, C intol- 
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intolerable, that he cried out, in 2 ſort 
of Diſtraction : No, my deareſt Child 
ſhall never leave me: Sooner ſhall the 
Frame of univerſal Nature ſuffer Diſſo- 
lution, than ever I will part with my be- 
loved Olly from my Embraces.—Then, 
flooding himſelf in Tears again ;—with 
what Face, added he, can I fly from my 
Promiſe ?—— It ſavours of a fickle Tem- 
Yes, my deareſt O/ly, thy gen- 
tle Nature will make a Merit of Com- 
pliance with thy Father's Foibles.— 
I know thou wilt, for my future Peace, 
retire, to ſave my Word, my Credit. 

I am ready, Sir, replied Miſs, not 
only to caſt my Perſon, but my Life 


alſo, at your Feet; then tell me but the 


Station you have appointed my Re- 
moval to, be it to the fartheſt Part of 
the known habitable Earth, there will 
your Olympia find her ſelf, with all ima- 
ginable Expedition. Then point to 
me at once the Place of my Retreat, my 
Preſence ſhall no longer be a Burthen to 
my ever. honoured F ather. 

This Speech of Miſs, which ſhe fol- 
lowed by a freſh Current from her Eyes, 
redoubled her Father's Weeping: So 
that they both ſobbed on for a conſi- 
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derahle Time, before either of them 
could proceed a Ward further, a 

At length, Mr. Iſaacſon taking Shame 
to himſelf, for what he eſteemed a per- 
ſonal Weakneſs; my dear, ſaid he, to 
his Daughter, I am ſorry it ſhould fo 
happen; but I am ſo infatuated with 
Love to this Woman, that I cannot be- 


ſtow the neceſſary Regard that I ought - 
upon you. I am ſatisfied, your Solidity 


of Judgment will rather pity, than de- 
ride my Foible, and I hope you will com- 
ply with my Deſires, without repin- 
ing. 

1 have already acquainted my Couſin 
Roberts with the Neceſſity I am under 
of diſpoſing you ſomewhere, and have 
entreated for the Favour of an Aſylum 
for you in his Houſe, where his Lady, 
a molt ingenious Companion for you, 
will endeavour to render your Life as 
agreeable as poſſible to you, till I can 
bring it about, (as I doubt not but e' re 
long I ſhall) that your Merit may meet 
its due Eſteem, under my own Wing : 
Bear up therefore, my dear, cheerfully, 
and though not altogether with your 
own Choice, yet for your Father's In- 
tereſt, make a * of yourſelf * 
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his Houſe agreeable to you; for, be- 
lieve me, my dear, you will be rather 
more my Concern in your Abſence, than 
was you to be ever preſent with me ; and 
let what will happen, you may ſtill, 
with the profoundeſt Confidence, rely 
upon my contributing every Thing in 
my Power, to your n and Gra- 
tification. 

Miſs anſwered him, that being his 
Pleaſure, ſhe ſhould ever endeavour to 
render her Abode in her Couſin's Family 
acceptable both to herſelf and him ; but 
hoped, ſhe ſaid, that he had not neglected 
ro make ſome Proviſion for her, in 
caſe he ſhould have Children by Mrs. 
Rawlins. | 

He fairly, and candidly laid before 
her, what fort of a Settlement he had 
made; but aſſured her, that none of 
the perſonal Eſtate that he ſhould be poſ- 
ſeſſed of at his Death, would come either 
to his Wife, or her Children; but was 
deſigned wholly for herſelf; and my dear, 
added he, as I ſhall have upwards of 
nine thoufand Pounds a Year coming 
in, my full Reſolution is, at all Events, 
to expend but four of them; ſo * 
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ſhall have an increaſing Fund of five 


| thouland Pounds a Year, wholly appli- 


cable to your Fortune, This, in tour 
Years, with the Increaſe of it, which I ſhall 
annually add to your Capital, will amount 
to twenty thouſand Pounds and upwards, 
and will ſerve to marry you to as much 
Grandeur as youcan well deſire; eſpecially, 
when 1 ſhall annually add the above 
Sum of five thouſand Pounds to it, 
which may in my Lite-time, according to 
the number of Years I may expect to live, 
amount probably, to fourſcore, or a hun- 
dred thouſand Pounds, before you will have 
received the whole of your Portion; and 
with this, he ſeemed to give himſelf a- 
bundance of Pleaſure; but Miſs, who 
rather examined into the other Side of 
the Queſtion, though ſhe would not 
willingly add to her Father's Diſquiet, 
could nevertheleſs, not forbear, with a 
dcep Sigh to reply; I pray the Almighty 
to prelerve your Life Sir, his W ill be 
done. 


Her Father then giving her a Kiſs, as 


he was parting will her, Miſs told him, 
ſhe preſumed, that his Nuptials would 
be conſummated at his Bride's Dwelling, 
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as being far more capacious, and mag- 
nificent, than the ſtrait Lodgings he was 
then in; ſo that ſhe hoped, ſhe ſhould 
have no Occaſion for ſhifting her Quar- 
ters, till her Couſin Roberts's Return to 
the Country; but begged it as a Favour 
of her Father, that ſhe might neither be 
compelled to attend the Solemnity, nor 
required to pay any Viſit, by way of 
complimentary Homage, -to a Mother, 
whoſe Heart could never be with her, 
and whoſe Artifices had already pre- 
vailed for her Expulſion from his Fa- 
mily. 

A s to the firſt, her Father aſſured her 
the ſhould not; but as to the latter, 
he ſaid, it would but prove a neceſſary 
piece of her Duty to him, that ſhe 
ſhould wait upon them, with her Gra- 
tulations upon the Occaſion ; however 
forced they might be, as it would be but 
a matter of Ceremony, 

To this Miſs replied, that ſhould he 
put a Conſtraint upon her to obey him 
in that Particular, which ſhe hoped he 
never would, ſhe muſt look upon it as 
beneath the Dignity of her Nature, ſo 
far to falſify her Heart, as to either wiſh 
her Joy, or to pay the leaſt Token of 

: Reſpect 
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Reſpect to her. She added, that ſhe had 
always eſteemed herſelf happy in two Fa- 
thers, both of whoſe Injunctions, as never 
hitherto claſhing, ſhe had made it her 
Study ſedulouſly to obey. She ſtill, ſhe 
ſaid, hoped ſhe had an Intereſt in them 
both, though one of them, without any 
Fault of her's, had in ſome Meaſure 
forſaken her, which ſhe was aſcertained 
the other never would do, but from 
Motives ariſing wholly from herſelf ; and 
theſe, it was her Reſolution never to 
afford him upon any Conſtderation what- 
ſoever : Now this ſhe muſt ſubmit to, 
ſhe ſaid, ſhould ſhe condeſcend with her 
Tongue, to bely the true Sentiments of 
her Soul, which, and only which, ſhe 
ſhould unreſervedly publiſh, whenever ſhe 
ſhould be obliged to aſſociate herſelf to his 
intended Lady ; and therefore, to avoid 
all Occaſion of Offence, ſhe intreated 
him to excuſe her Abſence ; upon which 


her Father left her. 
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CHAP, IV. 


Mis uncaſy 47 not ſeeing her Father, 
The Bride begins to ſhew her natural 
Complexion, Mr. Iſaacſon Henpecked. 
Fix their Journey for the Country, and 
how Miſs is to go. She gives them the 
Slip, and goes in the Stage. Leaves a 
Letter behind for her Father, Wiſe 
Caution. Her Father terrified, till bet- 
ter informed. His Lady's Fleers at 
him upou the Occaſion. He reſuſes to 
ſhew her Miſs*'s Letter. The Conſe- 
quence, Complies. She remarks upon 
ihe Letter, and threatens him. 


HE, Ceremony took Place the next 
Day; nor did Miſs Ohmpia once 
ſce her Father in ten Days afterwards, 
his Time being ſo wholly ingroffed 1 in the 
Receipt of Viſits, from all his Lady's 
former Acquaintance, of which ſhe had 
an extravagant Number. This Miſs took 
ſomewhat amils of her Father; for that 
her Lodgings being no farther removed 
from him than the next Street, ſhe could 
not forbear taxing him with Unkindneſs 
to her who had never offended him, 
Mrs. 


% 
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Mrs. Roberts, indeed, called upon her 


ſeveral Times in that Space, and once 


or twice paſſed the whole Afternoon 
with her, which Miſs eſteemed as a Fa- 
vour; not that ſhe wanted more engag- 
ing Society than that of her cloſeted 
Authors; but as it ſhewed her ſhe was 
not totally neglected by the whole Fa- 
mily. 

They intended to ſpend about two 
Months in Town, to ſettle the new 
Bride's Affairs, before they ſet forwards 


for Glouceſterſhire ; in which Time, Mr. 


Jſaacſon, who delighted folely in a rural 
Retirement, would have perſuaded bis 
Lady to let her Houſe, being a very 
large and expenſive one, wherein ſhe had 
many Years of a long Term to run, as 
would be the faving of a large annual 
Charge, he ſaid, to them who ſhould 
have no manner of further Uſe for it; 
but the Lady, ſeeming under an E xcel5 
of Surpriſe at his Preachment, replied, 
that ſhe hoped he purpoſed not to mew 
her up continually in a Country Habita- 
tion, under the ſcanty Privilege of conver- 
ſing with his formerly Tenants Wives 
only, by which Means ſhe might even 
forget her own Mother-Tongue in a 
C 5 "Twelve- 
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Twelvemonth. No, truly, ſhe faid, ſhe 
had received another ſort of an Educa- 
tion, which had inſpired her with more 
exalted Notions of Life ; and if ſhe ſub- 
mitted annually to an Exile of three or 
four Months, in the loneſom Wilds of 
Retirement, it would be only for her 
Health ſake, and to ſublimate the En- 
1 joyment of the princely Amuſements of 
| | London, at the proper Seaſon of their 
I Exhibition; nor could ſhe accommodate. 
herſelf with a more agreeable Habitation, 
at ſuch Times, than in the Center of the 
| Quality, and the politer Part of Man- 
i kind; therefore, ſhe ſhould only leave 
Li. a Man and Maid Servants in her Houſe 
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41 till her Return, as a Security to her Fur- 
1 niture, and to keep the Duſt from ga- 
1 thering to a Head, to its Prejudice. 
| Mr. Jaacſon was wife enough foon to 
; ſee, that by his precipitate Marriage with 


a Lady, whom he as yet knew not per- 
fectly, he had made an egregious Fool 
of himſelf: but ſince the Time was 
paſſed, that he had ever hoped for the 
Exertion of a Will of his own, and as 
there could be no Expectation of Peace 
in his Family, unleſs he would ſubſcribe 

| to 
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to his new Lady's, without any more 
* to do, he delivered over the Reins into 
her Hands, and, as quietly as ever he 
could, ſubmitted to the Shackles ſhe 
was every Day forging for him. 

Their Journey to Glouceſterſhire was 
now fixed, and Miſs was to have gone 
in the ſame Coach with her Coulin Ro- 
berts and his Lady; but Miſs conſider- 
ing, that at every Bait upon the Road, 
ſhe muſt be neceſſitated to accompany 
with her Step: mother; and that, poſſi- 
bly, in ſome or other of ſuch Interviews, 
Occaſion might be given her for expo- 
ſing her Mind more laviſhly than would 
be conſiſtent with her Duty to her Fa- 
ther; which, ſhould it happen, herſelf 
ſhould repent of ; ſhe moſt prudently 
formed the Reſolution of avoiding the 
Journey. with them, and though ſhe all 
along ſeemed to prepare for conſorting 
with them, having packed up all her 
Things in Readineſs, ſhe ſet out in the 
Worceſter Stage, very early in the Morn- 
ing, the Day before their Departure, 
with her little Family of a Man and Maid 
Servants, for her Couſin's Houſe at Mit- 
worth; but leſt this Flight ſhould prove 

Srie- 
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grievous to her Father, as he would not 

know what Courſe ſhe might have taken, 

ſhe firſt wrote him the following Letter, 

which ſhe left with the Lady of the 

Houſe ſhe lodged at, to be delivered to | 
whomſoever her Father ſhould ſend thi- 

ther to enquire after her. 


Miſs Olympia Iſaacſon, to Robert 
Tjaacſon, Eſq; 


Moſt honoured Sir, 
HE Duty I pride myſelf ever to 


have owed to the molt benign of 
Parents, and worthieſt of Men, has 
engaged me in the ſingle Step, I ever 
ö in my whole Life took without your 
} | previous Concurrence; and which gives 
me, therefore, the more Concern, here- 
© by to exculpate myſelf from. 
Mou had been ſo good, Sir, as to 
procure me a Corner in my Couſin 
« Roberts's Coach to Worceſterſhire, an 
Alternative, by far more agreeable to 
your Lady and me, than in your own; 
nor doubt I, but you intended it for 
both of our Bcnefis : But Sir, as the 
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\ £© fittle Pride I am Miſtreſs of, will not 
voluntarily permit me to expoſe myſelf, 
© where my Preſence may prove dif- 
< agreeable but to a ſingle Member of 
< the Company; and foraſmuch as my 
< natural Diſpoſition will. not ſuffer the 
« leaſt perſonal Indignity unanſwered ; 
and as we muſt all meet, neceſſarily, 
© at Meal and Bed-Times, ſo firſt Looks, 
© then Words, may moſt probably ariſe 
between your Lady and me, till they 
may burſt into ſuch a Flame, as may 
prove both unpleaſant to your Ears, 
and conſequently, of the utmoſt Con- 
© cern to me upon your Account. | 
For this Reaſon it is, Sir, that I ſet 
out this Morning in the Stage Coach 
for Whitworth ; nor doubt I, but your 
cool Reflection will judge this Step ſo 
prudently taken by me, as readily to 
acquit me for it. 
I heartily wiſh you a ſafe Journey, 
and much more Satisfaction in your 
revived State, than I muſt own I can, 
with the leaſt Aſſurance, promiſe my- 
{elf will ever fall to your Lot; but 
that I may prove miſtaken, and that 
every temporal Felicity may, to your 
« late(t 
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© lateſt Moments, attend you, is, and 
© ſhallever be, the Prayer of, 5 


Dear Sir, 
* Your moſt dutiful, and 


© obſequious Daughter, 


April 12, 1722. 
OLYMPIA Isaacson.? 


Miſs had not judged at all amiſs, in 
leaving the above Letter for her Father 
at her Departure : for when the Servant 
who was ſent to inform her what Hour 
Mr. Roberts would call to take her up 
the next Morning, that ſhe might be 
ready againſt the Time, returned, and 
gave Notice in the Family, that the 


young Lady had left her Lodgings that 


Morning, before it was well light, and 
had not only taken her Servants, but her 
whole Baggage with her in a Hackney 
Coach ; this no ſooner reached her Fa- 
ther's Ears, than he grew almoſt raving, 
at the Thought of what might befall her 
in her Exile; and the more ſo, for that 
he muſt: remain ignorant of the Courſe 


ſhe would take, the View of it, or the 
Miſeries 


\ 
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Miſeries ſhe might ſuſtain in her Abſence 


from him. 

Willing, however, to gain the mi- 
nuteſt Information that was poſſible, from 
the Mouth of the Bearer of this Report, 
he ordered the Fellow before him for 
Examination; commanding him, impar- 
tially to ſtate to him, all that he had 
collected relative to his young Lady's 
Departure, and the Cauſe of it, and to 
what Point ſhe had ſteered, and from 
whom he had received his Intelligence. 

The Fellow replied, that being ſent of 
an Errand to Miſs Olympia, he inquired 
for her of the Maid of the Houſe, who 
gave him for Anſwer, that ſhe left her 
Miſtreſs's Lodgings at peep of Day in 
the Morning, and had taken both her 
Servants, and all her Things with her; 
that asking whither ſhe was gone to, 
and when ſhe expected her back again, 
the Maid replied to the firſt, that ſhe 
knew nothing of it; and to the latter, 
that Miſs had wholly left her Apart- 
ment. | 

Mr. Iſaacſon fell into a furious Paſſion 
at his Servant, for taking an Anſwer, in 
ſo critical a Caſe, from a poor ignorant 


could 


Kitchen Wench, whom his Daughter 
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could not be ſuſpected of making her 
a Confident in her Proceedings; and chid- 
ing him for not applying to the Lady of 
the Houſe herſelf, ſent him inſtantly back 
again, to bring him, from the Lady's 
own Mouth, the moſt ample Account 
of Things that ſhe was able to give 
him. . 

Theſe high Debates below Stairs, hav- 
ing reached Mrs. Jaacſon's Ears, brought 
her down in a violent Hurry, to partake 

of the Occaſion of them, but not before 
the Servant was gone off with his Meſ- 
ſage, and his Maſter had quitted the 
Parlour; ſo that Mrs. Roverts, whom 
ſhe found there, was obliged to ſatisfy 
her Curioſity with the whole Story. ' 

O! theſe Headſtrong young Wenches, 
ſaid ſhe z what, I ſuppoſe now her Fa- 
ther is married again, ſhe looks upon 
herſelf as a Lady at large, to diſpoſe 
herſelf uncontroulably; but its well I 
have nothing to do with her, or ſhe 
ſhould feel the Weight, not only of my 
Reſentment, but my Hand too, I can 

romiſe her. | 

Her Husband returning at this Inſtant, 
ſo Sir, ſaid ſhe, I have borne Witneſs - 
to the Outrage you have committed; 

nor 
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nor could I imagine what it ſhould be 
that had ſo ſtirred your Cholar, till Mrs. 


Roberts. tells me you have loſt Mis 


Olympia : but why fo indulgent a Father 
ſhould be angry, added ſhe, that his 
Daughter has pleaſed herſelf, I cannot 
conceive ; though truly, continued ſhe, 
this is what one could ſcarce have ex- 


| pected, from ſo recluſe and ſtudious a 


Lady, as you have, upon ſome Occa- 


ſions, repreſented her to me; nor can I 
ſay, it- ſeems wholly conſiſtent with the 


prudential Maxims you have imagined 


her replete with. Alas! my Dear, 
added ſhe, it never yet entered into my 
Head, that my Sex could advance either 
their Prudence or Virtue, by being Miſ- 
treſſes of a few Scraps of Latin: but if 


theſe Qualities vary according to the 


Language one imbibes them in, and the 
old Heatheniſh, be the only Tongues for 


_ conveying them, L—d have Mercy upon 


the Ladies of Great-Britain, I ſay. 
Mrs. Jſaacſon's Harrangue had held fo 
long, that before her Husband could form 


any Reply to her, his Meſſenger was re- 


turned; and the Diſcovery he ſhould 
make being far more material to his 


Maſter, than his Lady's Flippantneſs, he 


turned 
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turned his Ear wholly to him, whilſt 
he delivered himſelf to the following Pur- 
poſe; that he had ſeen the Lady at whoſe 
Houſe Miſs had lodged ; but upon put- 
ting his Maſter's Queſtions to her, ſhe 
could anſwer no more particularly than 
her Maid ; that Miſs was gone ſhe knew 
not whither; but the Fellow fumbling 
in his Pocket, added, that the Lady had 
delivered him a Letter from Miſs to his 
Maſter, if he could but find it, ftill 
fumbling, and plucking every Thing out 
of all his Pockets, till he had almoſt 
loaded two Chairs, without the leaſt Ap- 
pearance of a Letter. 

Mr. Jſaacſan's Impatience for the Let- 
ter, had caſt him into ſuch a Rage, as 
was ſcarce to be appeaſed, but by the 
Sufferings of the thoughtleſs Tranſgreſſor; 
nor would he have been reftrained from 


the free Exerciſe of his Cane upon the 


Culprit's Shoulders, had not Mr, Roberts 
and his Spouſe interpoſed, to prevent it, 
and at the ſame Time, ordered the Fel- 

low back again, in ſearch of it. | 
Mr. I/aacſen's Lady, who enjoyed every 
Occaſion of Diſcontent that Miſs Olympia 
could miniſter to her Husband, had 
ſcarce ever been better diverted than K 
this 
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this Scene; and in the Abſcence of the 
Servant, uſed every means to whet his 
Reſentment to more Keenneſs, againſt 
ſuch a judicious, and ſtudious Lady, as 
ſhe greatly affected to ſtile Miſs, by way 
of Contempt and Derifion; but her Huſ- 
band's Paſſion being far from ſubſided, 
had not the Fellow returned as he did, 
with the Letter in his Hand, he had rung 
ſuch a Peel in Madam's Ears, as might 
have made her remember it, for Months 
afterwards. DCs 

The Fellow then ſeeing his Maſter in 
ſuch a Paſſion, as he had never before 
beheld him in, trembling, produced the 
Letter ; which the other as rapaciouſly 
ſeized, as this cautiouſly extended to 
him ; when breaking the Seal, after peruſ- 
ing it for a few Moments, he twiſted it 
in a Heap, and thruſt it into his Pocket; 
reſuming a placid Smile, when he told the 


Company, that his Daughter had only 


gained a day's March of them, and that 
ſhe ſet out that very Morning for Mbit- 
worth. 


Mr. Iſaacſon, now aimed at diverting 
their Diſcourſe into another Channel; but 


though his Intent was prudent, it was 
vey far from anſwering the Purpoſe wo 
| ad 
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had projected, of dropping all Diſcourſe 
of his Daughter: For his Lady, who 
abominated the leaſt Symptoms of Af- 
fection between them two, ſaid, ſhe 
hoped he would give her an Opportunity 
of participating in his Pleaſures, by a 
ſight of the Letter that had cauſed ſo 

inſtant an. Alteration in him. 

Her Husband aſſured her, it was only 
a bare Information of her Journey, and 
was wholly immaterial, for other peruſal 
than his own; wondering, he ſaid, for 
what Reaſon ſhe wanted to be ſcanning it: 
But the Words were ſcarce out of his 
Mouth, before Madam's Face was all 
covered with Water, the Tears trickling 
down her Cheeks in Abundance, O! What 
a State had ſhe reduced herſelf to, with a 
Man who was fearful of making her his 
Confident, in a Meſſage from his own 
Daughter to him! Wretched Woman! 
That ſhe was; but this was only a Pre- 
Jude, ſhe ſuppoſed, to the Rebuffs ſhe 
ſhould meet with, when he had ſecured 
her in his own Territories in the Coun- 
try ; but truly, if that was to be the 
Caſe, he ſhould find it a difficult Task 
ever to inveigle her thither : For though 
ſhe would not oppoſe following the Map 
that 
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\ the loved, to the Earth's utmoſt 
Confines, yet ſhe could never affect that 


Man, who made not equal Returns, and 
above all Things, placed not an unli- 
mited Confidence in her. 


Mr. Iſaacſon might as well have com- 


plied with a good Grace at firſt, as have 
been drawn Head and Shoulders into the 
ſame thing afterwards; and this, when 


it was too late, he wiſhed he had done; 


but then, from the Reaſon that Miſs had 
alledged for her Departure, ſo abruptly, 


he expected ſuch a Scene to begin, upon 


his Lady's Notice of it, as would prove 


moſt abhorrent from his open, and gener- 


ous Diſpoſition. However, as nothing 
leſs than yielding to her Requeſt would 


ſatisfy her, he at length, under ſome Re- 


luctance, acquieſced to it. 
No ſooner had the Lady ſatisfied her 


Curioſity, than with an Air of Diſdain, 


toſſing up her Noſe at her Husband ; the 
ſaucy impertinent Puſs, ſaid ſhe ; whence 
knows ſhe, but from you Sir, how agree- 
able her Paſſage in Mr. Roberts's Coach 
would have been to me? What an 
impudent Sneer does ſhe proceed with, 
by pointing out me, as the ſingle Per- 
ſon her Company would be diſagreeable 

to? 
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8 to? A Lady of the ſtriteſt Honour 

too! I'll warrant you, added ſhe, this 

— Minx would pretend to be; but what 

F above all raiſes my Contempt of her 

'F Scholarſhip is, the prophetick Concluſion 
* that ſhe draws, from firſt our Looks, 
then Words, which riſing (as ſhe ex- 

1 cted) to a tremendous Flame, might 
if © diſcompoſe you Sir, added ſhe : For that 

# I perceive is her chief Concern, 

A very pretty Perſon this, my Dear, 
ſaid ſhe, to have been retained in your 
Family, to my Confuſion : For if at a 
Diſtance, ſhe dares to vilify my Reputa- 
tion ſo infamouſly to you, and with your 
ſeeming Approbation too, had ſhe been 
admitted to a more intimate Acceſs to 
me, I muſt have lived in Dread of my 
own perſonal Safety from her. 

1 am ſincerely pleaſed, added ſhe, with 
this Sketch of the Lady's natural Com- 
plexion, and be aſſured, Sir, that from the 
firſt Interview you ſhall henceforth have 
of each other, you may be at Liberty to 
recall her home to you, in the ſtead of 
| an injured Wife, no more to be devoted 
| either to your Bed, or Board : for from 

the next Piece of Correſpondence _— 
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\ſhall ,ever be exchanged between you, 
I ſhall fly your Hou, as from a Peſti- 
lence ; and ſaying this, ſhe turned out of 
the Room, and left him. | 


c H A P. v. 


Repents his Marriage. Fears to oppoſe 

His Wife. Mrs. Roberts is to adviſe 
her. Her gentle Behaviour to Mrs. Ro- 
berts. Surpriſing Meeting between Mr, 
Iſaacſon and his Lady. She turns his 
Delight to her own Purpoſes. Wheedles 
him out of a new Equipage, China, &C: 
till drained of bis Caſh. 


'F" HE little Enjoyment Mr. Jſaacſon's 
Lady afforded him of his Life, had 
many times, even within the two firſt 
Months of his Nuptials, diſqualified him 
for the Eſſex Bacon; and though ſhe 
brought him an immenſe Fortune, yet 
gladly would he have doubled it from 
his own Eſtate, and have abandoned 
both to the next Comer, who could at 
the ſame time have eaſed him of his 
Lady too; but all was in vain, He had 
all along lived in the Delights of the 

Marriage 
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Marriage State with his firſt Wife, which 
Reflection but augmented his Diſtreſs, 
at finding himſelf thus henpecked by a 
ſecond ; nor could he poſſibly form a Re- 
ſolution of pulling her down in her Wed- 


ing Shoes, and ſignifying to her, that 


as Nature had formed him for it, he re- 
ſolved to be Maſter of his own Family : 
For having ever enjoyed himſelf in the 
ſweets of Peace and Plenty, the very 
Thought of that force he muſt put upon 
his own Diſpoſition, and probably, the 
long Continuance of it, before he might 
be capable of demonſtrating that he was 
in the quiet Enjoyment of the Breeches, 
2 quaſhed every riſing Suggeſtion, 
or putting the Attempt in practice. 

The only Method, as Matters were 
circumſtanced, that he could reſolve upon 
taking was, to engage Mrs. Roberts to 
catechiſe his Lady a little, and to adviſe 
her to more Moderation in her Behaviour 
to him, by laying before her the Pertur- 
bations of his Mind, ariſing from her 
Heats and Paſſions. This, though but 
an undeſirable Office to moſt Folks, yet 
the good Underſtanding that had for a 
long Time ſubſiſted between them two, 
m ſome meaſure, intitling her to almoſt 

| every 
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every Freedom, ſhe refolved to attempt 
it as the very next Day: For Madam 


had declared ſhe had farther Buſineſs in 


Town, and ſhould not ſtir to the Country 
for a Week, at leaſt; ſo that their Jour- 
ney being deferred, without a Day fixed, 
ſhe doubted not an Opportunity for her 
Perſuafives, before the Morrow would 
be paſſed. 
Having aſſured Mr. Jſaacſon of her 
beft Endeavours for his Service, as the 
next Morning, he dreſſed himſelf early, 
and went abroad ; not only that he might 
afford his Mediatrix the better Oppor- 
tunity for the diſplay of her Talents 
but that he might avoid the firſt Onſet 
of his Wife's Fury, m caſe ſhe ſhould 
ſuſpect him to have played off his Kinſ- 
woman u her; for he dreaded: the 
Conſequences that might follow. 


Mr. [faacſon having, contrary to Cuſ- 


tom, ſtayed out for ſome Hours, and 
not returning at almoſt Dinner-time, his 
Lady began to open to Mrs. Roberts, in 
a complaining Way, by her wondering 
what could be become of him. She was 
very ſure, the ſaid, that he, a Stranger, 
as ſhe might ſay, in the Town, could 


have no neceſſary Engagements upon his 
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A Hands, to detain him fo, for a whole 
Ft | Morning. 
N This gave Mrs. Roberts occaſion to tell 
her, that ſurely no Gentleman was ac- 
1 countable to his Wife, for the beſtowing 
4 of his vacant Hours, ſo that he avoided 
li! but debauched Company; which, in her 
Kinſman, a Man of the moſt exact and 
. virtuous Deportment, was what could by 
no means be ſuſpected. Men, Mrs. Iſaac- 
en replied, were all Hypocrites, and 
Deceivers; nor could any Woman anſwer 
for the. Company they kept, when once 
out of her own ſight. 
This put Mrs. Rcberis upon telling her 
plainly, that the Entertainment ſhe had 
it obſerved her to give him at Home, could 
1 by no means conduce to the rendering it 
N agreeable to him ; and that, for her part, 
1 both ſhe and ber Husband had often 
8 been ſurprized at his taking it ſo paſ- 
fively ; for that Mr. 2 had = 
vowed, that as well as he loved her, he 
would ſoon make the Houſe too hot to 
hold her, had ſhe given him but a tythe of 
the Occaſion, that he had obſerved Mrs, 
Tjaacſon to have given her Husband, 
Mrs. Roberts, having ended, waited for 
ſome cxtravagant Speech from her Friend, 


by 
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by way of Reply; but Mrs, Iſaacſon, 
having then an After-Game in her Head, 
which ſhe had thoughts of playing with 
her Husband, whom ſhe made no Scruple 
to ſuſpect of having tutored Mrs. Ro- 
berts into her preſent Lecture, replied, 
Do you ſay ſo in earneſt, my Dear? 
Do I really treat my dear Husband amiſs ? 
well truly! If that is the Caſe, I 
ſhall be more circumſpeC than to offend 
for the Future. I have every Reaſon 
in the world to praiſe his Behaviour to 
me, ſave only, that I think him a little 
too cloſe-fiſted, and not willing that we 
ſhould make the Fi igure in Life, that our 
Fortune demands, 

Mrs. Roberts declared, that ſhe had. 
never before heard her Couſin charged. 
with any Penuriouſneſs that way; nay, . 
that ſhe would be reſponſible for the Con- 
trary, provided Mrs, 1/aac/on would make 
it her Study to behave but with common. 
Complaiſance to him: For that he had 
rather been taxable with the contrary Ex- 
tream, during all his late Wife's Time, 
who was certainly one of the Tweeteſt 

_ tempered and moſt compliant Creatures 

* in the Univerſe: Nay, added ſhe, he 

never could think any Expence, which 
| D 2 he 
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he might but barely preſume grateful to 
her, too-laviſh for giving her Satisfaction, 

Mrs. Iſaacſon thanked her Friend ex- 
treamly for theſe Hints, which ſhe was in 
nodoubt, ſhe ſaid, but ſhe ſhould at length 
make redound to her own Advantage : 
So that all now was over, and the Ladies 
removed to their ſeparate Apartments, be- 
fore Mr. Jſaacſon's Return; who, poor 
Man, even knocked at his own Door, as a 
Beggar would for an Alms, under tremb- 
ling for the Approach of a Servant to 
open it to him, leſt a Peal of Thunder 
ſhould have waited him, from that 
voluble Tongue, that had already fo 
often ſounded to his Confuſion, 

He asked the Servant where his Lady 
was? Who replied, ſhe had juſt before 
left her in her Dreſſing- room, preparing 
for Dinner; and believed her Lady in- 
tended viſiting in the Afternoon, for 
that ſhe was dreſſing more elegantly 
than ordinary. He had but ſeldom 
hitherto accoſted her in that Attitude, 
unleſs when peculiarly in good Humour; 
however, he was determined now to do 
it, that he might be ſenſible as ſoon as 
poſſible, whether Mrs, Roberts had kept 
Promiſe with him, and in ſome meaſure 

ET gueſs 


8 The INNOCENT SUFFERER, £3 
geueſs what an Effect it had had: For, as 
his Situation could ſcarce prove worſe 
than it was, he was N anxious 
for the Knowledge of what he ſhould 
have to trult to | 
He therefore bolted in abruptly, with, 
So my Dear, are you dreſſing = Dinner ? 
She aroſe from her Toilet, and with one 
of the ſweeteſt Countenances that he 
could recollect ever to have ſeen her put 
on, Pray how do you hke me in this 
Dreſs to day, my Love? ſaid ſhe. He 
aſſured her extreamly well; nor did 
he remember ever to have ſeen it before, 
he ſaid, but it was ſo becoming, that ſne 
even charmed him in it, and was ſeem- 
ingly an intire new Creature. Le 
Claſping him then round the Neck, 
and kiſling him, ſhe replied, that though 
it had ever been her Favourite, yet ſhe 
ſhould thenceforth eſteem it imcompa- 
rably beyond what ſhe had ever done, as 
meeting alſo with his Approbation. He 
| was then turning from her, that he might 
not impede her Dreſſing, as he told her; 


0 ſaying, he would wait her in the Parlour; 
3 but ſo far was ſhe from conſenting to 
t part with him, that intreating him to 
e take his Seat by her, ſhe ſnould probably 


3 require 
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require his Opinion of other Parts of her 
Dreſs preſently, ſhe ſaid, and then, ſhe 
ſhould ever after judge, how beſt to. 
pleaſe his Taſte. | F 


The good Man was in ſuch Raptures 


at this pleaſing Change in his Lady's 
Behaviour, that he knew not well what 
to make of it; but determined, that 
nothing ſhould eſcape him, that might 
but eventually divert her Courteſy into. 
another Channel. He fat by her through» 
out her whole Dreſſing, and at the Con- 
cluſion profeſſed he had not enjoyed 
bimſelf fo defirably, ſince the firſt Mo- 
ment of his Wedlock ; nor, indeed, had 
he ever before beheld thoſe Beauties in 
her Perſon, which then exhibited them- 
ſelves too conſpicuouſly, to eſcape the 
molt tranſient Notice. 

In ſhort, they appeared wholly debo- 


nair all Dinner-time, nor would he reſt 


till he had drawn her into a Walk in the 
Mall with him, and had there but been 
any Amuſement whatſoever in Prepara- 
tion for the Evening, to this he would 
have taken the two. Ladies: For his 
Heart was now ſo open, that he could 
have denied her Nothing; but ſhe made 


nao inordinate Uſe of the Power ſhe ſa 


apparently 
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apparently had over him, till the Oppor- 
tunity ſhould prove more favourable 
for it. 1 | 
Many a one would puſh their Requeſts 
to an Extravagance, were it not for a 
Conſciouſneſs of the Impoſition, which 
over-ſhadows their Countenances with 
Bluſhes, declaratory of the Confuſion 
and Shame that the Soul at ſuch time 
labours with; and this it is, that renders 
exceſſive Demands even Scandalous, to 
the Mouth of him, whoſe Hand makes 
no Scruple to ſubſcribe itſelf to them in 
writing ; but the Lady we are now treat- 
ing of, though intirely of the fame Dil- 
poſition with thoſe above, made uſe of as 
fignificant a Method of Conveyance for 


her Deſires, and, at the ſame time, as re- 


mote from the Expoſure of her Bluſhes: 
For beginning her Application, juſt af- 
ter ſome tender Endearments of her 
Husband, as they were in Bed, and in the 
Dark together ſhe clung round him, 
and with a Sigh, my Dear, ſaid ſhe, I 
fear you were angry with me, for alledg- 
ing my Impreparation for leaving the 
Town with you. He replied, that to be 
be ſure it would be more pleaſing to 
kim to be at home, after an Abſence of 
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more Months, than he had for ſeveral 
Years paſt ſpent Days from thence, 
Well! {he ſaid, if he would not be 
enraged at her, ſhe would inform him 
i of the true Reaſon of her Reluctance to 
| that Journey. The fond Husband, feel- 
ing her Heart beat, and perceiving her 
Tongue falter, whilſt ſhe crept cloſer 
and cloſer to him, aſſured her, that what- 
ever ſhe might have to communicate ta 
q! him, he would receive with the utmoſt 
13 Temper and Calmneſs; and, fo far from 
4 being enraged at her, as ſhe ſuſpected, 
4 that if it proved diſagreeable to him, he 
would hope to back his Sentiments with 
. ſuch Reaſons, as might ſway her 
11 to his Opinion; but added, that no Ca- 
Price of his own ſhould prevail for his 
IE denying her any reaſonable Thing it 
[i ſhould be in his Power to comply with. 
|| Madam having brought him to this, 


1 where you have for ſome Years dwelt 

1 in the higheſt Reputation, and Affluence. 

Taͤou are very ſenſible, that neither your 
| Carriages, 


23 firſt adminiſtring ſuch a downy Kiſs as 
| | melted his very Soul into her Boſom; 
VF my Dear, ſaid ſhe, you now want me 
| 1 to accompany you into the Country, 
1 wherein I am as yet a Stranger; but 
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Carriages, or my own, are worthy of 
our conjoined Fortunes; but what think 
you will be the Voice of the Country, 
upon your bringing down a new Bride 
to them, in an old ruſty oach, that they 
have been for half an Age accuſtomed to? . 
Will it not be currently reported to both 
our Diſgrace, that you have picked up 
ſome London Ale-wife, or a Perſon of as 
mean Extract, who muſt be glad to take 
up with any thing, and who for the Sake 
of a Wheeled Conveyance, would be glad 
of a Cart, or a Waggon? For no body 
will ſuſpect, if I brought you but barely 
ſufficient for the Purpoſe, that, upon the 
Solemnity of this Occaſton, we ſhould 
appear otherwiſe than in an entire new 
Equipage. Be not angry, my Dear, 
added ſhe ; Women have a natural Mix- 
ture of Vanity in their Compoſitions, nor 
can I by any means plead an Exemption 
from the common Set of my Sex; though 
I would gladly reduce it as far as poſſible 


to a Subſerviency to your Will. 

Mo The loving Husband, in Raptures at 
> . . . | 
q this new Turn his Affairs ſeemed to be 
c taking, and glad to hear that his Lady's 
i Demands amounted to no more than a 


=] new Coach, embraced her with utmoſt 
95 Tenderneſs, 
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Tenderneſs, and aſſured her, how agree- 
able it would ever be to him, even to 
out-run the Deſires of ſo gentle and 
amiable a Wife, as he hoped ſhe would 
ever prove to him; and as for the required 
Coach, it was inſtantly concluded, to be- 
- ſpeak it the next Morning. 
Madam's Taſte was now nicely to be 
conſulted in this new Vehicle; nor would 
any thing leſs than a Landau, of the 
neweſt Cut and Faſhion, godown, painted 
after a moſt pompous Manner; and this, 
with three Sets of Harneſs, and all other 
Apparatus compleat, cut no little Depth 
in ta lefs than three hundred Pounds, 
which was all the ready Caſh the Eſquire 
had left, after having ſecured every Penny 
beſides for the Purchaſe of Lands, to the 
_ Uſe of his future Family; but, however, 
his Rents would be coming in again ſoon, 
and upon theſe he reſolved to live very 
Sparingly. 
Whilſt this Implement was building, 
Madam demeaning herſelf ſo Dutifully 
and Loveingly to her Husband, as even 
to charm him in return for ſuch an 
Exceſs of Affection, he could do no leſs, 
as he thought, than put the Queſtion to 
her, whether there would be any thing 
elle 
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elſe wanting to carry down with them? 
And if ſo, deſired her to ſpeak, that no 
Time mig be loſt in providing it. 

The E who had long had it in her 
Head, but had never before parted with 
it, for lack of a convenient Opportunity, 
hang! 3 his Neck, with a moſt lan- 
guiſhing Leer told him, that indeed he 
was too good to her; but ſince himſelf 
had put the Queſtion, ſhe could not but 
fay, that it had often entered into her 
Mind, what a Figure they two would 


make, before the Encreaſe of their Fa- 


mily, in ſo vaſt a Conveniency as their 
Landau would be, when ever they ſhould 
either go to Church, or upon a Viſit, 
alone; not but that ſhe held it abſolutely 
Proper to have ſuch a Carriage, as they 
might upon Occaſion accommodate a 
Friend in; but a Chariot, of the Berlin 
make, ſhe owned, would be moſt ſuitably 
adapted to them ; beſides, that the Airy- 
neſs of the Machine, and the Lightneſs, 


would miniſter infinite Delights to her, 


what ſhe ſhould be a meer Stranger to in 
the Landau, eſpecially in bad Weather; 
nor could ſhe omit one other Benefit; 
tor that in caſe of both, though they 

| ſhould 
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directed this to be. 
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ſhould be engaged upon divers Occa- 
ſions, and to different Places, the Out- 
ſet of one of them could bę go Incom- 
modity to the other, as ee have 
a ſeparate Vehicle, for their ſeveral 
"nk 


She asked him what he thought of 
what ſhe had ſaid, and whether it did not 


ſeem highly agreeable to his Sentiments 


as well as to hers? Begging him to be 
erfectly unreſerved, and to give her a 
Check, if he diſapproved her Suggeſ- 
tions. | 
After this Act of Condeſcenſion in his 
deareſt Bride, there was but little Need 
of her fearing a disfavourable Reply; 
nor, indeed, had he the leaſt Objection, 
ſave the Delay it would give to their 
Journey; but this ſhe obviated, by aſ- 
ſuring him it was her Intent, that, when 


ready, it ſhould be ſent down after 


them. 

This, however, was a Point gained 
upon the Husband's Part, and the Ber- 
lin Chariot was forthwith to be built, 
upon a Model of the Lady's own chooſ- 
ing; nor could a more Elegant one be 
formed by the Art of Man, than ſhe 


Two 
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Two or three other Servants ſeemed 
ſoon neceſſary, to aggrandiſe all this new 
Equipage The Liveries, not only for 
the rel in Town, were to be 
all new and laced in an extravagant Man- 
ner; but Cloth and Lace of the ſame 
Patterns were to be ſent into the Country, 
for new rigging ſeveral there in the ſame 
Cut; till at length Expences ran ſo 
high, and daily increaſed ſo, that with- 
out more-ado he had devoted the whole 


ready Money I have mentioned to his 


Lady's peculiar Service, and gave him- 
ſelf but little Concern how ſhe diſpoſed - 
of it; but the above Things were ſcarcely 
compleated, with ſeveral other not taken 
into my Account, before, diſcourſing 
one Day with him about the Quantity 
and Quality of the China his late Lady 
had by her, and hearing that to conſiſt 
ſolely of Things uſeful, Madam declared 
ſuch a Paſſion for thoſe dear delightful 
Jarrs, Images, and numberleſs Trum- 
pery, that arrived only from that charm- 
ing Country the Indies, that the Eſquire 
was hooked in to conſent to her pleaſ- 
ing herſelf at an India Houſe in Leaden- 
hall-ftreet, ſo far as ſhe pleaſed to 80 "4 
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This Article intirely employed his 
whole Stock, and left almoſt every other 
Particular that had been belgpken un- 
paid for: So that the gollMan was 
obliged to write into the Country for a 
Recruit, before he could any ways de- 
camp, with Honour; but having no 
Steward there, or other Perſon peculiarly 
_ retained for and accuſtomed to the Re- 
ecipt of his Rents, there was but one 
Tenant, who fhewed himſelf ſo forward. 
for Payment, as to agree to account 
with one of his Servants, ' upon his Maſ- 
ter's particular Order for him fo to do; 
the reſt all ſhuMing off their Rent, till 
their Landlord himſelf returned. 

An Order was therefore ſent to him, 
who thereupon paid his preceding Lady- 
day's Rent; but it proved no more than 
a Breakfaſt to the Load of Demands that 
ſtill lay behind; whereupon, threatening 
Letters were ſent to moſt of the conſi- 
derable Fenants, for Payment of their 
Rents forthwith, or that Mr. Iſaacſon 
would take particular Care to be up with 
them at his Return, and by this Method 
he collected about four hundred Pounds 
more, and received ſome Promiſes of 

Returns 
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Returns in a very ſhort time ; but the 
Landau not being quite ready, and the 
Berlin by this time being almoſt as for- 
ward 3 in hopes of more Returns ſpee- 
dily from the Country, Madam con- 
verted the four hundred Pounds to other 
Uſes, before the Delivery of the Coach 
makers Demand: For having diſcovered, 
that her Husband's chief Stock of Plate con- 
ſiſted only of Spoons, Salts, Mugs, a Tan- 
kard, and ſome few common Houſhold 
Utenſils, ſhe could give no Peace to her 
Mind, till ſhe had acompleat Service, ſhe 
ſaid, not only for immediate Uſe, but for 
the Ornament of the Side-board ; for that, 
in her Opinion, a Side-board, amply fur⸗ 
niſned with that Ware, K the 
moſt elegant edible Entertainment, that 
could be placed upon a Table; not only 
to themſelves, as Proprietors, but even 
in the Eye of every polite Gueſt too; 
but that ſhe might not appear Extrava- 
gant, ſhe ſaid, that as ſhe had Quantities 
of her late Husband's Plate by her, 
which from the Antiquity of its Faſhion, 
was become Uſcleſs to her, ſhe would 
ſell all that, and with the Purchaſe-Mo- 
ney, and a little Addition from her 
Husband's 


re eee ere een 
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Husband's Caſh, would procure a very 
handſome Service. ä 5 
ll - Mr. Iſaacſon, who ſtill imagined every 
1 Demand to be the laſt, conſeqdently con- 
1 cluded, that his Lady's Ingenuity, though 
put ever fo far upon. the Stretch, could 
0 never conceive any further Demand upon 
him, complied alſo with this, upon the 
Proſpect that as her own Plate was to be 
applied to the Purchaſe of New, the 
Difference could not amount to many 
Pounds, upon any Pretence whatſoever; 
but blind Calculations, are but ſeldom 
juſt ones: For the Lady had ſo many 
peculiar Applications for almoſt every 
new-fangled Gimcrack that was produced 
to her, that ſhe not only paid away the 
Produce of her own Plate, but contracted 
to the Value of upwards of three hundred 
Pounds more than her Husband was 
able to pay down, for her new Acquiſi- 
tions. | 
This would have irritated even an 
Archbiſhop, who as the Pinacle of Chri- 
ſtian Virtues, we may ſuppoſe to be beſt 
ſurniſned with them; and would have 
ſtirred up the Choler of our Eſquire 
againſt his Lady too, had not ſhe in the 
Height 


= 
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Height of her Suſpicions of what would 
be inſtantly diſcharged at her, in an Ex- 
taſie, hugging and ſmacking him, cried 
out; O! my dear Love, how beauti- 
fully appear theſe rich Ornaments in: my 
Eye? You have hereby teſtified your 
Love, indeed, for me, and have made 
me the happieſt Woman this day in 
England. 

This Artifice of the Lady, ſilenced all 
her Husband's Batteries at once, and the 
better to keep her in Good-humour, he 
even ſubmitted to an Acknowledgment, 
that her Taſte for ſuch THe Was mots 
Exquilite, 


CHA 2 We 


Miſs Olympia and Mrs. Roberts cor- 
reſpond by Letter. Mr. Iſaacſon wants 
to borrow Money. His Wife lends it 
out of her reſerved Caſh. She laviſhes it 
away More Money taken up. Ten 
new Horſes bought. Set out with à grand 
Retinue. Break down by the M. aye 
Get Home at laſt. 0 


188 Ohmpia would have been 
half diſtracted at this Delay of 
her Father, and Couſins, had not Mrs. 
Roberts 
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Roberts taken upon her to correſpond 
with her; ſo that Letters paſſing, and 
repaſſing between them, almoſt Weekly, 
Miſs was conſtantly informed of the State 
of their Affairs in Town ; for her Father, 
for the Sake of all his future Proſpects 
with his Lady, durſt not have held the 
leaſt Epiſtolary Commerce with her. 
Mr. Jſaacſon's Returns by no means 
anſwering the Demands his Lady had for 
them in Town, whoſe every new Pur- 
chaſe (though he was aſſured it was to 
be the laſt) but further involved him in 
Debt; he at length grew fo uneaſy at 
It, that rather than ſuffer the Difgrace 
of Tradeſmen daily at his Door, whilſt 
under a Diſability for their Satisfaction, 
he vowed he would borrow, upon his 
Bond, a Sufficiency to diſcharge all his 
Incumbrances, and return it out of their 
firſt Year's Income, which he made no 
Diſpute of performing, with a conſi- 
derable Over-plus ; but having experi- 
mented one or two of his former Ac- 
quaintance whoſe Abilities he queſtioned 
not, and whoſe Friendſhip he fully re- 
lied on, unſucceſsfully, he became fo 
dejected, as not to be capable of hiding 
it from the inquiſitive Eye of his Lady, 
N | who, 
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who, as ſhe. was ſeldom at a loſs for 
Means to extricate herſelf from Difficul- 
ties, ſoon provided the like for his Sa- 
tisfaction too, by propoſing to advance 
him a thouſand Pounds or two, from 
her own reſerved Caſh, which ſhe doubt- 
ed not but, at her Requeſt, her Truſtee 
would immediately conſent to. 

The Diſeaſe of her Husband's Mind, 
gauling him even beyond Toleration, he 
readily ſnapt at this Remedy; and no 
ſooner had the Truſtee accorded to Ma- 
dam's Deſires, than ſhe told her Huſ- 
band, that ſince ſhe had found out ſo 
ready a Supply, ſhe would refer it to his 
Judgment, indeed, but, in her Opinion, 
it would be the beſt Way, now they 
were about it, entirely to furniſh them» 
felves with every Thing that they might 
ſſibly want in the Country; and as ſhe 
ad, whillt ſhe tarried at his Seat, ob- 
ſerved the Furniture of his Houſe, as to 
the Bedding, to conſiſt of no one T hing 
better than Mohair; and that his wooden 
Utenſils were chiefly of Oak, or at beſt 
Walnut- tree, which he muſt admit to be 
both unpolite and unfaſhionable, they 
bad better, at ance, ſupply themſelves 
with theſe in Mahogany z' nor 1 
| Ws 
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they poſlibly receive a Friend for a few 
Nights, without a Damask bed or two, 
at leaſt, to lay them in, which Trifle 
ſhe could not expect him to deny her, 
ſeeing how readily ſhe even devoted the 
little Reſervation ſhe had made for her 
own private Purpoſes to his Service. 
What was to be done in this Caſe ? 
Some of her Money he reſolved to ac- 
cept of for extricating himſelf from his 
preſent Embarraſſments, and ſhould he 
deny her further Gratifications, when 
ſhe had offered him a Supply for their 
Procurement. he was but too ſenſible, 
that all the Expence he had already 
ſquandered away (as he eſteemed it) 
would be regarded as nothing by her : 
So that hoping to find an End of his 
Disburſements ſome time or other, he 
gave into her way of Thinking, and 
took up, upon his ſingle Bond to her 
Truſtee, the Sum of Fwo thouſand 
Pounds ; when having paid away almoſt 
halt of the Sum upon Pre-engagements, 
he put the Remainder into his Lady's 
Hanc's, as the moſt ample Fund, in his 
Imagination, for her Purpoſes ; aſſuring 
her at the ſame time, that, under a 
proper CEconomy, ſhe mult have a con- 
| | N ſiderable 


Ft 
8 
* N 


The Innocent Sur rERER. 69 


ſiderable Remainder after the Comple- 
tion of her whole Views. = 
The Lady, who upon every the like 
Occaſion, had an Equivalent ever at hand 
for his Favours, could not now, as ſhe 
pretended, reſtrain herſelf from teſtify- 
ing her Gratitude, by ſuch Plenty of 
Dears and Salutes, Love and Affection, 
as in three Minutes Time, left him till 
her Debtor ; nor was he ſo churliſh a 
Husband, as rather to remain upon her 
Books, 'than to clear Scores with her ; 
for full ten Days had not paſſed, before, 
vacating his firſt Bond, he gave her 
Truſtee another for Three thouſand 
Pounds, a third being abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary for the Diſcharge of her Novel- 
engagements ; but ſuch a Houſeful of 
Whim-whams in Mahogany were ſcarce 
ever collected together before, and theſe 
of ſuch exquiſite Workmanſhip, as if 
ſolely deſigned for a Reduction to Shivers 
and Fragments, in their Conveyance to 
Glouceſterſhire, without an Expence in 
their Carriage almoſt equal to their firſt 
Purchaſe ; but as this was now become 
abſolutely neceſſary, if ſhe ever intended 
to ſhew out with them, the whole Houſe. 
was turned into a Workſhop for many 
| Days 
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Days, with ſawing, and hammering, to 
make ſeparate Caſes for all this Inunda- 
tion of Play- things; for that no two of 


them muſt, by any Means, touch each 


other, or muſt they be ſubjected to the 
leaſt Weight, leſt they ſnould be crum- 
bled to Atoms by the Way: So that 


what with Mats, Papers, Cards, Caſes, 


Sc. Sc. it is incredible, what Bills were 
paid on that account before one of them 
was ſet forth in their Manſion. | 

Madam having now run almoſt to the 
Length of her Chain, the Bills being all 
paid, and their Journey agreed upon, 
with ſcarce Stock enough in hand for 


their Travelling Charges, a new Crochet 


took her m the Head, that ſome of her 
Horſes were blind, and that they were 
all full aged, and conſequently no ways 
ſuitable to the new Curricles they were to 
be conjoined to. She had four of them, 
and her Husband the hke Number, but 


a compleat Set was what ſhe affected, 


nor could ſhe travel without them. 
She had ordered one of her Servants 


to bring her a true State of the Condi- 
tion he ſhould find her Husband's Horſes 


in, whoſe Report advancing them but 
little fuperior to her own, ſhe was reſo- 
| lute 
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lute for a Change, let what would be 
the Conſequence. She accordingly at- 
tacked the *Squire with her Wiſhes, that 
ſhe could but once get out of Town with 
him, left the Summer ſhould be quite 
ſpent firſt ; but how they ſhould poſſi- 
bly do it, was the Dificulcy ſhe had 
ſome Time laboured with, having never 
yet been able to digelt it. 

Mr. 1/aac/ou was ſurpriſed at her Dit. 
courſe; but replied, Have we not now 
two Coaches, a Landau, and a new 
Chariot, my Dear, with eight Draft- 
Horſes in the Stable? and do you make 
a Doubt, how with theſe we ſhall get to 
Gloucefterſvire ? I know, replied ſhe, 
that with theſe we may tow down in 
time, like Veffels againſt the Stream, 
a Pair of Horſes to each Carriage, in 
Proceſſion, by Way of Funeral ; bon 
what ſuits the Sprightlineſs of my Ge- 
nius, and I ſhould hope, by courſe, of 

r own too, would be to whirl away 
upon the Nail fo lightly as ſcarce to leave 
a Trace behind us; as if Horſes were 
made for Men, and not Men tor Horſes, 
as I always judge thoſe'to be, who had 
rather fatigue themſelves than their 
Cattle. | BY 

Now 
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Now pray, my Dear, added ſhe, how 
is this to be done with our half-blind 
and crippled Beaſts, who, longing rather 
for Reſt than Travel, are for running 
their Heads into every Stable-door we 
come at? beſides, ſurely ! no People in 
their Wits would be drawn in either of 
our new Equipages with leſs than a Set 
of Horſes, and then we ſhall have juſt 
one Pair left for the Draught of three 
Carriages. 

Mr. Jſaacſon could not but think it 
would be highly prudent to diſpoſe of 
their old Carriages in Town, for the 
moſt that they could get for them, and 
then they ſhould have four Horſes for 
each of their new Vehicles, he told her, 
and might, as they were diſpoſed, ſome- 
times make uſe of one, — Doom of 
another, well imagining that he had 
offered ſuch a Clencher as could no ways 
be controverted. | 

His Lady then asked him, if they 
ever had any Rain in Glouceſterſhire ! 
Rain ! my Dear, faid he, yes ſure, or 
the Country would ſoon be depopulated. 
And would you, ſaid ſhe, have me at 
ſuch Times to make a Viſit in one of 


our new. Machines ?———> You ſee now, 
added 


. 
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added ſhe, that though it may be need- 
ful to appear occaſionally i in our beſt, 
yet our worſt Equipages will have their 
Utility too. | 
The. *Squire being thus foiled at every 
Weapon, demanded what it was ſhe. 
would have? for that he could perceive 
he had mifſed the Mark in all that he 
had attempted. To which Mrs. 1/aac/or 
replied, that the ſcantieſt Share of Re- 
flection, would have ſatisfied him of the 
Neceſſity there would be for a new Set 
of Horſes ; - ſuch as neither of them 
might either take Shame at being drawn 
by, or refuſe to venture their Necks 
with in a dusky Evening, or a danger- 
ous Way: For that upon the exacteſt 
Scrutiny ſhe had been able to make, 
the whole eight Horſes, which at pre- 
ſent their Stock conſiſted of, had not 
more than ſix good Eyes amongſt them; 
that one of hers had a blunt Spavin, and 
two of his were fo tender-foored, as to 
diſdain all Ground leſs tender than a 
Carpet. Now theſe, added ſhe, though 
they may be uſeful in the farming Wa ay 
you delight in, are by no Means adapted 


to the Ule of a Lady of Figure in Life: 


For, ſurely! a Woman with the Bulk 
8 E. of 
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of my Fortune, may demand a Set of 
Horſes, or it will be very hard. I have 
now, added ſhe, explained myſelf ſo un- 
reſervedly to you, that I would perſuade 
myſelf the Neceſſity of-what I fay is too 
apparent to receive a Contradiction from 
ou. 
Mir. IJſaacſon longing to be freed from 
the Town, where her Demands rather 
multiplied, than decreaſed, would very 
gladly have granted her Requeſt, he 
fd, had he but wherewithal left to ſup- 
port the Charge of it; but as his Stock 
was ſo vaſtly diminiſhed by the Drafts 
that had already been made upon him, 
he aſſured her, he muſt defer it till the 
next Winter, unleſs he ſhould, in the 
mean time, meet with what would ſuit 
his Purpoſe nearer at home, and at a 
Time too, when he 25 8701 be better 
prepared for it. 

My Dear, ſaid ſhe, my Triclinytion has 
ever been for doing what is neceſſary to 
be done, at the Time it may be done; 
we are now in the grandeſt Market for 
Horſe-fleſh, perhaps, in Europe; where 
we may not only buy the beſt of Cattle, 
but the beſt ſeaſoned alſo z Creatures 
initiated to their Buſineſs, and not raw, 


and 
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and unexperienced Colts, with whom the 
keen Edge of all Pleaſure is abated, by 
the Dread of ſome Miſchief to ariſe from 
the Unſteadinefs of their Conduct. As 
for Caſh, you are ſenſible that my 
Affection can refuſe you no Part of my 
own Ten thouſand Pounds, which, ſhould 
Occaſion offer, ſhould be every Penny 
at your Service. | wet. 
Well! here was not only Horſes now 
wanted, but a Fund propoſed for the 
Purchaſe of all that would be needful; 
and Mr. Tfaacſon' having, in Manner 
before- mentioned, ſaddled himſelf with 
another thouſand Pounds, ten exceeding 
fine Horſes were bought from a ſockey 1 
near Moorfelds, the loweſt- priced one of 
which, coſt upwards of Forty Guineas: F 
For whatever Cattle theſe Gentlemen | 
diſpoſe of, are ſeldom known to want 
for Price. No ſooner was this her ul- 
timate Deſire complied with, than ſhe 
declared herſelf ready for the Country, 
longing then for nothing in Nature more 
than to be ſeen in her new Equipage : 
So that the very third Day after the 
Purchaſe of her Cattle, having previouſly 
loaded ſeveral Waggons with her F urni- 
ture, they ſet out with ſix of the new 
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Cattle in their new Landau, four more 
of them in the Berlin, and four of the 
old ones in each of the old Conveyan- 
ces, with ſix Servants on Horſeback 
with Holſters, Piſtols, and Houſings 
but that every Carriage might bear its 
equal Proportion in the Journey, the 
Squire and his Lady led up the Van, 
with the Horſemen before and beſide 
them, in the new Landau; Mr. Roberts 
and his Lady in the Berlin immediately 
followed them, and the two old Inſtru- 
ments were each of them charged with 
two Maid-Servants: So that wherever 
they paſſed, nothing leſs than ſome firſt- 
rate Nobleman could be ſuſpected of 

travelling with ſo auguſt a Retinue. 
Madam was never in her Life more 
delighted, than with this ſuperb Equi- 
page for all the firſt Day; but the next 
Morning, about four Miles beyond High- 
Wickham, one of the Irons ſnapping, to 
which the Landau was braced before, 
down came the Fabrick upon its Head, 
whilſt the Horſes were upon a firſt-rate 
Trot: So that the *Squire and his Lady 
were both drawn on a conſiderable Way, 
till the Out cry of the latter within, had 
given Notice to the Coachman, that it 
; wor 1d 
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would be requilite to halt a little; but 
as the Body of the Machine then hung 
ſo unluckily, that the Company could 
not creep out at the under Door, they | 
were forced to climb out at the upper, 
and be handed down by the Servants. 
The Confuſion was become ſo general 
amongſt the whole Corps, for they were 
all drawn up as near to the Diſaſter as 
poſſible, and had all quitted their Re- 
treats, to miniſter by their Aſſiſtance to 
the diſtreſſed Members z that when they 
could have ſeparated again, it became 
impracticable, till they had ſeverally re- 


ſumed their proper Stations; for had a 


Wheel but moved, they muſt, ſome of 

them, have been cruſned under it, for 

want of Room to avoid it. | 
Madam, having the Proverb of her 


Side, eſcaped with only a Bruiſe or two 


n her Legs, and one Shoulder; but 
her Husband, poor Man, looked more 
like a Spectre than a living Perſon, when 
he appeared; for his Head was moſt 
contoundedly broken againſt the [ron 
Ketch in the Ceiling of the Landau, be- 
ſides ſeveral ſevere Bruiſes, which lay 
concealed, under the weightier Calamity 
to his Noddle ; but thoſe failed not to 
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remind him of them ſoon after the Dref- 
ſing of his Skull, by an almoſt Inability 
to walk for a few Days after. Theſe, 
his Lady eſteemed as the moſt felicitous 
Part of the Accident, ſince they reſtrain- 
ed him from that Impatience he would 
other wiſe have expreſſed for being mov- 
ing before the Landau could be re- 
paired. CH. 5 
It was not only the Iron I have before 
mentioned, that had ſuffered by this 
Downfta], but ſeveral other Parts of the 
Landau had been mauled, ſcratched, 
fretted, and miſerably defaced by it, 
which all demanded new furbiſhing: So 
that they were not ready for their De- 
parture from the Village they had put in 
at, till the fourth Morning after; but 
moſt happily they proceeded for the Re- 
mainder of their Journey, without the 
leaſt farther Interruption, and at length, 
reaching the *Squire's Pariſh, were uſh- 
ered home under the Clangour of the 
Bells, and inceffant Shouts of their Te- 
nants and poor Neighbours, who had 
never beheld ſuch a magnificient Caval- 
cade in their Lives before, 
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Her Extravagance in the Country. Bears 
a Son. - Breaks her Husband's Heart. 
Refuſes to ſee her before bis Death. 
His Will read to his Lady. Her Re- 
marks. Miſs demands her Father's 
perſonal Eſtate. Hears be died in- 

' ſolvent. Melancholy Scene between Miſs 

and Mr. Faulconer her Lover, 


X ARS. Jaacſon, immediately upon her 
Me declaring Bertelf breed. 
ing, Mrs. Roberts ſtayed with her about 
a Week, at her Requeſt, as an Afliſ- 
tant to her Fancy in the Diſpoſition of 
all her new Furniture; and then taking 
Leave, ſhe and Mr. Roberts proceeded 
to Worceſterſhire, privately charged with 
Mr. Jaac ſon's hearty Commendations and 
Love to his Daughter, whom he in- 
treated to make herfelf eaſy without the 
Sight of him, and to reſt aſſured, that 
her Couſin Roberts had his Orders to 
{upply her with whatever ſhe ſhould haye 
Occaſion for, not doubting, but, uſa 
little Time, he ſhould ſo work updn 
her Mother's Diſpoſition, that a free 

E 4 Inter- 
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Intercourſe would be opened between 
them, and herſelf be as welcome at his 
Houle as ever; but begged her to con- 
tent herſelf without writing to him, for 
Reaſons that her Couſin Roberts would 
appriſe her of. | "= 
Theſe were heart-breaking Lines to 
Mifs Olympia; but yet, her Prudence 
rendered them more tolerable to her, 
than they , would have been to man 
other Perfons. Her Father had little 
leſs at Heart than his ſaving Scheme; 
firſt for Re-payment of his Bond, and 
then that he might amaſs all that was 
poſſible. for his Daughter. To thoſe 
Ends he deprived himſelf of many Satiſ- 
factions that he could have been pleaſed 
to have qualified himſelf with; but, 
however reſerved he was in his Expences, 
he ſoon found that there was another 
Head to be conſulted, before he ſhould 
be able to reduce them to his Inclination: 
For though he had imagined his Lady's 


Profuſion had been pretty well gorged 


already, even till ſhe could have found 
no Room for more; yet, the number- 
leſs daily Demands ſhe made upon him 
for Articles, in his Opinion, abſolutely 
uſeleſs, diſcharged his Mind at length 

| of 


The Innocent SUFFERER, 81 


of every Hope that there would be any 
End of them, or even the leaſt Inter- 
miſſion : For as one Act of Sin, though 
ever ſo cautiouſly committed, fails nor 
of drawing on a Train of fucceſſive 
Impieties; ſo the Extravagance his 
Lady had been guilty of in Town, woultl 
have anſwered little purpoſe in the Coun- 
try, without ſuch an additional Charge 
there, in the fixing, and exhibiting them 
in Character, in her Husband's old 
Dwelling, as even exceeded the original 
Coſt of them. | - 
Many Rooms that were hung with 
rich Tapeſtry, and other Wooilen Ma- 
nufactures, muſt now be new wainſcotted, 
and painted; Floors new laid; Windows 
altered; Ceilings raiſed ; and ſuch a 
Scheme had ſhe projected in her Head, 
as had her Husband's Income been 
double and treble what it was, muſt 
in few Years proſecution gf it, have rc- 
duced him to Bankruptcy. | 
He complied however, in ſome few 
Things which ſhe held abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary, for the fake of his own Peace; and 
with fair Words, and half Promiſes, 
ſeemed not altogether averle from the 
reſt ; but put them off to a more ſuitabie 
| E 5 Oppor- 
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Opportunity, though he had already con- 
fented to ſo much, as would deprive him 
even of paying off the Intereſt of his 
Bond for that Year, much leſs could he 
collect any Thing for his Daughter. 

In ſhort, Madam proceeding with her 
great Belly, was ſo often in a longing 
Condition, and that, for ſuch unat- 


' tainable Commodities, as had ſhe abated 


him moſt of her other Demands, would 
have ruined a moderate Fortune in the 
Procurement ; but have them ſhe muſt, 
he was told, or his Wite and the Child 
were in Danger. | 
Theſe unaccuſtomed Methods of fleec- 
ing him, together with the little Proſpect 
he had of ever ſeeing it otherwiſe, and 
ſeveral unanſwered Demands, which ſtood 
out againſt him in the Country before the 
Year was up, threw Mr, 1/aacſon into 
ſuch a deſponding Way, as having preyed 
for ſome few Months upon him almoſt 
inſufferably, at about the End of ſixteen 
Months after his Nuptials, laid him in 
his Grave, ſoon after he had ſeen himſelf 
the Father of as fine a Boy, as perhaps 
was ever beheld at his Age ; but as for 
ſome Months before he died, he had 
taken but little Notice of any Thing, ſo 
his 
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his Son was in the Number of the Sub- 
jets he paid but a trifling Regard to. 
He was fully ſenſible of his approaching 
Departure for ſome Time before he died, 
and retained it till his lateſt Moments; but 
that he might not interrupt weightier Mar- 
ters, he would not ſuffer his Wife to ap- 
proach him for ſeveral Days, left he fhould 
grow intemperate in his Reproaches of her, 
as the ſole Cauſe of his ſo untimely Fall; 
but on the Afternoon before he died, he 
locked himfelf into his Cloſet, where he 
fat down, and made the following Will, 
I Robert Jſaacſon, though the dulleft 
+ of Ideots myſelf, deſcended from pru- 
dent Parents, whoſe Manners had J 
« retained, inſtead of a dying Fool, I 
might for half an Age yet to come, 
have promiſed myſelf the Enjoyment 
of a living Man; but the Cale at pre- 
« ſent proving otherwiſe ; as a Man in 
my Circumſtances ouch to leave his 
Will upon Earth, though. he cannot 
perſorm it himſelf ; fo by this Writing, 
© which I intend for ſuch, I deſire, when 
dead, to be ſtuck upon a Pole, on the 
© molt conſpicuous Eminence in the 
County of Glouceſter, as a Memento to 
my Countrymen, againſt the nn 
* © 
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of indulging a Wife in her Folly, rather 


than be at the neceſſary Trouble of 
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reducing her to a prudent QCEcono- 


- miſt. 


* Alfo, as to the good Woman I ſhall 
leave behind me, ſhould ever any 
Man hereafter have a Value for her 
as for a Wife, I hope it will be the 
greateſt Enemy I ever had; whoſe 
Friend, I will ſtill be ſo much, out of 
Chriſtian Charity, as to adviſe him 
rather to give her half his Eſtate, with- 
out his Perſon, than the Whole, with 
it; leſt he ſhould ſoon be able to ſay, 
as I now may, that he has Nothing 
left to diſpoſe of. 

* My Houſhold Goods, and all that I 
may call my own in the World, if any 
thing ſtill exifts under that Name, I 
give to my deareſt, and moſt valuable 
Daughter Olympia, whoſe Curſes upon 
me for my Stupidity, I moſt earneſtly 
deprecate. 

As to my Wife's Conſcience, I be- 
queath it the whole Void between 
Heaven and Earth, if capacious enough 
to contain it; if not, I remit it to the 
Hell it was originated in, where there 
will be no ſcuffling for Room. 
a . My 
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My Wife, as my Executioner, may 
alſo be my Executor, if ſhe pleaſes ; 
if not, whoſo will, may, that ſhall firſt 
poſſets himſelf of Sufficient to pay for 
the Froof of my Will; and this, which 
is the-only Will | have had of my own 
ſince I laſt married, I hereby declare 
to be ſo. Witneſs my Hand, the 12th 
of June, 1723. 


KN 
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Mitleß Bubble, 
alias Robert Iſaacſon.“ 


The Phyſician who attended him 
through his whole Illneſs, and who had 
long been his intimate Acquaintance, 
happened to be by in Mr. /aacſon's laſt 
Struggles; when in one of his lntervals, 
he deſired him to look in his Cloſet for 
a Paper ſealed up upon his Table. He 
told him it was his Will, of which having 
no Duplicate, he deſired him to be care- 
ful; and after his Death, firſt to read 
it over to his Wife, and then to his 
Daughter, and to leave it with the lat- 
ter; but as to the Contents of it, he in- 
tended them not for a Secret, as all Man- 
kind had-a Chance for being intereſted in 
them ; nor had he made this Declaration 
many Minutes, before he expired. 175 

rs. 
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Mrs. Iſaacſon, upon Notice of her Huſ- 
band's Death, flew into ſuch an Exceſs 
of ſeeming Rage, as ſcarce ever to be 
beheld. She ſmote her Breaſt, tore her 
Hair, wrung her Hands, and expreſſed 
the Vehemence of her Lamentations for 
ſo good and tender a Husband, by ſo 
many Tokens of Sorrow, as the fondeſt 
of Wives might have been at a Loſs to 
have difplayed ; when the Doctor, to 
moderate her Griet a little, after ſtating 
her Husband's Condition as the Lot of 
the whole Species, deſired her to compoſe 
herſelf for a-while, till he had performed 
the laſt Words of his deceafed Friend, in 
reading over his Will to her, it being 
what he had enjoined him, upen com- 
mitting 1t to his'Care ; but the over-fond 
Lady could no ways bear it, ſhe ſaid, it 
would be too much for her, to hear the 
hvely Expreſſions of that dear Man, 
whom ſhe ſhould never hear ſpeak more. 

However, under ſome Perſuaſions of 
the Doctor's, and Incentives to the ap- 
peaſing of her Paſſion, ſhe at length 
conſented, and covering her Face, all 
bathed in Tears, with her Handkerchief, 
ſo well as her Sobs and Sighs would 
permit her, ſhe ſat attentively to imbibe 
the 
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the Impreſſions his Words would make 
upon her. 

She had much ada with herſelf to give 
a peaceable Hearing to the firſt Para- 
graph; but no fooner had the Doctor 
uttered it, than, O! the dear Soul! 
ſaid ſhe, he muſt certainly have been 
delirious at the penning of this, as in- 
deed, I took him to be for ſome Time 
paſt ; by his refuſing to admit me to his 
Preſence. Poor Man! added ſhe, it will 
be to no Purpoſe going on with it, Doc- 
tor. Pray give it me, it may ſerve to 
indulge my Grief over in private, for the 
Loſs of him. 

The Doctor told her, he was ſorry he 
could not comply with her Requeſt, 
having received the fame Injunction from 
his deceaſed Friend, for reading it over 
to his Daughter too; and then, having 
anſwered his Friend's Requeſt, he ſhould 
deliver it to the Perſon who appeared te to 
have the moſt Right to it. f 
Madam, perceiving the Doctor fo te- 
nacious, had the more Curioſity for its 
further Contents; ſo that if ſne might 
not be favoured with the Inſtrument it- 
ſelf, ſhe deſired him to proceed with it. 


Madam 
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Madam iſſued a moſt profound Sigh, 
at hearing the firſt few Words of the 
next Paragraph; but the Doctor had 
ſcarce read a Line further, before ſhe 
cried out, O!] no, never, never, can I 
make a Wife for any Man, after the Loſs 
of ſo good a Husband. 

The Doctor having at length laboured 
through the ſecond Paragraph ; O! mad! 
mad! to be ſure he was, ſaid ſhe. 
I preſume, Sir, ſaid ſhe, to the Doctor, 
that you have for ſome Time been con- 
ſcious of this, though you was cautious 
of terrifying me with the Report of it. 
The Doctor replied, upon his Reputa- 
tion, that he had never the leaſt Occa- 
ſion for ſurmiſing ſo; no, added he, 
not even at the Point of Death; for in 
my Apprehenſion, his Intellects were 
then as perfect as ever. Not mad! 
Doctor, ſaid the Lady, to write down 
in ſo ſolemn an Act as his Will, ſuch a 
Heap of Inconſiſtencies? Let us ſee it 
out, Madam, replied he; for there can 
be no judging upon Parcels, of any one 
intire Piece. 

Upon giving her the next Paragraph; 
ay, ſaid ſhe, that over Fondneſs for his 


Daughter, was the ſole Uneaſineſs I ever 
had 
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had with him; but the Doctor had fcarce 
traverſed the fourth Paragraph, before 
Madam's Tears were converted into 
Rage, which iſſued at length in a white 
Foam from her Lips, through the Ve- 
hemence of her Imprecations upon him. 
That wicked Scoundrel! ſaid ſhe, to vi- 
lify a loving Wife thus. O! that Hell 
he remits me to, would be a Heaven to 
me, could I be but ſure to find him 
there, that I might render his Torments 
tenfold to him. 

In ſhort, ſhe behaved ſo franicly: and 
made Uſe of ſuch deſperate” Expreſſions, 
that the Doctor little doubting ſome 
Miſchief would enſue, from his abſolutely 
refuſing her the Will, that ſhe might de- 
ſtroy it, which was what ſhe had ſeveral 
Times petitioned for ; that, ſnatching up 
his Hat, he made a ſudden Puſh out of 
the Houſe: and left her, | 

His next Stage was to Miſs Olympia, 
to whom alſo he produced and read 
the Will; but ſhe, poor Girl, was fo 
diſtreſſed for the Loſs of her Father, as 
to be incapable of ſolacing herſelf upon 
the bitter Character of her Mother-in-law. 
She conſulted Mr, Roberts and his Lady, 
however, upon the Event, who promiſed 

her 
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her to ſtand by her ; and though her Fa- 
ther's Diſcompoſure at the ill State of 
his Affairs, had cauſed him to aggravate 
Martters to an Extremity ; yet, as he had 
lately laid out ſuch a vaſt Sum in Hou- 
ſhold Goods, all of which he had given 
her; and as there could be no Diſpute, but 
there were large Sums owing to him for 
Rent, and probably many "other Sums 
due to him upon Securities, with ſeveral 
other Things of Value, not under Settle- 
ment; though ſhe ſhouid not turn out 
ſo Rich as ſhe might have hoped, and 
expected, yet, when all that ſhe would 
be intitled to, ſhould be collected into one 
Mafs, ſhe would find no Reaſon for 

concluding herfelf a defpicable Fortune. 
With theſe Hopes they buoyed up 
the poor Girl as much as poſſible; till at 
length, both they, and the Doctor, upon 
what they had reported, adviſed Miſs by 

all Means, to prove her Father's Will, 
ſince notwithſtanding the Oddity of it, 
the fame contained a ſpeeial Bequeſt to 
her, of all that he died worth in the 
World, which her Couſin Roberts in- 
ſiſted muſt be far from inconſiderable. 
This they urged ſo long, till at length 
_—y brought her into it, and it was 
proved 
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proved by her in the Archdeacon's Court, 
upon a Suggeſtion, that her Mother in- 
ſiſted upon its being deſtroyed. .. 

Miſs, whilſt ſne had been at Mr. Ro- 
Berts's ſo long by herſelf, had there got- 
ten a Lover, whoſe Viſits had been very 
conſtant before Mr. Roberts's Return, 
though more ſparing, fince he had learnt 
how ungenerouſly- her Father had done 
by her; for having no extraordinary For- 
tune of his own, was fearful of engaging 
too deeply with her, till he could be 
certain that her Dependencies would en- 
title them to a comfortable Subſiftance 
nay, he was ſo far from only tracing out 
his own Ends with her, that they had often 
talked this over together, and though 
neither had the leaſt to object to the 
other, in Point of Character or Affection, 
yet they had mutually agreed to let 
Matters reſt, till by ſome Means or other, 
a Sufficiency thould appear on either Side, 
for rendering their future Views in Life 
felicitous. 

This Gentleman, Mr. Faulconer, having 
heard of Mr. 1faac/on's Death, happened 
to call upon Miſs, to conſole her upon 
the melancholy Occaſion, and was ad- 
viſed with, what would be moſt Pg 

or 
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for the young Lady to do, and how ſhe 
ſhould behave with her Step- mother; 
when, he declined giving his Opinion firſt, 
but after having heard what could be 
ſaid of all Sides, he held up both Hands 
for going directly to Mrs. Jſaacſon's, and 
demanding whatever ſhe was intitled to 
under her Father's Will, leſt any Em- 
| bezzlements or Concealments ſhould. be 
made, in the mean time. He was for ob- 
ſerving the leſs Ceremony, he ſaid, for that 
the Lady was Miſs's profeſſed Enemy as but 
too plainly appeared, by her firſt turning 
Miſs out of her Father's Houſe, and then 
preventing all Intercourſe between them. 
They appointed the next Morning for 
the Purpoſe, and engaged Mr. Roberts, 
who had offered them the Uſe of his 
Coach, to accompany them. Being ar- 
rived, Miſs ſent in her Compliments by 
her Couſin Roberts, deſiring to ſpeak 
with her Mother herſelf; but that being 
too great a Favour, ſhe returned for 
Anſwer, that her Father having died in- 
ſolvent, ſhe knew no Buſineſs Miſs could 
have with her, unleſs it was by way of 
begging ſomewhat z- which, as ſhe was 
no ways diſpoſed to grant her, it ſhe _ 
tne 
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* the prudent Lady ſhe had heard ſhe was, 


ſhe would forthwith withdraw herſelf 
from the Coors. Anand Sound of a De- 


nial. 


Mr. Ravleitner was ſo irritured at this 
abuſive Meſſage, that vowing he would 
come to the Speech of her, if above 
Ground, he ruſhed inceremomouſly into 
the Room where ſhe was, and as a Per- 
ſon authorized by Miſs, demanded: the 


_whole Furniture of the Houſe, for Miſs's 


Uſe; as alſo all other her Father's Per- 


' ſonal Eſtate, as bequeathed to her by his 


Will; but Mrs. ſaacſon, after ſigni- 
fying how impertinently ſhe thought he 
had behaved to her, aſſured him, that 
every Stick and Thread that her Husband 
died worth, would be full little enough 
for reimburſing her a Sum of 50001. that 
her Truſtee had lent him, out-of Monies 
ſecured for her in his Hands, even for the 
Purchaſe of the very Furniture, which 
he had been ſo impoſed upon, as to 
claim for Miſs's Uſe, and therefore, ſhe 
deſired him to acquaint Miſs, that ſhe 
poor her Caſe ; but that as her Father 

ad left a much larger Debt behind him, 
than all that he died worth would dif- 


charge, ſo ſhe would recommend a good 


Service 
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Service to her, as the beſt Thing ſhe 
could at preſent propoſe, not doubting 
but her Prudence would incite her to 
make a Virtue of a Neceſlity, which 
ſhe believed was too - apparent to be 
avoided ; and for the Reality of what 
ſhe had offered, ſhe referred him to her 
Truſtee, whole Name and Abode ſhe 
told him, where he might obtain further 
Satisfaction, of the Genuineneſs of the 
Account ſhe had given him. | 

This melancholy Circumſtance ſo diſ- 
ſpirited Mr. Faulconer, that at his Return 
to Miſs, he was not of a ſudden capable 
of declaring himſelf to her; but burſting 
out into Tears, he ſtept into the Coach 
where ſhe was {till ſitting, and rather than 
expoſe both himſelf and Miſs to the 
Contempt of the Widow's Family, he 
ordered the Coach to drive off to an Inn, 
at about a Mile diſtance, leaving Mr. Ro- 
berts behind them. I 

Miſs ſeeing her Lover ſo over-borne, 
laboured under an Exceſs of Concern for 
him; but notwithſtanding her repeated 
Requeſts for the Occaſion of it, the 
could gain nothing more from him, than 
that at the Inn ſhe ſhould hear all: For 
that ſhould he deliver himiſelf of it firit, 

they 
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they ſhould neither of them be proper 

Spectacles to be received into any Houſe 
whatever. 

This Speech of the Man ſhe loved, 
and: whole Intereſt, in what occaſioned 
his Sorrow, muſt- affect herſelf equally 
with him, though ſhe could charge his 
. Grief to no particular Cauſe, yet doubt- 
ing not the Part, which upon Expoſure 
ſhe muſt bear in it, ſo affected her, that 
ſhe fainted away in the Coach, before 
they could reach the Inn, and in that 
Condition, was obliged to be carried i in 
by the Maid-ſeryants, and laid 
Bed; where, whilſt the was enden 
the cuſtornary Operations in ſuch Caſes, 


not judging it proper for him to appear 
in the Room with her, he vented his 
Grief in a double Capacity, now in pri- 


vate, in a feparate Room he was ſhewn 
into, whilſt the Coach was diſpatched 
for Mr. Roberts, with ' ſpecial Orders to 
the Servants, not to mention a Word of 
what had happened to the Widow's 
Servants, or even to their Maſter him- 
felf, till he ſhould have quitted i Fa- 
8 mily. 
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HA.. 


The . of Neſolution. Fine Sentiments 
of Miſs Olympia. Mr. Faulconer's 
Reply. Argument between them upon 
the Subject of Marriage. 


O ſooner was Miſs Olympia reco- 
vered from her fainting Fit, than 
ſhe ſent for Mr. Faulconer to . her; 
nor had he more than appeared to her, be- 
fore ſhe read ſufficient in his Countenance 
to have occaſioned a Relapſe, to almoſt any 
Lady of leſs Reſolution than Miſs was, 
who determined to hear his Story with For- 
titude; and as from all the Circumſtances 
ſhe could collect, his Account of Things 
muſt be of the moſt melancholy and per- 
plexing Caſt, ſhe had previouſly invigo- 
rated her Spirits molt incredibly, for the 
Receipt of whatever he might have to 
offer. 

She met him half Way of the Room, 
took him by the Hand, and ſhewing 
him to a Chair next her own, I muſt 
intreat you, Sir, ſaid ſhe, to diſcard the 
Grief which ſeems to over-caſt' your 
Brow, leſt it ſhould enervate my 
Heart, 
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Heart, already prepared for the ſevereſt 
Strokes of Fortune, from every other 
Quarter, | 

You are ſenſible, Sir, added ſhe, when 
you reflect at all, that it is impoſſible for 
Reaſon to be calm and active, where the 
Spirits are diſanimated through Concern. 
It is alſo as certain, that Events are not 
in our own Direction, eſpecially where 
the Subjects are tranſacted by other Hands; 
then, as Time and Chance happen, in- 
diſcriminately to all Mortals, it is, in 
my Opinion, one of the ſtrongeſt Argu- 


ments of an unſteady Mind, when it can 


ſuffer itſelf to be diſcompoſed through 


adverſe Occurrences. As to my own. 


Part, added ſhe, I hope I am ſo far 
Miſtreſs of my Refolves, as, with an un- 
daunted Heart, to withſtand all the Shifts 


of Fortune ; and as I can have but little 


Good in Expectation, ſo ſhall I receive 
the ill News you are about to lay before 
me, with a Will as prepared for Sut- 
tering, if ſuch is by Heaven deſigned 
me, as for the ſupremeſt Exaltation in 
my Circumſtances. | 


This Firmneſs having eſtabliſhed in 


my own Breaſt, as to all that concerns 
myſelt, added ſhe, I can now only be 
Vor, I, F moved 


i 
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moved ſympathetically by your Suffer- 
ings, which I would wiſh to be reſiſted 
by the manly Compoſure your Sex 
ought to excel mine in, to ſuch a De- 
gree, that whatever you have to offer 
me, we may debate upon as unaffected 
Paſſengers only, not perſonally concerned 
in the Cargo: For it will be from this 
Manner of Behaviour alone, that we may 
expect impartial Deliberations, and ſolid 
Determinations, for the Government of 
our future Proceedings. 

Mr. Faulconer was fo aſtoniſhed at the 
eaſy Manner in which Miſs Olympia de- 
hvered herſelf upon ſo calamitous a 
Subject, that, not to. be outſhone by her 
in the Subduction of her natural Paſſions, - 
he aſſumed a more placid Air than his 
own unbiaſſed Judgment had directed: 
him to, whilſt he related to her the Re- 
ſult of his Conference with the Widow 
her Mother-in law. 

Miſs heard his whole Story out with 
an unmatchable Serenity; and then, in 
a moſt compoſed Manner, replied ; This, 
then, you ſay, is the Will of Providence, 
that 1 ſhould be exerciſed in, and I ſub- 
mit. My confined Proſpects, it 1s true, 
have carried my Intellects a quite diffe- 

rent 
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rent Way ; but the General I am under, 
and whoſe Pleaſure I am engaged to 
perform, has otherwiſe ſeen fit to diſ- 
poſe of me: Then who am I, that 1 
ſhould. diſpute his Orders? Servitude 
would never have been aſſigned me for 
my Portion by him, had he not pre- 
determined to invigorate my Muſcles to 
perform it. Our Lives are his, and our 
Time at his Command ; then whether 
it proves his Pleaſure that I ſpend it in a 
Coach, or a Kitchen, if I apply but all 
my Faculties to the Duty injoined, my 
Service will be equally acceptable. 
Alas, Sir! added ſhe, how many of 
our Species have loſt both the Sight Der 
Frace of the Supreme Being, amongſt 


the Multitude Enjoyments that che 


ſhining Part of the e of this 
Life has afforded them, who are now, 
poor Souls! grovelling in the acuteſt 
Senſations of Anguiſh and Torments, 
_— from the Purſuit of the tempo- 
rary Delights of a thoughtleſs and miſ- 
ſpent Series of Years, waſted here with- 
out the leaſt Preparation for Eternity ? 
Whereas, not a Tythe of the lower Claſs 
of Life, to whoſe hard Lot (as it is 
called) the Drudgery of the World hath 
2 tallen, 


t 
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fallen, have ſcarce paſſed a Day, nay, *© 
many of the heavieſt loaden, ſcarce an 
Hour, wherein their Difficulties have * 
not elevated their Hearts to the ſole over- 1 
ruling Power; if not, in a more ſuppli- | 
catory, yet in an ejaculatory Way, for 
Pity upon, and Redreſs of their Labours. 
If theſe, then, with a bare Lord have 
Mercy upon us, ſhall depart better heard, 
and conſequently more ſpeedful, than 
the formal Hypocrite with his elaborate 
Oration: How much more eminently 
bleſſed ſhall they be, than thoſe who are 
ſo wholly remiſs in even the Shew of 
Duty, that their Avocations will admit 
of not the leaſt Time for it at all, till by 
| Diſuſe, they even forget every Incumbency 
upon them for the Service. 
Now, Sir, added Mis, I ſhall only 
| intreat your Attention for very few 
| Words more, and with theſe I ſhall finiſh 
the Trouble 1 have given you. Would 
not any reaſonable Perſon, who was cer- 
tain of the Enjoyment of a vaſt Eſtate, 
together with a Title upon the Death 
of the preſent Poſſeſſor (though in ever 
ſo abject Circumſtances in the mean time) 
endeavour, by every Means in his Power, 
to qualify himſelf before the Event ſhould 
happen 


— — . 
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happen, with the Requiſites for making 
a Figure under his expected Title, 
and longed for Acquiſitions ? Surely he 
would ! or it is certain that he muſt be 
deſpiſed in the Eye of every judicious 
Spectator ; be diſqualified for the Society 
of his Equals, and contemptuouſly aban- 
doned to thoſe of an inferior Claſs. 

This, Sir, ſubjoined ſhe, is the real 
Condition of every Individual produced 
upon this Earth. We are promiſed, by 
Him who cannot fallify, an Immenſity 
of Enjoy ments, upon properly fitting our- 
ſelves with ſuitable Endowments for their 
Reception; then who but an Ideot, 
would hold off from that Station to 
which they are moſt uſually adapted ? 
Nay, who would not acknowledge an 


infinite Obligation to that benign Parent, 


who ſeeing him travelling in the ſmooth- 
eſt Paths of Diſappointment, ſhould 


rigidly divert his Courſe, though into a 
more difficult Road, where, after a few 


toilſome Steps, he cannot fail of the End 
of his Journey ? 
This, Sir, continued ſhe, I take to 


be my Caſe; for that all this has hap- 


pened to me without the Concurrence 


and Appointment of my Spiritual Fa- 


F 3 ther, 


* 
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ther, I have no more Notion, than of 
the World's being made by Chance ; 
and being fo pre-ordained by him, ſhall 
I not embrace it moſt cordially, and 
improve my Lot to the Extent of the 
Talents he hath intruſted me with? Yes, 
it is my full Purpoſe fo to do; nor will 
I doubt the Rewards of my Labour 
from Him, who is not only moſt ready, 
but moſt defirous of our Defervings, as 
the proper Subjects for the Diſplay. of 
his Mercies, 
It is not without the moſt ſenſible 
Pain and Confuſion, my Dear, replied 
Mr. Faulconer, that I am compelled, not 
only to give into the Juſtneſs of your 
Argument, but at the ſame time to con- 
demn it. Various Circumſtances, added 
he, diverſify the moſt eſtabliſhed Maxims 
and though what you have urged my 
be, and I muſt admit is, in the general, 
true; yet, does my Love behold an ab- 
| ſolute Impracticability of our ever unit- 
ing, not only, with a dry Eye, but as 
indiſpenſible, without the leaft ſenſible 
Emotion, as ſubſcribing to that cruel 
Sentence with Compolure ? 
Never let it from henceforth be ſaid, 
that Ladies have the ſtrongeſt — 
NEE 
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fince you can ſo placidly ſubmit to that 


Neceſſity, as a requiſite Duty, which 


even diſtorts my very Soul in the Re- 
flection; when, that the Concern is 
equally yours, and the Diſappointment. 
ſimilarly afflictive to you, I would not 
but conclude for the whole Univerſe, 

Is it then, my Love, the Dimneſs of 
my own Opticks? Or is it that you ap- 
pear to me through a falſe Medium? 
Or have you the Art of gloſſing over an 
aking Heart with a pleaſing Counte- 
nance ? Or what is it, O] my deareſt 
Love, declare to me, that from a Scene 


_ alike affecting each of us, you ſhould 
draw Conſolation, whilſt I am thus fur- 


rounded by Horror only and Deſpair ? 
You mult not conceive, my Deareſt, 
added he, that becauſe you have urged 
ſome Points to me, wholly, indeed, incon- 
trovertible, that I muſt, therefore, impli- 


citly accord to them; for as Human Nature + 


will not ceaſe to act, notwithſtanding our 
molt minute Knowledge of our Duties op · 
poſing it in many Inſtances, ſo, in ſpite of 
that very Duty, our Natures will ſtrug- 
gle for the Maſtery ; nor happens it un- 
trequently, that it gains the better of 
every Opponent; as in the Inſtance be- 
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fore us, Miſs, ſaid he, I muſt own « 
does with me; for as there is not that 
Thing in all Human Nature that I 
would not forego for you, ſo neither in 
Intellectuals that I can ſubmit to, under 
a total Privation of you, after the So- 


lemnity of your Engagement, one Day, 
to make me happy with you. 


Yow ſeem, Sir, ſaid Miſs, to have 
ſtudied a Pauſe, without advancing to 
the Concluſion of the Conceſſion; for 


had you gone but a ſingle Step further, 


your Report had not only been more 
genuine, but had carried another Face 
with it. It is true, if my inconſiderable 
Perſon would do it, I engaged one Day 
to make you happy, all Circumſtances 
concurring : Now thefe, Sir, you know, 
were upon Condition, that either you or 
I, ever attained to ſuch Fortune in Life 
as might reaſonably ſupport and main- 


| tain us in a competent Affluence toge- 


ther, and not otherwiſe; for that we 
both confeſſed, it were more eligible for 
us to live in Separation, than to be 
linked in a wretched and calamitous 

Union. 
I ablolutely deny the Exiſtence of ei- 
ther Wretchedneſs or Calamity, in ns 
ON 
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Condition of Life ſoever, replied Mr. 
Faulconer, between two Souls fo undi- 
vided as I have ever hoped, and con- 
ceived ours to be: For if there is a 
State on Earth I would, by Election, 
ſubſiſt in, with all that Nature can beſtow 
of intrinſick Value in my Poſſeſſion, you 
only, my Love, added he, are this in- 
eſtimable Requiſite, who out-weigh all 
Things in my Eſtimation ; then is it fea- 
ſible, that l ſhould be unhappy with you 
alone? No, nor can I ever be other- 
y_ poſſeſſing all Things excluſive of 

O! then, let us both agree to 
br our Felicity upon that ſingle Bliſs 
that can never decay, rather than upon 


thoſe tranſient temporary Trifles that 


periſh even in the Fruition. 

We have heretofore, rephed Miſs, 
when in Hopes of Affluence, raiſed hor- 
rid Spectres in our Minds of palid Indi- 
gence, ſervile Contempt, and enervating; 


Toll ; we have ſhuddered at the Dread 


of Children crying in our Ears half 
naked, cold and languiſhing; whilſt we, 
unable to ſupply their Wants, could but 


commix our Lars with theirs, and paſ- 
ſionately condemn our rafh Efſpoutit's, 


F'5 the 
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the Introduction of ſuch Wretchednefs, 
to our miſerable Offspring. 

Miſs aſſured him, that far from in- 
clining to vary in the leaſt from the Pro- 
poſitions they ſet out with, ſhe would 
inviolably retain her Affection for him 
to what Part ſoever of the Globe ſhe 
ſhould be ſeperated from him; as alſo 
that ſhe would glory in the Maintenance 
of a perpetual Correſpondence with him; 
bat that the Conſequences of Wedlock 
between them, before a Competency for 
their future Support ſhould be ſome 
how indubitable, appeared in ſuch dread- 
ful Forms to her, as mult for ever deter 
her from coming into it. Whilſt they 
ſhould remain ſingle, ſhe ſaid, her Ne- 
ceſſities would both urge her to leave 
him for her Subſiſtance, and him to con- 
ſent to it for her Benefit; but ſhould 
they once become Man and. Wife, their 
diſ-uniting would be intollerable to them 
both : So that, upon all Accounts, as 
ſhe could never conſent to any thing 

ſo detrimental to them both, ſhe intreated 
him not only never more to mention 


it to her, but even to diſcharge his own 
Thoughts of it. 


By 
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By this time Mr. Roberts being ar- 
rived, he reported to them all that had 
paſſed between him and the Widow, 
who, as an old Acquaintance, he thought 
he might take greater Liberties with 
than they could; fo that he aſſured 
them, he had adviſed her, even for her 
own fake, as fo immenſe a Gainer by 
her Husband, to do ſomething handſome 
from her own Generolity for his only 


Child, eſpecially as ſhe had drawn him 


into the Debt to her meerly in Gratifi- 


cation of her own Extravagance; but 


he told them, his Words were but loſt 
in the Air, without making the leaft 
Impreſſion upon the obdurate Heart of 
that engroſſing Lady. 

Mr. Faulconer would have related to 
Mr. Roberts what had paiſed between 
himſelf and her; but Mr, Roberts re- 


plied, that it would be needleſs, the 


Widow herſelf having repeated every 


Paſſage of it to him: So that having 


commiſerated both their Conditions, as 
he had nothing comfortable to add, he 
diverted the Diſcourſe to another Sub- 
ject; then having ſupped and lain at 
the Inn that Night, they ſet forwards 
upon their Return the next Morning. 
CH AF 
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CHAP. IX. 


Miſs Olympia in ſad Circumſtances. Mr. 
Roberts's generous Offer. She avoids 
it. Deſcant on Servitude, Not what 
it is taken for. Miſs hears of a Place. 
Impatient for it. Mrs. Roberts lakes. 
her to ſee it Behaviour there. 1s 
approved, and hired. 


ISS Ohmpia, during her Stay at 

her Couſin Reberts's, had been ſo 
acceptable a Gueſt to them, and, by her 
winning Behaviour, had fo ingratiated 
herſelf both to him and his Spoule, that 
no ſooner had Mrs. Roberts gained In- 
formation of the Deplorableneſs of her 
Circumſtances, than ſhe made Miſs the 
Offer of her Houſe, with every Accom- 
modation it would afford her, as ſhe had 
before been uſed to, for any unlimitted 
Time that ſhe pleaſed : Nay, Vir. Ro- 
berts having no Child, made her an Offer 
to adopt her as his own, and to provide 
for her as ſuch, both during his Life- 
time, and at his Death alſo ; of which 
ſo gracious Propoſal, Mr. Faulconer em- 
ployed every Art to win her to the Ac- 
ceptance, 
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ceptance, but all in vain; for Miſs de- 
clared it would be infinitely more agree- 


able to her, though under the Capacity - 


of a Servant, to ſubſiſt in ſome Family, 
where, ſetting the Wages againſt her 
Labour, the Obligation would be mu- 
tual between her Lady and herſelf, than 
in any other, where ſhe muſt, at beſt, 
but appear in the Capacity of an Alms 
Girl to every intelligent Eye; notwith- 
ſtanding ſhe might be treated ſo favour- 


ably as not only to be exempted from 


ſervile Offices, but even as a Lady; 
for that, let the Behaviour ſhe ſhould 
receive from her Patrons be what it would, 
ſhe muſt conſtantly remain under a moſt 
abject Submiſſion to their Caprices, till, 
by a conſtant Series of Diſſimulation, and 
Contradiction to her own Inclinations, 
ſhe ſhould be ſo involved in an habitual 
Courſe of Hypocriſy, as upon any Change 


of Fortune, ſhe might never be able to 


ſhake off again; for that, whatever in- 
ward Senfe ſhe might have of Things, 
her Words and Behaviour muſt corre- 
ſpond with her Patrons, or ſhe muſt 
again become an Out- caſt, which no 
Hardſhips ſhould deter her from avoid- 
ing. 

1 There 
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There was nothing in her Judgment, 
ſhe ſaid, ſo ignominious in Servitude, as 
the Generality of Mankind imagined ; 

many of whom, though more deeply 
than thew Fellows involved in it, and 
that in the worſt Sort of it too, thought 
no Perſons more exempt from it than 
themſelves. Nay, m ſhort, added ſhe, 
it is ſo far from being a deſpiſed State, 
that it is even ſought after with Inquie- 
tudes, and numberlefs Strugglings, by 
thoſe who generally eſteem themſelves 
the moſt remote from it. 

Mr. Faulconer ſeeming doubtful how 
ſhe would well maintain her Hypotheſis, 


Miſs proceeded. Are not all the high 


Places in the Kingdom ſuppli d from out 
of the richeſt, nobleſt, and greateſt Per- 


ſonages in 1t * ? Are they not actual Ser- 


vants under ſtated Wages, and as ac- 


countable, or more ſo, to the King and 
the Public, their Maſters, than any Ser- 
vant in my Couſin's Family is to him? 
Do they not ſollicit for Employment? 
Are they not as thankful for it, and 
fubmiſſive in it, to their Maſter, as any 
other Servant to his? Are they not as 
dependant upon his Pleaſure, and equally 
ſubject with the others to be W ? 

en 


Aab 


— 


The INNOCENT SurrERER. 11 
Then pray tell me, if one of the great 
Ladies of the Nation is made a Lady of 
the Bed- chamber to the Queen; and I, 
perhaps, am made a Chamber-maid, or 
; Woman of the Bed-chamber to-my Lady, 
where is the Difference in our Servitude ? 
Servants we both are, and alike ſubje& 
to command; but ſhe, perhaps, re- 0 
ceives more Wages; ſo do l, than ſome | 
inferior Servant in the Family I live in; l 
but till, we both have a Duty which | 
muſt be performed as punctually by one, ] 
as the other, or we muſt turn out; when 
here the Ballance inclines to my Side, 
for another Place may receive me z but 
my Lady muſt remain out of Office, 
and in Diſgrace, for Lack of another 
Service to fly to. 
Tell me then, dear Sir, added Mis 
if you are able, what other Difference 
there is, or will be, between me and the 
great Ladies at Court, when once I am 
fixed in a good Service? Is not Servi- 
tude the Lot of us both ? only her Ma- | 
ſter is greater than mine, who, perhaps, 
is a Servant himſelf allo, to ſome one i 
that over-tops him in Title or Eſtate, | 


Is it not all meer Fancy and Opinion, 
without the leaſt material Diſtinction, as 
to Service and due Subordination ? In | 
| | ſhort, 


. 
, 
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ſhort, the greateſt Place-man is a Ser- 
vant, as much as the meaneſt Plough- 
boy, but the Sallary varies. 
Let us turn our Thoughts from theſe 
Objects, to- the ſeveral Ranks of Men, 
detached from an immediate Depen- 
| dence upon a ſingle Lord, and we ſhall 
find them but incumbered with fo many 
more. There is the Clergyman, though 
inducted into ſo fat a Benefice, as even 
from the Pinacle of his Temple, to look 
downwards upon the Jabouring Hind 
that contributes the Tythe-pig, Gooſe, 
Egg, and Grain for his loftier ſuſten- 
tation. Is not he as much the Servant 
of the many headed Maſter the Public, 
as | ſhall be to a private Family? Is he 
not, by Duty, bound to attend their Call 
to the Church whenever any of them 

leaſe to be married ? Or when even a 
Child of a Beggar is to be interred, dares 
he to abſent from his Station? 

Is the Country Gentleman leſs a Ser- 
vant than his Paſtor? Does not his Am- 
bition ſpur nim forwards to follicit the 
Magiſtracy? And does he not, from the 
Moment that he obtains it, devote him- 
ief to the Service of the Community? 
Can not the meaneſt Man in his Diſtrict 
command him into his Chair, when he 
5 | brings 


— — 
— * 
— fat 2 R — — 


The INNOCENT Sur FERER. 117 


brings but a private Quarrel before him ? 
Does not a Hedge broken, a Hen- 
rooſt plundered, or a Sheep ſtolen, ſet 


him ſtrait to work for the Complainant ? © 


Is he not obliged to hold petit Seſſions, 
and attend the grand Seſſions, at parti- 
cular Times and Seaſons? Not only ſuch 
as are moſt pleaſing to himſelf; but to 
his Maſters, the Publick? Nor is all this 
Servitude undertaken by him, but for 
Wages. 5 

Nay, nay my Dear, ſaid Mr. Faulco- 
ner, you have now outſhot your Mark, 
I am ſatisfied : For never yet in my life, 
did I hear of the Salary of a Juſtice 


of the Peace. So, come, I will allow 


you florid ; but after this Trip, fay no 


more of it: For that I can never imagine 


thy precious Limbs to have bee nde- 
ſigned for Servitude. 76,1 1599 
It was but good Manners. replied Miſs, 


in me, to hear you out; but truly Sir, 


you ſeem to have made a random. Shot, 
and that, without any Mark in View 


too ; for wherein have I delivered myſelf 


improperly, in mentioning a Magiſtrate's 
Wages? Is not every Reward for Service 
done, or to be done for another, in pro- 
priety of Speech, Wages ? I am ſenſib le 

there 
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there are many Words ſynonymous there- 
with ; but as one only, was ſufficient for 
my Purpoſe, I choſe to make uſe of a 
common one. What is Wages? Is it 
not any Compenſation pecuniary, or equi- 
valent, in any Degree to the Duty in- 
joined? If I efteem a Title for my La- 
bour, in Preference to ſo much Caſh, 
and in proſpect of it, perform my Service; 
is not that Title my proper Wages? If 
another, for ſo much Work done, agrees 
for an Acre of Land, is not that Land 
his Wages? and if a third, for the Sake 
of his Enrolement in the Lift of Magiſ- 
tracy, undertakes his Part of that Duty; 
is not that Elevation his Wages ? It is 
palpable, he eſteems it ſo; for that he is 
far more anxious for retaining the Service, 
than I may probably be for any Place I may 
ever have, and will run further Lengths 
for the moſt Part, to prevent his being 
diſcarded ; So that turn us which Way 
ever we will, as the whole Race have 
mercenary Views, the Acts that will beſt 
anſwer thoſe Views, are all Services, and we 


all, as properly, each, as other, Servants. 


Grieve not therefore, Sir, that my Lot 
has thrown me upon ſo common a Station. 
I moſt ſincerely wiſh you all the * 
| f N that 
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that this World can afford you, and 
though ever ſo remote from you, 


glory in your Affection for me. 


| Theſe laſt Words drew Tears fo pro- 
fuſely from Mr. Faulconer's Eyes, that he 
was obliged to hide them with his Hand- 
kerchief, and retire to the furtheſt Part 
of the Room, the better to indulge them 
in private; unable to ſuſtain the Shock 
of a Valediction; till at length, gaining 


ſome more Vigour, he reſolved to retire; 


but firſt craved her Leave for frequently 
reviſiting her, before ſhe ſhould reduce 
her Determination to Practice. 

It was ſcarce more than three Weeks, 
before ſome Ladies, who happened to be 
viliting at Mrs. Roberts's, where acci- 
dentally talking about the bad Fortune 
one of them had had with Servants ; when 
that Claſs of Gentry chancing to be the 
Theme, another of them ſaid, that ſhe 
heartily wiſhed ſhe had any deſerving Per- 
fon to recommend to a young Lady of her 
Acquaintance, whoſe own Servant, thathad 


been brought up with her in her Father's 


Family, and of whom ſhe was exceeding 
fond, after living' with her fifteen Years, 


was juſt married, and gone from her. 


That the young Lady was extreamly at 


2 Loſs 
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a Loſs how ſhe ſhould ſupply her Place, 


with ſo prudent, and defirable a Com- 
panion : For that after ſo many Years 


Intercourſe together, ſhe ſhould not 


eaſily be reconciled to any other. 

Miſs Ohmpia, whoſe future Proviſion 
that Way, ſcarce ever wholly quitted her 
Brain, took particular Notice of all that 
was ſaid upon the Subject, and at length, 
found Occaſion for inquiring into the 
Family of the Perſon mentioned, and in 
what Part of the Country ſhe lived. 
T hefe, were now not long Secrets to her, 
being attended alſo with ſuch a Character 
of the Lady herſelf, as aggravated Miſs 
Ohympia's |mpatience, for offering her- 
ſelf to the Service; nor could ſhe compoſe 
herſelf, after the Departure of the Com- 
pany, till ſhe had conſulted with her 
Couſin Roberts, in what way ſhe might 
beſt introduce herſelf ro the Place. 

Mrs. Roberts, having had ſeveral to 
converſe with, had not been over curious in 
her Remarks, upon what had chiefly paſſed 
beiween the young Ones; but upon Miſs 
Ohmpia's repeating the Story, and upon 
laying Lhings together, ſhe verily ima- 
gined the young Lady's Mother to have 


been of her Maiden Acquaintance; and 


at 
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at length proceeding gradually with her 


Reflections, ſhe concluded that ſhe muſt 


be the ſame Perſon, and that ſhe had 
heretofore ſeen her Daughter too, when 
ſhe was very young. 


This proving moſt agreeable News to 
Miſs Olympia, ſhe ceaſed not to urge 
her Coulin Roberts, to accompany her 
to the Ladies, and upon renewing her 
Acquaintance with the Mother, at the 
ſame Time, to recommend her to the 
Daughter's Place. 

Mrs. Roberts, who notwithſtanding the 
ſeeming Satisfaction that her Kinſwoman 
had for ſome time mentioned a Service 
with, could ſcarce yet believe her to be 
in Earneſt, uſed many Arts to divert her 
from ſuch Sentiments ; but theſe all 


proving, ineffectual, at length, upon the 


ſerious [ntreaties of Miſs, engaged to take 
her with her, as the ſecond Day follow- 
ing, in caſe ſhe ſhould till then, hold 

ſteadfaſtly to the ſame Reſolution, _ 
Miſs would ſtill have been much better 
ſatisfied, had not a whole Day inter- 
poſed to that of their Departure : For 
ſhe reſted upon Thorns, leſt ſuch an 
Opportunity might be loſt by that Delay, 
as 


1 


—— 


118 The MoTHER-IN-LAW ; 0, 


as might ſcarce offer itſelf to her a ſecond 
Time; but however, ſhe reſolved not 
to put on an uncommon Concern, leſt 
ſhe ſhould thereby offend her Relations; 
though every Moment ſeemed an Hour, 
till the Arrival of the happy Day. 

They fet out early in the Morning, 
having about ſeventeen Miles to go, that 
they might be able to return by Two, 
which was their uſual Dinner-time. By 
the way, Miſs begged her Couſin, that 
ſhe would conſent to fome Things that 
ſhe had to propoſe to her, and having 
obtained her Promiſe for the Purpoſe, 
Miſs began as follows, 

Dear Couſin, faid ſhe, you know, that 
if this Journey proves but ſucceſsful to 
me, I ſhall ſoon enter upon a new Scene 
of Life ; and that, in the very Family, 
whitherto our now Fourney tends. What 
J would therefore beg you would favour 
me in is, not to ſhew your uſual Regard 
for me upon our Arrival ; but to ſuffer 
me to be introduced amongſt the inferior 
Domeſticks of Madam Gately, (the Lady 
being ſo called) as a Perſon only ſeeking 
a Service; by which Means, ſhould 

my Attempt proſper, I ſhall not _ 
after 
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hereafter be put to the Confuſton of a 
Removal, from the Parlour to the 
Kitchen ; but be at once placed, amongft 
thoſe who are to be my future Com- 
panions. 

Lou may obſerve, dear Couſin, added 
ſhe, that I had conſidered what I now 
ſay, before I ſet out, by my having 
dreſſed myſelf in a Character ſuitable to 
that I am aiming at, which is no other- 
wiſe than what a bettermoſt Servant, or 
Lady's Woman may appear in. If you 
ſhall pleaſe, you may honour me with 
the Title of a diſtant Relation, or not, 
as you fee fit; but I muſt intreat you 
not to enter into a Detail of my Father's 
Affairs, or my Family; it being ſufficient, 
I ſhould think, to the Lady's Purpoſe, 
that you favour me with ſuch a Recom- 
mendation as to my Integrity, and Incli- 
nation for her Daughter's Service, as 
may incline her to imagine, I ſhall make 
it my ſole Study to pleaſe. _.. 

Mrs. Roberts knew not how to comply 
with a Deſertion of Miſs to the Society 
of the Servants ; but at length, through 
a Repetition of her Requeſt that it might 
be ſo, ſhe yielded to it; and being arrived, 
as ſhe was introducing to Mrs. Gately, 

ſhe 
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ſhe turned to Ohmpia, and ordered her 
to wait in the Hall, till ſhe came out 
again. | 

This gave Miſs a ſurpriſing Delight, as 
ſhe ſhould then have no Occaſion, right or 
wrong, for a Commixture with the Ser- 
vants, and fhe waited with abundance of 
Patience for a little Time there; but Mrs. 
Gately who had ſeeen two Ladies alight- 
ing from the Coach, and finding that 
only Mrs. Roberts entered, ſoon in- 
quired what was become of the Lady her 
Companion. This gave Mrs Roberts 
Occaſion to mention the main Purport 
of her Journey, to be the Introduction of 
a diſtant Kinſwoman of hers, whoſe good 
Humour, Fidelity, and Veracity ſhe 
would pawn her Life for, as a Servant 
to the young Lady her Daughter ; Miſs 
Price, having in a Viſit to her the other 
Day, mentioned at what a loſs Miſs was 
for another, having loſt ſo old and faith- 
ful a one. 

Mrs. Gately having replied, that till 
her Daughter came down, who was to 
pleaſe herſelf, in a matter ſo meerly pro- 
ceeding upon Fancy, ſhe could give no 
politive Anſwer ; though with herſelf, 

Mrs, 
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Mrs. Roberts's Rocommendation would 
by no Means be neglected. | 
They fell to renewing their former- 
Acquaintance, by the Repetition of paſt 
Occurrences ; enquiring after their youth- 
ful Cotemporaries; and in ſhort, had 
linked themſelves into ſuch a Chain of 
Diſcourſe, that high Noon was upon 
them, before they had recollected the 
time of Day ; and Mrs. Gately looking 
at her Watch, was obliged to retire a 
few Minutes for Dreſſing, as her Daugh- 
ter had ſome little Time before arrived, 
to keep Mrs, Roberts Company. 
Mrs. Roberts, had waited only Miſs 
Gately's Anſwer as to her Couſin, and 
then intended to have returned ; but Mrs. 
Catel before ſhe left her, inſiſted upon her 
dining with her, or ſhe ſhould never for- 
give her, ſhe ſaid : So that unwilling to 
be too peremptory in her Refuſal, and 
knowing ſhe muſt be too late for her own. 
Dinner, ſhe agreed to ſtay, telling the 
Mother in the Preſence of the Daughter, 


that ſhe would take the Liberty in her 


Abſence, of recommending the young 
Woman ſhe had brought with her to her 
Daughter. FF, 

Vol. I. G She 
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She did ſo, but had not proceeded far, 
before Miſs lamenting the Loſs of a Ser- 
vant, and Companion, that ſhe had ſo 
long been uſed to, asked Mrs Roberts 
if the young Stranger in the Kitchen was 
the Perſon ſhe then ſpoke for ? Mrs. Ro- 
berts replied, that ſhe was the Perſon, 
and ſome ſort of a Relation to her, whoſe 
Character and Reputation ſhe would 
vouch for: Nor indeed. had ſhe received 
by any Means an illiberal Education 
but that croſs Accidents in Life, had 
obliged her to take Refuge in a Service. 
She added, that having an extraordinary 
Value for her, and hearing Miſs wanted 
a genteel Servant, not for over laborious 
Exerciſes, ſhe thought ſhe could not do 
a more acceptable Service, both to her 
old Friend Mrs. Gately, and allo to her 
Relation, than by bringing them, if 
poſſible, together ; nor indeed would her 
Couſin let her reſt for a Moment, after 


- ſhe had heard of Miſs's Place, before 
ſhe had engaged her to intereſt herſelf 
1N 1t. 

Miſs told Mrs. Roberts, that with her 
Leave, ſhe would order the young Wo- 
man into the Parlour to her, which Mrs. 

Roberts © 
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Roberts deſired her by all Means to do, 
and to diſcourſe her upon the Duties ſhe 
ſhould require of her. Miſs did {o ; but 
having diſmiſſed her again; Madam, 
ſaid Miſs to Mrs. Roberts, you would 
ſurely impoſe a Princeſs upon me, in 


the Stead of a Servant The Grace, 


the Air, the Diction, the Politeneſs, Mo- 
tion, and in ſhort, the whole Perſon of 
this young Creature, beſpeaks her wor- 
thy of far better Fortune, than can at- 
tend her in my Service, O!] that her 
Temper may but ſuit with mine, I Hall 
adore her. 

Mrs. Roberts replied, how ſenſible ſhe 
was of the Favour Miſs intended her, in 
the Praiſes ſhe had beſtowed upon her 
Nominee ; but hoped ſhe might inſiſt, 
without Flattery, that a ſweeter tempered 
Girl never trod the Earth. | 


There wanted but very few Words to 
their Bargain: For Mrs Gately ſoon re- 


turning, Miſs told her, ſhe would hire 
the Maid the Lady was fo kind to bring 
her, and asked Mrs Roberts, whether ſhe 
knew what Wages ſhe would demand. 
Mrs. Roberts replicd, ſhe ſuppoſed, but 
the ſame that- ſhe gave to the Maid 
that had left her; to which Mils replied, 

| (742 1 
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it was ten Pounds a Year, though ſhe 
knew many Perſons hired for lefs ; but 
as ſhe had ever made her laſt her Com- 
panion, and ſhould this alſo, as ſhe he- 
haved to her; ſo requiring them to be 
ever neater in Apparel, and Linen, than 


a Houſhold Servant need to be, ſhe made 
them an Allowance for it in their Wages; 


and ſo fond was ſhe of her new Maid, 
Mrs. Roberts could ſcarce perſuade her to 
part with her again ; till aſſuring her it 
would be neceſſary, ſhe ſhould engage 
for her Return with her Things, on that 
Day ſc'night following. 

Having therefore adjuſted the Point 
ſne came upon, it was not long after the 
Servants had dined, before Mrs. Roberts 


took Coach, and carried her Couſin back 
with her. 


F. 


P. 
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c H A P. X. 


Miſs Olympia's Submiſſion to en 
Mr. Faulconer's Diſſuaſives. Fears her 
Marriage in his Abſence, Conſonts to 
inſtant Marriage, deferring Conſumma- 
tion. He is confounded at the Propo- 
ſal. Complies. Are Married. Takes 
T.eave for her new Place, Her Huj- 
band goes with her. | 


ISS Olympia, ſet herſelf as chear- 
fully to work upon preparing 


Things for her Departure to her Place, 


as if it had been only for a Viſit of Plea- 


fare, to one of her moſt intimate Friends. 


She underſtanding ſhe had gained, by a 
conſtant Attention to her Books, and 
from the Application of numberleſs In- 


ſtances to her own Circumſtances, had 


furniſhed her with Submiſſion to the Will 
of the Almighty, under ſuch real ad- 
verſe Occurrences, as would even have 
diſtracted a more unthinking Perſon, in 
bare Speculation only: For the wiſe Man 
ever ſtudies, to render the Event of 
Things beneficial to him; as well know- 
ing, Means are not always in his own . 


63 Power; 


aſſociating ; with vicious  Companioon, than 


- — — — — 
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Power; and ſo this young Lady behaved; 
intent only upon rendering herſelf as Com- 
petent as poflible, for the Condition Fate 
had diſpoſed her in. 

Mr. Faulconer, during the ſhort In- 
terval Miſs had gained, before ſhe ſhould 
tall upon her Labours, had exerted the 
very utmoſt of his Rhetorick and Abili- 
ties, for averting the fatal Engagement 
ſhe had reſolved upon, by a Repreſenta- 
tion of each Diſcommodity, that this new 
Way of Life might be ſubject to; ſuch, 
as the Diſgrace it would be to her ſhould 
ſhe ever, (as he hoped ſhe one Day 
would) be fituated in higher Life, to have 
it retorted upon her, that ſhe was but a 
Servant-maid the other Day; the De- 
prefſion it would occaſion of her Spirits, 
to be ever under the Will of a Miſtreſs, 


and acting but as a Horſe or Mule, ſolely 


at the Command of another; beſides, 
that the uſual Diſcourſes of a Reprobate, 
and debauched Ser of her fellow Servants, 
with whom ſhe would be compelled to 
conſort herſclf, would by no means ſuit 
the Far of a Perfon ſo virtuous, chaſte, 
and inculpable as ſhe was. Good Mo- 
rals, he added, were more eaſily loſt by 


they 
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they were at firſt attained; and very 
few People were able to with-hold them- 
ſelves from aſſimulating their Manners, 
to their Fellows: So that upon eve 

Conſideration that he could collect or 
form, he would adviſe her to make her 
Excuſe to the Lady, and to leave her 
to ſome future Choice of an Hand- 
maid. „ | 

He told her, that at worſt, ſhe need 
not be in ſuch Haſte, ſince her Couſin 
had offered her a Maintenance, for ſo 
long time as ſhe pleaſed ; nor indeed, 
was he doubtful, he ſaid, but, having 
many ancient and rich Relations, who 
could not live for ever, ſome of them 
muſt ſoon drop off, when he expected 
handſome Legacies from them, by the 
Aid whereof, he might put himſelf into 
ſome method of maintaining her. 

- Miſs ſmiled at his Fears, and Doubts; 
but aſſured him, ſhe hoped, ſhe ſhould 
never look above the Degree aſſigned her 
by Providence; and that as a Service 
ſeemed the only thing at preſent offering, 
ſhe ſhould embrace it joyfully. She de- 
ſired him alſo, to ſeek out for ſome 
Means of advancing himſelf; for that if 


4 Fortune 
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Fortune ſhould ever prove Propitious to 
their Endeavours, and his Inclination for 
their Union ſhould til] ſubſiſt, ſhe would 
never retract her Engagement to him. 
All this would not yet fatisfy the 
Lover; ſuch a Number of unforeſeen 
Accidents might interpole, to his pro- 
miſed Felicity with her, that he could 
never ſupport the Thoughts of a Sepa- 


Tation from her. My Dear, - added he, 


the Pleaſure wherewith J ever have, and 
{till do view you, aſſures me, that you 
can be no leſs amiable in the Eyes of my 
whole Sex; then can each other Perſon, 
think you, be ſuch a Maſter of his Paſ- 
ſions, as not 4 . to graſp at making 
you his own as I do? 

Will it be poſſible for you, a poor 
abandoned Servant, in my Abſence, to 
withſtand the advantageous Propoſal that 
may be made to you, of ſetting you at- 
the Helm of ſome opulent Family ? No, 
it is both out of Reaſon, and Nature, to 
ſuſpect it. What, think you then, my 
Love, added he, muſt be my 1 
when once it ſhall reach my Knowled 
that my Hopes are all blaſted, by your 

uniting 
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uniting yourſelt, dg to ſome 
other Man? 

Can any Man who loves like me, my 
Dear, think you, ſubſiſt under the Ter- 
ror of ſuch a diſtorted Imagination, ever 
attending him, and pricking him for- 


wards to Deſpair? Then ſuffer me, 


deareſt Creature, to pour forth my moſt 


pathetick Intreaties to you, for deſerting 


all Thoughts of this Service; and for ac- 
cording to inſtant Marriage with me. 
Sir, ſaid Miſs Olympia, the chief Con- 


cern you ſeem to ſtruggle under is, leſt 


in my Abſence from you, I ſhould be in- 


duced to ſome other Marriage. Would 


you reſt contented, under a Certainty of 
your Eſcape from that Inconvenience? 
He owned, he could, if ſhe ſtill remained 
determined upon going to her Place. 
Then, anſwered Miſs, aſſure yourſelf, that 
from this Time, nothing but ſome inſtant 
Advancement in our Affairs ſhall ever 
divert me; but in order to contribute all 
within my Power to your Pacification; 
provided you will conſent to one Requeſt 
that I ſhall make to you, I will con- 
deſcend to become your Wife imme- 
diately. 


65 Mr. 
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- Mr. Faulconer ſeized her in his Arms, 
and could there be that Thing in Nature,, 
he ſaid, thathe could refuſe to the Sweet- 
neſs of her Demanding, in Compenſation 
for the Felicity, her Submiſſion to inſtant 
Marriage would place him in? and forth- 
with made his Demand upon her, to pro- 
Pole the Requeſt ſhe had to offer him. 

Miſs replied, that ſhe ſhould inſiſt upon 
his moſt ſolemn Promiſe, never to pro- 
poſe to her a Conſummation of their 

Marriage, till their Affairs ſhould turn 
out, correſpondent to the Purpoſe they 
at firſt ſet out with; and that though 
fhe would admit of as great a Latitude 
as he pleaſed in their epiſtolary Cor- 
reſpondence; yet, that he would never 
{iſt upon, or even requeſt her to co- 
habit with him, till one, or the other of 
them, ſhould poſſeſs enough for their 
liberal Subſiſtence. | 

This Demand, ariſing ſo contrary to 
his every Expectation, reduced Mr, Faul- 
coner to an cxtremity of Anguiſh, The 
only thing in Life he had ſo earneſtly 
ſought for, to be annexed to a Condi- 
tion, ſo deſtructive to the very End it 

was deſigned for, drove him 3 

wild 
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wild with Confuſion ; but hoping ſtill, 
that it might not be impoſſible to miti- 
gate the Rigour of her Demand, he in- 
treated her no longer to torture him with 
Doubts ; but to declare to him, whether 


ſhe was in earneſt or not? She replied, 


that ſhe was, and backed it with ſo many 
cogent Reafons, that at laſt, finding it 
would beLabour in vain to ſtrive longer 
againſt the Torrent of her Determination, 
he ſubmitted, and in the moſt ferious, 
and deliberate manner imaginable, bound 
himſelf by Promiſes, to her Satisfac- 
tion. | | 

They were married the very next Day, 
and now they became more explicit in 


their real Sentiments to each other; bur 


her Reſolves were too peremptory, for 
him to attempt the leaſt Infringement of 
them: There was now, an unreſtrained 
Intercourſe ſettled between them, for the 
few Days it was only to continue; they 
were ſcarce ever aſſunder in the Day- time, 
nor omitted they the Courſe of any other 
Endearment between them, ſave that of 
Bedding together, as had firſt been ſtipu- 
lated againſt, | 
It was mutually agreed to preſerve a 

Correſpondence by Letter, and that Mr. 

Faulconen 
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Faulconer ſhould comply with an Offer 
an Uncle of his had heretofore made 
him of ſending him to Bombay, in the 
Service of the Eaſt-India Company. 
They allowed it would be ſome Years 
before he would return again; but as no 
Method appeared to them fo feaſible 
for raiſing a Fortune as that, they both 
fubſcribed to ſo tedious a Separation, it 


promiſing a happy re-uniting at laſt. 


The Morning being. now come for 
Mrs. Faulconer's Journey to her Place, 
Mrs Roberts had lent her her Coach for 
the Expedition, and would have accom- 
panied her herſelf, had not Mrs. Faul- 


coner inſiſted upon it, not only as 2 


Work of Supererogation, but that it 
would ſavour of Impropriety, for her to 
attend upon ſo mean an Office as that 
of introducing her Relation to a Service, 
when ſhe muſt have ſo many Miles to 
re-travel afterwards by herſelf, ſo that 
ſhe ſoon laid aſide her Purpoſe, 

Mr. Faulconer came very early that 


Morning, that he might not loſe a Mo- 


went of his dear Wife's Company be- 
fore he was to part with her indefinitely 
but the Inſtant being come for her ſtep- 
ping into the Vehicle, ſhe had now 


taken 
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taken her hearty Farewel of Mr. Roberts 
and his Lady, and thanked them for all 
Favours, when a far more ſolemn Scene 
was about to ſucceed, upon her Vale- 
diction to her deareſt Husband. Mr. 
Faulconer, whilſt the Thanks and Com- 
pliments had-flown thick alternately, be- 
tween his Wife and her Relations, ſtood 
palid and trembling, juſt ike to a Ma- 
lefactor under Expectation of his imme- 
diate Sentence; nor had a Syllable eſ- 
caped his Lips, till ſhe. turning from 
them, he caught her in his Arms, 
where, in that conjoined Attitude, they 
wept ſilently on each other's Boſom for 
a long Time, neither of them venturing: 
to iſſue a Syllable, leſt the Torrent of 
Dolour, as yet confined to their own 
Breaſts, upon the leaſt Vent given to it, 
ſhould iſſue forth too furiouſly for all 
Reſtraint. At length Mrs. Faulconer, 
unwilling to keep her Friends ſtanding, 
and recollecting that early or late, the 
Moment of parting muſt arrive, in order 
to put a Stop to their uſeleſs Perplexi- 
ties, breaking from his Embrace, and tak- 
ing his Hand in hers; | 
My Dear, ſaid ſhe, I am under the 
_ utmoſt Confuſion at our preſent Beha- 
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viour before my good Couſins. You 
are as ſenſible as I am of the Neceſſity of 
our preſent Separation; nor are we the 
firſt Couple by thoufands, who have 
voluntarily ſubmitted to like Conditions, 
ll under the ſame Proſpects with ourſelves, 
. The Mariner, of every Denomination, 
| by Choice, takes annual Farewels of his 
Spouſe, whilſt we, in Hopes of this one 
only, may meet again, never more to 
part. Have we not, continued ſhe, 
made this Way of Life our Choice ? 


if T hen, if we mean to proſper, let us 
it perſevere with Alacrity, and labouring 
"i each for the Happineſs of the other, 


i} fear not but that the Duty will be de- 
ll} lightful that will ever have ſo deſirable 
an End in View; then faluting him, 
farewel ! ſaid ſhe, till Providence ſhall 
again pleaſe to re-unite us; and in the 
mean time let us both ſo behave as to 
render ourſelves deſerving Objects of its 
due Protection. 
She waited not for a Reply, which 
| the beheld him (paſt Utterance) ſtrug- 
gling with ; but dropping a Courtely to 
her Relations, ſhe ſtepped away to the 
1 Coach, and had ſeated herſelf for mov- 
ming, when her Husband running up, 
| ſtepped 


he wilt | 
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ſtepped in alſo, vowing, that as there 
would be ſtill ſome ſpare Moments left 
for enjoying each other during the Jour- 
ney, he would not, by ſuffering. her to- 
depart alone, be deprived of the Benefit 
of them; ſo that maintaining his Station 
againſt a faint Oppoſition from the Lady, 
they both moved off together. 


As to their mutual Expreſſions of 


Tenderneſs upon the Road, we muſt 
neceſſarily caſt a Vail over them, being 
Tranſactions meerly in private; but the 
Servants, upon their Return, reported, 
that Mr. Faulconer, about a Mile ſhort 
of their Journey's End, ordered the 
Coach to ſtop at an Inn, into which, no 
Intreaties of his could prevail for his- 


Lady's following him; but that they had 


both wept for the whole Journey, no 
Diſpute was to be made, they ſaid; for 


that, when Mr. Faulconer left her, both 


their Eyes were as red as Blood. They 
added, that after Mr. Fauilconer had 
quitted the Coach, finding ſhe would by 
no Means follow him, he ſtill hung upon 
the Window in ſuch a Manner, that 
they could not proceed, though his Lacy, 
had often intreated him to depart; till 
at length, turning about to call for a 

Glaſs 
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Glaſs of Wine, the Coachman being ap- 
priſed of the Lady's Inelination, and 
giving his Horſes a Whip, away went 
the Coach, and left the Gentleman be- 
hind it. | 

Madam, upon her Arrival, they faid, 
would not ſuſfer them to bait at the 
Lady's, but ordered them back to the 
Inn with all Expedition; where meeting 
with Mr. Faulconer, they had baited, 
and from thence brought him home to 
within about a Quarter of a Mile of his 
Father's, where they ſet him down, and 
took Leave of him. 


C H A P. XE 


Account of Mr. Faulconer's Family. Pro- 
viſion for his going to India, Letter to 
his Wife thereon. Her Anſwer. Pur- 
fues ber Advice. Letter from him. Her 
Anſwer. Another from him. Her An- 

ſcher before his Departure. 


'T Aving mentioned Mr. Faulconer as 
the only Perſon worthy the Af- 
fections of this amiable and reſigned 
Lady, his now Spouſe, it may be expect- 
ed 
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ed 1 ſhould bring my Reader ſomewhat 
acquainted with his Family. 

Mr. Hervey Faulconer (he receiving 
that chriſtian Appellative from his Grand, 
and God-father, his Mother's Father) 
was the youngeſt Son of four of Fames 
Faulconer, Eſq; a Gentleman of between 
three and four hundred Pounds a Year 
Eſtate, and no diſtant Neighbour from 
Mr. Roberts, between whom, and that 
old Gentleman's Family, had ſubſiſted 
a peculiar Familiarity and good Under- 
ſtanding for many Years before. 

Old Mr. Faulconer had alſo three 
Daughters; but the greateſt Part of his 
Eſtate being in Settlement upon his eldeſt 
Son, and but a ſmall Charge upon it for 
the Benefit of younger Children, it can- 
not be imagined that_ any great Sum 
ſhould fall to the Share of each ; nor 
could they even arrive to that, till after 
the Deceaſc of their Father, who was by 
no means to be called an old Man, be- 
ing, at the Time I am now ſpeaking 
of, but juſt turned of Fifty. 

Mr. Faulconer, the Father, had a Bro- 
ther ſomewhat elder: than himſelf, who, 
from a Writer, ſent out to the Indies, 
in few Years had returned Maſter of a 

| very 
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very large Fortune; which, for the ſake 
of being near his Brother, he had moſtly 
converted into Land in that Neighbour- 
hood, reſerving but little more in Caſh, 
than might qualify him for a Director 
of che Eaſt- India Company, being what 
he had twice or thrice unſucceſsfully 
aimed at, though he had a very conſi- 
derable Intereſt there. 

This Gentleman it 1s, who, finding 
Mr. Hervey Faulconer a moſt ingenious 
and promiſing young Man, and confider- 
ing that his Brother could not provide 
for ſo many Children as he had, in any 
Methods of ſuperior Life, had teſtified 
his Inclination for introducing young Mr. 
Hervey to the Company's Service, as a 
ready Means of making his Fortune ; 
but the Thing had been ſo ſlackly pur- 
ſued on the young Gentleman's Part, 
that nothing had as yet been done in it. 

Now it was that Mr. Hervey Faul- 
coner, upon the Loſs of his Wife (it 
being a profound Secret to every one 
but Mr. KRoberts's Family that he was 
married) and from her earneſt Recommen- 
dation at parting with him, made as 
early an Application as poſſible to his 
; | Uncle 
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Uncle for his Intereſt to enter him in the 
Company's Service. 

This the old Gentleman ſeemed high- 
ly pleaſed with, told him that ſome of 
their Ships would depart in about fix 
Weeks Time for Bombay, and that he 
would inſtantly go to Town and fecure 
him a Birth with them. This he ſo ef- 
fectually executed, that he had not been 
more than a Week there, before he 
wrote for Mr. Hervey to ſet forwards 
for London directly, he having made 
Proviſion for him by the next Ship- 


ping. - | 
Though our Bridegroom had ſhewn 


himſelf ſo eager for his new Poſt, whilſt 


it ſeemed as a I hing only in Speculation z 
yet, now the Scheme was not only be- 
come practicable, but determined, the 


Thoughts of ſuch a diſtant Separation 
from his Wife, ſo cut him to the Heart, 


that he had very nigh determined with 
himſelf to have declined it: Nay, till 
he had again conſulted his Spouſe upon 
it, he not only forbore all preparatory 
Advances towards his Voyage, but even 
confined the Arrival of ſuch Letter from 
his Uncle to his own Breaſt too. 


Hiring 
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Hiring, therefore, a ſtrange Meſſen- 


ger, he ſent his Wife the following 
Letter : 


Mr. Hervey Faulconer, to Miſs Olympia 


%%%  S 6 00 


- Jjaacſon, 


* My deareſt Life, 


Have ſent you theſe Iſſues of a 
Heart almoſt diſtracted, that I may, 
in Anſwer to them, receive that Con- 
ſolation in the Strait IJ am under, 
which only your ſerious Opinion and 
Advice, can adminiſter to me. 
© ] hive, as had been concerted be- 
tween us, applied ſo critically to my 
Uncle for my Advancement in the 
India Company, that what I could 
have wiſhed protracted for theſe twelve 
Months, or rather never to have been 
effected, is confined to the narrow Li- 
mits of little more than a Month, be- 
fore | muſt engage in it, he having 
wrote for me inſtantly to Town to him, 
from whence I have no Hopes of re- 
turning before my Voyage. 
« Let me intreat my beloved Wife to 
conſider ſeriouſly before I take ſuch a 
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Step, as perhaps we may both, upon 
after Thought, condemn, and to ſend . 
me her Advice for my Conduct, ſince 
nothing elſe can determine me either 
for going, or ſtaying, or free me from 
a Deluge of Inquietude, whilſt I ſhall 
remain in the uncertain State of Irre- 
ſolution Jam now in. 
My Deareſt, pray bring to the Ac- 
count, how remote we ſhall be ſituated 
from each other if Igo; and that even 
one whole revolving Year cannot bring 
me an Anſwer to what I ſhall write you 
from thence. Conſider, I fay, that 
many Chances may intervene to de- 
prive me of ever beholding my dear 
Wife more. Conſider what may be 
the Anguiſh of either, or both our 
Minds, on being deprived of even a 
moſt neceſſary Interview now-and-then 
between us. Weigh thoroughly each 
poſſible Anxiety that may arrive to 
either upon my Departure from you ; 
and having reſolved upon the Voyage 
(it that ſhall prove your Pleaſure), re- 
leaſe me for this once from the ſtrict 
Obligation I am under not to viſit 
you; and grant me your Licence to 
take the parting Kiſs from thoſe dear 
Lips 
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Lips, mine never could, by Choice, 
be disjoined from. O] let us perſo- 


nally, if part we muſt, renew our 
Vews of everlaſting Conſtancy, the 
only Comfort I am capable of receiv- 
ing, to counter-ballance the Woes 1 
muſt have in Expectation when di- 
vided from you, by almoſt the whole 
Earth's Diameter. | 
Return, my deareſt Angel, your 
Anſwer by the Bearer, and thereby 
© render either the happieſt, or moſt 
« wretched of Mortals, 


* Your moſt ſincerely 
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© affectionate Husband, 


6H. FaviconeR.? 


P. S. I direct to you not as I would, 
© but as you deſired me.? 


Miſs Olympia Faulconer, to Mr. Hervey 
Faulconer. 


My Dear, 
HAT the Woes of Mankind 
are moſtly of their own dreſſing 
up, in ſuch gaſtly Shapes, as at laſt to 
terrify even themſelves, 1s a — 
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© I never had more Keaſon to hold for 
valid, than upon Sight of the Epiſtle 
you ſent me ſubſcribed by your own _ 
Hand. Nay. to be plain with you, 
though I cannot abſolutely condemn 
your miſtaken Argument, myſelf be- 
ing, as | would flatter myſelf, the ſole 
Inſpirer of your unaccountable Rea- 
ſonings thereupen; had Iveruſed your 
Labours under the like Prejudices that 
you wrote them with, my Heart, 
tis ſure had been almoſt broken, 
© in Senſe of thoſe Horrors I muſt have 
been filied with at your hinted- at ap- 
proaching Calamities. e 
Either you deceive me, and are de- 
< ceived yourſelf, or there is nothing 
upon Earth more ardently deſired by 
you than an uninterrupted Co-habita- 
tion between us, under all the virtuous 
Delights that an eaſy Affluence and 
« perpetual Concord can afford us. What 
< was ever propoſed by your Voyage to 
India, and Employment there for ſome 
Time, but that, by an Acquiſition of 
that eaſy Affluence for our ee Sup- 
port, we might enjoy that bleſſed 
Union? Were any readier Means pro- 
poſed for attaining theſe Ends? If fo, 
let 
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let us try them; but if this Voyage 
vas the fole Requiſite, why would you 
< bogele at it? 

© Had as ready an Expedient for 
< procuring our Deſires been propoſed 
© to my Execution, I had, in Imagina- 
© tion, rather have wiſhed myſelf at the 
© Cape by this Time, than have ſtudied 


the Protra q ion of ſo deſirable an Event, 


© though but for a ſingle Moment. 
My dear Husband muſt imagine me 
© a notorious Hypocrite, before he can 
© wait my Determination either for his 
going ot ſtaying, having ever given 
© my Judgment in Preference to this, 
* which hath been indiſputably conclud- 
© ed between us; nor, though ſome 
< undeſirable Inconveniences will attend 
« every Action of our Lives, are we 
therefore juſtifiable in ſitting idle, and 
< doing nothing that may help our- 
« ſelves. 
Believe me, my Love, I have fully 
weighed and conſidered, by what Means 
we may moſt happily come together; 
but if farther conſidering from an Over- 
abundance of minute Circumſtances, I 
ſhould once deter you, or myſelf, 
from proſecuting what we have ap- 
proved, 
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proved; our Lives may be ſpent in 
Preparation, for what we may hope in 
vain, on this Side of the Grave: 

As for my releaſing you from your 
Obligation not to viſit me, it can an- 
ſwer only to the peeviſh Call of an un- 
manly Fancy; nor am I ſuch a Friend 
to a ſecond Parting from you, as ever 
to deſire a Meeting between us, till 
we may do it without the Dread of part- 
ing at all; and as for further Vows of 
Conſtancy, if thoſe already paſſtd be- 
tween us, can decay through Age, a 
freſh Set can laſt but a few Weeks lon- 
ger, which were not worth our while 
to contend for. | 
Proſecute then, my deareſt Husband, 
the Means we have propoled, for the 
Advancement of the End we are aim 
ing at, and that, without any further 
Dalliance between us, till we may be 
happy altogether. 

Let me hear from you conſtanſtly, 


and how to addreſs myſelf to you, 


that in perſonal Abſence, our Souls 
may ſympathize in all Things com- 
mendable ; and then my Love need 
never fear Proſperity attending his 
Vol. I. H * Wiſhes, 
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« Wiſhes, to the Arms of his loving 
Wife, 


OLYMPIA FAuLCON ER.“ 


Mr. Faulconer's Meſſenger returning 
with the above Letter from his Wife, 
ſcarce had he given it a ſecond Peruſal, 
before he was upon the Road in his Jour- 
ney to London; from whence, he imme- 
diately ſent her the following, by the Poſt. 


Mr. Hervey Faulconer, to Mrs. Olympia 
Jſaacſon. 


EVER could I have imagined 
the Day would arrive, wherein 
I ſhould more pleaſurably write to, 
than converſe with my ever dear and ex- 
cellent Olympza ; but that it is, is moſt 
apparent to me: For my Dear, after 
reading your nervous Dictates, fraught 
only with Magnammity and maſculine 
© Intrepidity ; how convicted do ſtand in 
my own Judgment, and covered with 
+ Bluſhes, for the Meanneſs of my own 
* Sentiments | 
* Pardon me, my Love, the Spirit 
that in{pires moſt Men with Firmneſs 
in the Cauſe of their Miſtreſſes, was in 
© me, converted into Cowardicez and 


till 


. . 


* 


F..! ĩͤ 


6 
— 
0 
o 
o 


. Oe Cane * 


8 


The InxOCENT SUFFERER. 147 


till in your laſt Lines, I beheld not my 
ownFolly. Howcould I have reſted near 
thee in Inactivity, rather than by a bold 
Puſh at Fortune for a Time, abſenting 
from thee, have paved myſelf a W ay 
to the Poſſcſſion of thee for ever. 
But what I have here ſtated, is only 
what I have been encouraged to, by 
your more laudable Example. I find 
myſelf here in Town, even more intent, 
if poſſible, upon my Departure, than 
ever before was upon my Stay with 
you. How happy 1s the Man that can 
ſubmit to the Regulation of his Con- 
duct, from Example? But how much 
more ſo he, who never wants an Ad- 
viſer, as willing, as capable, to direct 
him in every Occurrence of his Life? 

I am to be preſented to the Board of 
Directors To-morrow, and our Shi 
being near laden, I know not how ſoon 
I may be called on Board. I long to 
be at my Poſt, as the ſooner I engage 
in it, the ſooner I ſhall hope to deſert 
it, for the Breaſt of my deareſt Wite, 


the ſole eligible Aſſylum, to her 


* Moſt truly Loving Huſband, 
H. FavuLcoNneR.” 
H 2 Miſs 
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Mrs. Ol;mpia Faulconer, to Mr. Hervey 


Faulconuer. 


Othing could have been more 
welcome to me, than the good 
Part, which my deareſt Husband took 
my Laſt in; for a leſs affectionate Man 
might have perverted my Meaning to 
my own Diſhonour; but you, my 
Dear, having aſcribed to it its genuine 
Meaning, L would hope areas ſenſible, 
not only of its Propriety but its Utility, 
as I can be; nay, though 1 wrote ſo 
$ peremptorily, yet my very Heart 
trembled, all the while my Hand was 
belying it; for as nothing but your 
il Love for me, could have forced that 
— 
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Reluctance to your Voyage from me, 
ſo believe me, had my Heart been at 
0 Liberty to have contradicted it, nothing 
i * would have been more agreeable to 
[| me; but the great Good ſtanding ever 
F in my View, in Oppoſition to your re- 
© maining idle here, urged me to preſs 
* your Departure. 

If it proves convenient, fail not to 
jet me have the Pleaſure of another | 
* Line from you, ſignifying, if poſſible, 
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the Day of your Sailing, that I may 
keep it as a ſtrict and ſolemn Faſt, to 
implore every Bleſſing upon your En- 
terprize. Firſt, that you may eſcape 
the Dangers of the Ocean; then, enjoy 
your Health! in a ſtrange Cate! then, 
that every of your Undertakings there 
may be proſperous; alſo, that in due 
Time, you may return, above the 
future Drudgery of the World z and, 
laſtly, that neither Perſon, Thing, or 
Cauſe may intervene, to the Diverſion 
of my ever dear Husband's Affections, 


from the Perſon of 


His moſt dutiful, 
and affetlionate Wife, 


< OLyMPpia FAULCONER.? 


Mr. 1lervey Faulconer, to Mrs. Olympia 
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{jaacſon. 


H E Sincerity of the Love, ex- 
preſſed in the laſt my beloved 
Wife ſent me, almoſt unmanned me, 
whilſt I peruſed it. Believe, my Love, 
that it mult be impoſſible for an heart- 


leſs Man to poſſeſs himſelf of any other 


H 3 Object, 
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Object, than of her who maintains, 
not only the Poſſeſſion of his loft 
Heart, but of his very Soul too. 

My Father has advanced me Fifty 


Pounds upon my Qut-let, as allo has my 


Uncle the like Sum, beſides laying me 
in a large Stock of Stores for the Voy- 
age, and Clothes in Abundance. One 
of the Fifty Pound Notes, which TI 
was to have converted into Caſh, 
hereby tranſmit to you, who may 
probably, have far more Occaſion for 
it, than 1 ſhall; for your Wages will 
icarce provide you with common De- 
ccncies, much leſs with now and then a 
good Gown to your Back, which I 
ſhall ever pride myſelf to think you 
appear 1n. 
* The Day appointed for our Sailing 
is next n Wind and Weather 
permitting; though I preſume, we 
ſhall ſcarce quit the Channel for ſeveral 
Days after. I ſhall be on Board next 
Sunday, Night; ſo that ſhould you 
miſs a ſingle Poſt, I muſt deſire you 
to write no more. till you hear farther 
from me, leſt it ſhould fall into impro- 
per Hands. 
* That therefore all manner of Proſ- 
perity may attend my ever dear Wife, 
together 
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together with a ſpeedy Releaſe from 
her ignominious Servitude, and that 
we may both happily meet again, 
never more till Death ſhall part, is 
the ſincere Petition, of 14 


« My dear Life, 
« Your moſt faithful, and 
* affetionate Huſband, 
H. Fa uLcON ER. 


Mrs, Olympia Faulconer, to Mr. Hervey 
Faulconer. 


0 X CU SE, my Dear, the Scribble 
0 of theſe few Lines, the half 
Moment that I write them in being 
ſtolen from my Lady's Dreſſing Table, 
whilſt the Poſt- man has been bribed by 
me to wait for them. 

I have but Time to hope, that the 
Almighty Maker of us all, will pleaſe 
to return you ſafe, in his good Time, 
to my craving Arms. WO 
As to the Note you was ſo good to 
{nd me, I herewith return it, as 


H 4 | « uſcleſs 
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* uſcleſs to me; though doubt not, 
but you will, Abroad, feel its Con- 
ſequence. I would ſay more, having 
a long Train of Matter behind; but 
am called away : So no more ſhall I 
deſire than your Happineſs, and that 
you will believe me, OE, 


* The meſt dutiful, 
* and loving of Wives. 
OLYMPIA FAULCONER,? 
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Diſſertation upon Servitude, Mrs. Faul- 
coner*'s Character in Mrs, Gateley's 
Family. Miſs Gately oder favours 
her. She finds Fault with it. Long 
Conference between her and Miſs 
Gately. Miſs finds out her Marriage 

'F aud Family, Miſs Gately pilties her, 

b Ars, Faulconer fears being turned 
i away. Dinner breaks off their Diſ- 


l courſe till Afternoon, 
| FT is plain that Servitude, as to the 
1 1 Thing itſelt, diſrobed of the miſchie- 


. vous Appendages too frequently annexed 
i= | to 
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to it, is not that indignant State it is too 
commonly ſuſpected to be; nor would 


it find ſo much Diſcredit me the Gene- 


rality of Mankind, but through the 


Blume of thoſe who engage in it. 


The vulgar Herd of Mankind, to whoſe 
Lot this chiefly falls, for want of ſome 


Politure in their Education in early Life, 


notwithſtanding the Indigence of their 


Circumſtances, ſoon look upon themſelves 


to be as good as their Maſter; and 
though all the Commodities of Life flow 
through him to them, yet they yeilding 
him, as they take it, @ quid pro quo, in 
their Service, diſdain even the gentleſt 


Sound of Exhortation from him; little 


imagining themſelves, however variant 
in external Benefits, a Jot leſs capable of 
ſteering themſelves, and directing of 
others, than himſelf. 

From hence ariſes an Impatience of 
Submiſſion, a ſordid, and diſingenuous 
Behaviour, in Oppoſition to their Maſter's 
Service; a Diſregard of his Anger, and 
of farther Continuance with him ; well 
knowing, that the Market is large, the 
Cuſtomers numerous, and that if one 
will not, another will: So that provided 


they can but ſecure to themſelves new 


3 Places, 


154 The MoTHrER-IN-LaW; of, . 
Places, before they have ſquandered away 
the whole Profits of the old ones, the 
World being ever beginning with them, 
they ſeldom project farther Advantages. 
Now he who inliſts himſelf to a Ser- 
vice, ought no leſs to ſtudy a Continu- 
ance in it, if he means to thrive by it, than 
the Tradſeman, in his way of Buſineſs, 
who never chooſes to ſhift his Station, 
but rather puts up with many Inconve- 
niences on the Spot whereon he has 
gained an Eſtabliſhment, than he will, 
without ſome apparant Advantage, re- 
move to other Quarters. A Servant, 
ought therefore to fix it as a Maxim with 
himſelf to apply himſelf wholly to his Du- 
ty, at all ſuch Times as it calls upon him 
for the Performance of it. He ought to 
behave therein with Diligence, Willingneſs, 
Submiſſion, and ſuch Alacrity, that it 
may rather ſeem a deſireable Employment, 
than one ſubmitted to of Neceſſity, and 
by e Iran Thele are the only Me- 
thods of rendering himſelf happy, and 
his Service acceptable : Nor are there 
many Maſters ſuch Churls, as to treat a 
Servant of chis Caſt, with Inhumanity, 
Mrs. Faulconer, from the Fund of 
Improvement ſhe was Miſtreſs of, made 
her 
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her Election for this latter Behaviour: 
Inſomuch, that before ſne had been a 
Month in Miſs Gately's Service, ſhe was 
even more careſſed by her young Lady, 
than ever her late Companion had been. 

Miſs Gately, no leſs than her Mother, 
and all the inferior Houſe, could pre- 
ſently diſcern that Olly, (as ſhe was ge- 

nerally ſtiled amongſt them) had ſome- 
what in her Manner and Behaviour, far 
tranſcending the Station ſhe appeared in. 
This, though uſually is but derided 
by a fellow Servant, yet, her gentle 
Manner of Addreſs, even to theſe, ſo 
. wrought upon their Inclinations in Fa- 
vour of her, that neither Man or Maid 
in the Family, but eſteemed it an Obli- 
gation, whenever ſhe would ſuffer them 
to be aſſiſtant to her; nor was one of 

them leſs ready to run, or act, at her 
Requeſt, but rather more pleafingly ſo, 
than at the immediate Order of either the 
old Lady, or her Daughter. 

As to Miſs Gately, ſhe was too ſenſi- 
ble of the valuable Prize ſhe was poſ- 
ſeſſed of, ever once to caſt a random 
Thought after her former Woman, 
requiſitory of her Return: For ſcarce had 
Mrs. Faalconer been a full W 
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her Service, before ſhe perceived herſelf 


ſo eſteemed as an Intimate and Compa- 


nion, that not the leaſt Shadow of a 


ſervile Office was recommended to her, 
but with far more Pain to her Lady in 
Propoſing it, than to herſelf in the Exe- 


cution. 
Thus Matters paſſed between them 
for about a Quarter of a Year, when 


Miſs Gately frequently tranſacted thoſe 


Things for herſelf, which Mrs Faul- 
coner, in Duty, ſtood liable to; till this 


was grown ſo familiar, that Mrs. Faul- 


coner could behold it but with an ill Eye, 
and at length, took upon her to con- 


demn her young Lady for it, alledging, 


that ſhe entered not into her Service, with 
a Proſpect of ſeeing her Lady perform the 


Function of her own Servant. That ſhe 
had hoped, ſhe ſhould have been capable 


ofexecuting all her Commands, to her Sa- 


tisfaction; but rather than find herſelf 


deficient in her Service, to ſuch a Degree, 
as to caſt the labouring Oar upon her 
Lady, ſhe had much rather retire to 
ſome Place, where ſhe might be able to 

give better Content. 
Miſs Gately, who expected not this 
Charge, from one whom ſhe fo greatly 
| favoured, 
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* favoured, and for whoſe: Sake alone, ſhe 
had drawn upon herſelf this Condemna- 
tion, replied, Olly, I was in great Hopes, 


that you had not taken Notice of the 


few little: Tokens of my Regard for 


you, that have ſometimes eſcaped me; 


but fince I find myſelf ſo generouſly re- 


proved by you for them, give me leave | 


for a few Words with you. 


Firſt, Oy, added ſhe, permit me to 


aſſure you, that I never in-my whole 
Life was more deceived in any Per- 
ſon, than I have found my Expecta- 
tions fruſtrated in you. You well know 


that I hired you as my Servant, to be 
employed-in ſuch little Offices as would 


be uſeful to me, about my Perſon ; but 


I muſt take the Liberty of inſiſting, 
that you are ſo far from the Perſon I 
took you for, that had our Stations 
been inverted, we had each much better 
ſuſtained our Characters; you, that of 
the Lady, and myſelt of the waiting Vo- 
man. 

Mrs. Faul oner not mathe his. 
her Meaning, burſt into Fears, Hoping, 


as ſhe told Mils, that nothing in her 


paſt Behaviour, could prove her lufficient 
Warrant for taxing her with the leaſt 
Action, 
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Action, or Intimation, of behaving above 


the Condition ſne had with ſuch Sedulity 
engaged in. Certain ſhe was, ſhe ſaid, 
that ſhe had made it hitherto her ſole 


Study, to demean herſelf with all Duty 


to Miſs, ſo far as her Power would ex- 
tend; neither could any one Circum- 
ſtance upon Earth adminiſter more De- 
light to her, than a Conſciouſneſs of her 
Services proving acceptable to ſo gen- 


tle a Benefactreſs, as Miſs had ever ſnewn 


herſelf to her; neither could ſhe collect 
from any Part of her paſt Carriage in 
Miſs's Service, whereupon ſhe could 
ground ſo foundationleſs a Charge, as 
that of a Deceiver againſt her ; a Thing, 
as far from her own Intentions, as it was 


abhorrent from her very Nature, 


We ſhall underſtand one another bet- 
ter preſently, ſaid Miſs ; therefore dry 
away thoſe Tears, that more ſenſibly 
affect my Heart, than they can your 
own ; whilſt I lay open my Mind more 
plainly to you: For believe me, Olly, 
added ſhe, both your Pleaſures and 
Pains affect me, at leaſt, equally, with 
my deareſt and moſt amiable Com- 
pamion, 

I 
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J have not been ſo blind Child, added 
Miſs, ever ſince you have lived with me, 
as not to have diſcovered the ſhining 
and polite Lady in you, under the too 
thin Diſguiſe of a Chamber-maid ; nor 


have I been ſo little obſervant of your 


Manner, in every of your Tranſactions 
with me, as you may imagine I have; 


not a Pin have you ſtuck, not a Plait 


have you folded, not a Touch has 
paſſed from you to me, but under the 
ſtricteſt Examination imaginable on my 
Side, leſt Accident, might have led me 


into Error; but when the whole Series 


of your Actions hath conſpired, to the 
Confirmation of my good Opinion of 
you ; I think, it is ſcarce Credible, that 
I ſhould be miſtaken : Nay, my deareſt 
Olly, for ſo give me leave to call you, 
not only your Actions have above mea- 


ſure intereſted me in you ; but had I 


been born blind as to them, the Propriety 
of your Speeches, the Supereminence of 
your Sentiments, and. the Elegancy of 
your Diction, muſt have informed me 
of the ſuperior Talents you poſſeſſed, 
and that theſe, could not have been fo 
{uperlatively improved, without a genteel 
and liberal Education, deſerving of 3 

ther 
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ther Manner of Fortune than has fallen 
to you in my Service; to which, you 
are, in my Opinion, more unworthy than 
would judge myſelf to be, of your 
debaſed Station; for which Reaſon, ſhould 
longer detain you in it, I ſhould hold 
myſelf in the higheſt Degree culpable. 
Alas, Miſs! what do 1 hear? replied 
Mrs. Faulconer. Is it poſſible, that what 
you would inſinuate as Matter of Merit 
in me, ſhould contribute to my utter 
Diſgrace with you? If to have ſought, 
with unlimited Anxiety, your Pleaſure 
in every of my Thoughts and Actions; 
if to have performed my Duty towards 
you inſcrupulouſly; if to have ſtudied a 
zealous Attachment to your Perſon; and 
if Purpoſes paſt Retraction, to render 
my moſt implicit Obedience to all your 
Orders, are criminal in me, I have, in- 
deed, moſt juſtly deſerved to be rejected 
by you; but if otherwiſe, and yet you 
are pleaſed. to diſmiſs me, I ſhall, ne- 
vertheleſs, ſincercly wiſh you ſome other 
in my Room, better qualified for proving 
ſucceſsful in it, whilſt I ſhall ſeck out 
for ſome new Aſylum to ſhelter my 
Misfortunes in. 


NIrs. 
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Mrs. Faulconer then ſeeking a Vent 

for her Tears, which obſtructed her fur- 
ther Delivery of herſelf, was turning 
from her young Lady, that ſhe might 
indulge over her Diſappointment in pri- 
vate; when Miſs catching her by the 
Hand, Hold, Olly, ſaid ſhe, I mean not 
to part with you ſo abruptly ; come, 
every Thing muſt have a Beginning 3 
now, therefore, fit down by me whilſt 
I] reveal ſomewhat more of my Mind 
to you. 

Mrs, Faulconer, who with the Degree 
had aflumed the Deference of a Servant 
too, uſed abundance of Arguments againſt 
being ſeated in the Preſence of her Lady, 
as that ſhe was very well able to ſtand 
ſo long as ever it would pleaſe Mis to 
confer with her ; nay,. indeed, that were 
it otherwiſe, the Confuſion ſhe ſhould be 
under in ſuch an improper Situation be- 
fore her, would withdraw her Atten- 
tion from what ſhe ſhould be pleaſed to 
ſay to her : But whatſoever ſhe could 
urge againſt Miſs's Reſolution, was in 
vain; for if ſhe paid the leaſt Regard to 
her Pleaſure, Miſs told her, ſhe would 
_ no more Words of it, but obey 

er. 8 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. Faulconer at lengh complying, 
Miſs told her, ſhe need be under no more 
Apprehenſions of having offended her; 
for that ſhe had never yet beheld any 
thing in her unworthy of her own Imita- 
tion; and as ſhe was perſuaded, the 
Education ſhe muſt have received, had 
been gained in no deſpicable Family, ſhe 
muſt infiſt upon her diſcloſing to her 
who ſhe was, and who were her Parents 
and Relations; and by what Turn of 
Chance, ſhe came to be driven to a 
Service. | 

Not in the leaſt expecting this home 
Queſtion, Mrs. Faulconer bluſhed immo- 
derately ; but, under the Hurry of her 
Spirits, kept Silence ; till Miſs again 
putting it to her ſo peremptorily, that 
ſhe ſeemed impatient of the leaſt Heſi- 
tation: Mrs. Faulconer replied, that ſhe 
had hoped the Obſcurity of her Situa- 
tion, would never have afforded her 
Cauſe for a Retroſpection upon what ſhe 
had once been, having perfectly reſigned 
herſelf to the Rank Providence had been 
pleaſed to allot her in Life. It muſt 
needs be very irkſome to her, ſhe told 
her Lady (nor could ſhe herſelf but 
eſteem it ſo) to rake back into thoſe 
| Alhes 
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Aſhes that muſt ſcorch her very Soul in 


the Touch only ; nor could ſhe, in the 
Relation of her Story, but reflect on her 
deareſt Father - (whoſe Memory muſt 
bleed freſh in her Mind) without the 
acuteſt Senſations of Sorrow : For which 
Reaſons, ſhe intreated Miſs to excuſe her 
from engaging in a Topic that mult 
prove ſo afflicting to her. As to the 
Station of Life ſhe was then fixed in, if 
Miſs, ſhe ſaid, would be ſo benevolent 
to her, as not only to overlook her Fail 
ings, but to accept, in good Part, her 
ſincereſt Endeavours for her Service, and 
ſtill retain her in it, ſhe ſhould have 
arrived at the utmoſt of her Ambition, 
till Fate ſhould, in Compaſſion to her 
paſt Sufferings, relent to her, by intro- 
ducing, the ſingle Event that could ever 
compleat her Felicity. 

This moving Speech of Mrs. Faul- 
coner's, proved but freſh Fuel to her 
young Lady's Importunities, which cauſ- 


ed them to rage more impetuouſly; for 


her Curioſity over- ballancing all Decency, 
ſhe now inſiſted upon an impartial An- 
{wer to the ſeveral Querics ſhe had pro- 
poſed to her ; and at the ſame time, to 
induce her to the more ready Compli- 
ance, 


164 The MoTHER-IN-LAw; or, 


ance, ſolemnly proteſted to employ every 
Means in her Power for her Redreſs; 
till at length, having urged 2 Mo- 
tive ſhe could hope io avail herſelf of, 
and Mrs. Faulconer having firſt enjoined 
her Silence in the Affair, even to her 
own Mamma, ſhe began, by aſſuring 


her, that within far leſs than three Years 


paſt, ſhe eſteemed herſelf the moſt opu- 
lent Heireſs in Glouceſteiſbire; and then 
proceeded with her whole Hiſtory as 1 
have before related it; nor failed ſhe to 
ſet forth her | Mother-in-law, decked in 
her moſt malignant Colourings, till ſhe 


at length brought herſelf into her young 
Lady's Service; but not a Word all this 


while of her Courtſhip or Nuptials. 

Miſs was ſo affected with her Cataſtro- 
phe, that, for a conſiderable Time, ſhe 
wept over her, as a Mother over the 
laſt Strugglings of her departing Infant; 
till recollecting herſelf, and recruiting 
her Spirits a little, Dear Olly, ſaid ſhe, 
no Event hath ever before affected me 
in the Manner your Report hath; but 


there is one Thing you have been defi- 


cient in, and, either purpoſely or acci- 
dentally, have retained from my Know- 


ledge; I mean that Event from whence 


you 
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you ſay, you may ſtill have Room to 
hope for Felicity. | 

Mrs. Fautconer had; with tolerable 
Patience, gone through- all the other 
Parts of her Story; but the Senſe of 
diſcovering her Courtſhip and Nuptials, 
the very tendereſt of all Subjects, in her 
Opinion, and the Damage that might 
enſue to her deareſt Husband, ſhould 
the Secret ever reach the Ears of his 
Family, kept her long at Bay with her 
young Lady, before ſhe could dare to 
divulge it; but her Lady plying her 
with the moſt prefling Inſtances, and 
ſeriouſly undertaking, that the Account 
the ſhould give her, be it what it would, 
ſhould be ſacredly conſerved in her own 
Breaſt, ſhe was prevailed with to reveal 
her Marriage, the Departure of her Huſ- 
band, and che Conditions they had oblig- 
ed themſelves to, before eyer their Nup- 
tials ſhonld arrive at Conſummation. 

Miſs ſtood in Amaze, ſhe ſaid, at their 
Reſolution, it being whit, ſhe believed, 
ſhe ſhould not have been able ſo invio- 
lably to have maintained; nay, ſhe even 
ſympathized with Mrs. Faulconer, as ſhe 
now called her, in every Pang ſhe felt, both 
at the Recollection of her Husband, as 

at 
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at-preſent loſt to her, and at the dark 
Reflections of the more than Poſſibility 
of her never meeting him again. 
Mrs. Faulconer having no Myſteries now 
reſerved from Miſs, they began to reca- 
pitulate the paſt Hiſtory by Sketches, 
and to converſe thereon with all imagin- 
able Freedom; till at length Mrs. Faul- 
coner told her, ſhe was afraid ſhe had 


been too unreſerved in her Diſcloſure of 


her Affairs, leſt, now Miſs was apprized 
who ſhe was, and eſpecially as ſhe was a 
married Woman, ſhe ſhould be ſcrupu- 
lous of retaining her longer in her Ser- 
vice; though ſhe could aſſure Miſs, that 
having fully reduced kerſef to Humi- 
lity, ſhe ſhould be as obſervant of her 
Orders, tractable to her Commands, and 
obey her with as much Chearfulneſs, as 
the moſt abjectly deſcended Perſon the 
could procure ; and the rather, becauſe 
every new Engagement of herſelf, would 
be attended with freſh Reflections to her; 
whereas thoſe being now all over as to 
her preſent Service, ſhe could imbibe the 
moſt extatic Delight, was ſhe but ſatiſ- 
fied of remaining with that Lady whom 
ſhe firſt made it her Election to engage 
with, and whoſe placid Behaviour ever 

ſince, 
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ſince, had given her ſuch an Intereſt in 


her, as Time itſelf could ſcarce efface. 


Olly, ſaid Miſs, what you would ſeem 
to petition for, far be it from me to grant. 
The Adverſity of your Fortune, only 


| ſhews me what myſelf, and other young 


Ladies well deſcended, by the Turn of 
Fate, may be obliged to condeſcend to; 


though it is highly improbable, that one 


in a Thouſand of us ſhould ſo diſcreetly 
bear it as you do. As for. my own 
Part, added ſhe, I may account myſelf 
happy in not being ſo ſubject to the 
Caprice or Whim of a Parent, as man 

are, having an ample Proviſion of my 
own, independant of my Mamma's Plea- 
ſure, who, in all Probability, muſt, at 
her Death, augment my Store about 
eighteen hundred Pounds a Year more, 
beſides her ready Money, and other Ef- 
fects, which are conliderable ; but yet 
J will not totally exempt myſelf from the 
Laſh of Providence, in Dependance upon 
my temporary Benefits; for I am ſtill as 
liable as you was, to having them ren- 
dered uſcleſs to me, if not by a Divul- 
ſion from my own Hands; yet, by a 
Fever, or other numberleſs Accidents, to 
kave my Sentcs ſo impared, as to be in- 


capable 
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capable of enjoying them; which, though 
not in Act, would yet in Effect, be the 
ſame Thing, as to their Utility to me. 

For this Reaſon, added ſhe, it is, that 
I- cannot, in Honour, ſuffer a Perſon ſo 
well born, ſo genteely educated, and the 
Inheritrix of every valuable Quality, to 
remain any longer in the indignant Form 
of a Servant to me. 

Miſs oblerving Mrs. Faulconer to 
change Countenance at her laſt Words, 
and ſeemingly ready to faint in her Chair, 
claſping her Hand in her ow; but I 
will make you another Propoſal, added 
ſhe. At this Mrs. Faulconer ſeeming, to 
hearken, begg'd Leave to inform herſelf 
what that ſhould be; when, juſt as Miſs 
was about making it, the Dinner-bell 
ringing; My Mamma, ſaid ſhe, will 
now wait me in the Parlour, but I de- 
ſire to have half an Hour's more Chat 
with you between Dinner and Tea Time, 
when you will pleale to meet me here 
again. ; : 


N | CHAP. 


XP. 
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CH AP. X 111. 


Mrs. Fauloouer uncertain. Farther Con- 
ference with Miſs Gately. Her Libe- 
rality and Affection. Mrs. Faulco- 
ner's Gratitude, Lives elegantly. Me- 
lancholy at not hearing from her Huf 
band. Death of Mrs. Gately. land- 
ſome Bequeſt to Mrs. Faulconer. Letter 
rein Mr. Faulconer. Miſs Gately and 
Mrs. Faulcaner go to London. Miys 
Dies. Her Will not to be found. Miſs 
Kin ng claims all as neareſt Relation, 


RS: Funlenter; abou ikke Time. 
appointed, took Care to be firſt 
at the Rendezvous, that ſhe might not 
occaſion her young Lady's waiting for 
her. She well knew what ſhe had done, 
but was far from being capable of decid- 
ing what might prove the Conſequences 
of it: As for loſing her Place, it was 
the leaſt Miſchief ſhe expected to hap- 
pen from what had paſſed ; nor could 
the ſay, whether ſhe might gain a Cha- 
racter from Miſs to another; but as her 
Fate in that Family, ſhe thought, would 
not be long in determining (though ſhe 
Vol. I. 3 even 
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even dreaded the Sight of her young 
Lady) yet ſhe longed for nothing more 
than her Approach ; that what ſhe 


ſhould have to. truſt to, might meet 


with the ſpeedier Deciſion. 
She blamed herſelf over and over, 


for being ſo explicit in her Affairs to 


Miſs, from whoſe means, though ſhe 


had not the leaſt Expectation of ad- 
vancing them, yet ſhe might fear their 


Depreſſion, from her too great Latitude 
of Tongue to improper Objects, 
Whilſt Mrs. Faulconer was thus tor- 


menting herſelf, from Probabilities, in 


came Miſs, in a vaſt Flow of Spirits and 
Good Humour: So, Mrs. Faulconer, 
ſaid ſhe, pray ſit down, my Dear, and 
let us have no Manner of Ceremony; 
for that, of all things, is moſt painful 
to me. ; 

Mrs. Faulconer, to avoid Offence, fat 


down; when, Well! ſaid Miſs, let me 


ſee, whereabouts left we off ? — Oh! I 
was going to make you a Propoſal, I 


think, when | was diverted from it by 


the Dinner-Bell. — I was fo. — Well, 
then, my Dear, added ſhe, what I would 


have told you is this, — obſerve me. 


From 
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From the paſt State of your Affairs, 


I find you (though, in my Judgment, 


a Perſon whoſe Intimacy and Acquaint- 
ance I ſhould hold in great Eſtimation) 


reduced to the loweſt Ebb, as to Cir- 
cumſtances. Theſe, you are aiming at 


mending, by a Service, of which you are 


as unworthy as of ſtarving. Now I 
would, from the Ingenuity of your An- 


ſwer, if poſſible, penetrate to the inmoſt 
Receſſes of your Heart, what Opinion 
you have of me as a Friend, and con- 


ſtant Companion? Anſwer me this ſin- 


cerely, and I ſhall proceed ſomewhat fur- 


ther with you. 


Madam, ſaid Mrs. Faulconer, though 
my Tongue was from this Inſtant to be 
deprived of the Faculty of Speech, a 
ready Judgment may be formed by you 
of my real Inclination, from the Dread 
] have but too palpably diſcovered, of 
the Unacceptableneſs of my Service to 
you, and the Reluctance I have ſhewn 
at the Thoughts of quitting your Fa- 
mily; which, if I am compelled to do, 
I muſt ingenuouſly profeſs myſelf void 


even of the Hope of any future Situa- 


tion, ſo much to my own Approbation. 
I 2 You 
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You are ſenſible, Madam, added ſhe; 
that my Tranſactions in this Family, have 
been almoſt ſolely confined to yourſelf; 
which may ſerve to ſatisfy you, from 
what Motive my ſo intenſe Deſire of re- 
maining here ariſes ; but that I may ver- 
bally teſtify the true Dictates of my 
Heart to you, the generous” Treatment 


J have all along met with from you, hath 


ſo captivated my every Faculty to your 
Pleaſure, that, have I a ſole Deſire in 
Life (next to the Enjoyment of my dear 
H usband's Society) that bears away the 
Prize from all others, it is that of being 
ever preſent with you, in the Execution 
of your Commands. 

Is this literally true? ſaid Miſs; and 
if you and I at preſent flood upon equal 
Terms, as Acquaintance only, could you 
prefer my Socicty, or at leaft eſteem it 
equal, to the reſt of your Intimates ? 
I muſt, in ſuch Caſe, prefer it to all that 
I have ever as yet had the Happineſs to 
call my Friends, I do aſſure you, Madam, 
ſaid Mrs. autant: 

{ ſhall trace this Matter no further, Mrs. 
Faulconer, ſaid Miſs; Jam content; and 
to fatisfy you that 1 am no ways your 

Debtor, 
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Debtor, I do afſure you, my Dear, your 
conſtant Society with me as my Friend, 
my Companion. my Intimate, nay, my 
very Self too, will to me, compenſate for 
the Loſs of all other Acquaintance; and 
now know, that my ſeeming Rejection 
of you from my Service was, that I might 
receive you next my Heart for ever. 

{ purpoſe to make you a Preſent of 
Filty Pounds a Year certain, for little 
Female Requiſites, and muſt enjoin you 
to apprize me of its Deficiency, for the 
Furpoſes | deſign it to, ſo ſoon as that 
ſhail happen, annually : And (then put- 
ting her Hand into her Boſom, and pro- 
ducing a Fifty Found Note) this, ſaid 


ſhe, F preſent you with, by way of An- 
ticipation. 


There is one Thing more, added Miſs, 
that | muſt beg of you, my Dear, as a 


Favour; which is, that between us two, 


cither before Company, or in private, no 
Diſtinction, Submiſſion, or Deference, 
may be offered at, or made, on either 
Side; for that will prove deſtructive of 
the good Harmony l would wiſh to ſub- 
ſiſt between us; but as | hereby proclaim 
the Welcome of every Freedom your 
good Senſe will ever claim with me; ſo 


1 3 | I hope 
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I hope my Prudence will reſtrain me 
from all ſuch as ſhall, in any Degree, 
prove burdenſome to you; if not, be 
ſure inform me of them. Then riſing, 
and ſaluting her, My deareſt Friend, 
{aid ſhe, 1 hereby adopt you my Siſter, 
my ſecond Self, and let one Heart and 
Mind for ever reign in us. 
Mrs. Faulconer, by this Time, was al- 

moſt paſt all Senſe of the Bleſſings that 
were proſtrating themſelves at her Feet, 
being almoſt overwhelmed by their Pro- 
fuſion ; but the firſt Moment that ſhe 
could rife from her Seat, it was but that 
ſhe might fall again at the Knees of her 
gentle Benefactreſs, which ſhe embraced 
with ſuch” rapturous Expreſſions of her 
Gratitude, as being greedily imbibed b 
Miſs, cemented ſuch a Union and At- 
fection between them, as neither Time or 
Accident could deſtroy. 

Mrs. Gately, having ever eſteemed 


Mrs. Faulconer a moiſt agreeable Servant 


and Companion for her Daughter, was 
the more pleaſed at this nearer Intimacy 
between them; and now, another Ser- 
vant was ſought out for, to wait upon 
the two young Ladies, who from that 
Time forward, had equal Reſpect 3 
an 
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and Command over, the whole inferior 
Family; and Mrs. Faulconer found her 
Affairs ſo mended, that could ſhe but 
have had an Opportunity of ſending her 
Husband Notice of it, ſne would have 
been compleatly happy. What gave her 
the moſt Concern was, that as he had 
left her under the Uneaſineſs he had con- 
ceived, for her living in Servitude till his 
Return to her; and having, in his laſt, 

informed her of his failing, and that ſhe 


could not expect to hear again from him 
till he arrived at the Cape, ſhe could 
have no Opportunity of notifying her 
good Fortune 10 him, for many Months 


yet. 


No two young Creatures ever lived 


more happily, or more confided in each 


other, than theſe two 'young Ladies: 


They had Miſs's Coach at Command, 


and viſited together throughout the hole 
adjacent Country; nor could any thing 


have abated the Felicity Mrs. Faulconer 


might have enjoyed, could ſhe but have. 
heard from her Husband, or by* any 


means been aſcertained of his being freings: © 


but now two full Years having paſſed, 
without the leaſt Account of him, or 
Line from him, ſhe began to fall under 
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ſuch a Melancholy, as all the Delights 
ſhe enjoyed could not divert her from. 
Though nothing is more interwoven 
in our very Natures, yet nothing is more 
unreaſonable, than in every uncertain Oc- 
currence, to turn the dark Side of the 
Page towards us; and for want of Light 
to diſtinguiſh the Truth of its Contents, 
to form to ourſelves the moſt terrifying 
and ſhocking Apprchenſions of them. 
Mrs. Faulconer, under her preſent Cir- 
cumſtances, conſidered not the Diitance 
her Husband muſt be from her ; the 
Scarcity of Returns from thence; the 
various Accidents any Token from him 
mult be liable to, from the Danger of 
the Seas, Wind, Weather, or Neglect of 
the Perſon intruſted with it; nor would 
ſhe bring any other Preventions to ac- 
count in her Reckoning, ſave the Death 
of her dear Husband; and this had now 
wrought upon her almoſt to a Degree of 
Deſperation ; inſomuch, that, ſcarce ever 
loug preſerving a dry Eye, and her 
Friend, Miſs Gately, ſympathizing in her 
Wailings, a more deplorabie State was 
ſcarce to be met with, than theſe young 
Ladies were reduced to, : 
2 
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It was about the latter end of the third 
Year of Mrs. Faulconer's. Reſidence at 
Mrs. Gately*s, that the old Lady being 
taken very ill, after labouring under a 
Decay of Nature, and the Complication 
of ſeveral Niſtempers for a few Months, 
died; and in Token of the great Regard 
ſhe had for Mrs, Faulconer, as a moſt 
agreeable Companion for her Daughter, 
ſhe gave her by her Will, a Legacy of 
Five Hundred Pounds; and alſo charged 
her Eſtate in her Daughter's Hands, to 
whom ſhe deviſed all the Reſidue, with 
the yearly Payment of One Hundred 
Pounds to Mrs. Faulconer, fo long as. 
ſhe ſhould continue to remain with her 
Daughter. 

Miſs Gately, after ſhe had buried her 
Mamma, ftill lived in the fame Houſe, 
it being her own, and maintained the 
ſame Sort of Houlckeeping, and Family; 
but ſtill, Mrs. Faulconer's Depreſſion ſo 
affected her, that an Air of Melancholy 
overſpread all their Grandeur and Ai- 
Ovence, till about two Years after the 
old Lady's Death, a Letter arrived to 
Mrs. Faulconer from her Husband, which 
creating an entire new Face in the Fa- 

15 mily, 
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mily, the Ladies reverted to their ac- 


cuſtomed Gaiety. — Ir ran in the fol- 
lowing Words. 


Mr. Hervey Faulconer, to Mrs. Olympia 
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Tſaacſon. 


F ever theſe few Lines (after three 

of my Letters as yet unanſwered) 
ſhould reach the Hand of my dear 
Wife, let her believe, that the ſincereſt 
Addreſſes of the Soul of her loving 
Husband accompanies them. 
My Uncertainty of your Well-being, 
my Love, palls every Satisfaction that 
I might otherwiſe enjoy here, from the 
Company J am in, and the Agreeable- 
neſs of Things about me; for, with 
what Pleafure can I accept a Donation 
of the whole World's Empire, whilſt 
my own Heart is conſcious of thy Ser- 
vitude.? | 
© I find there is Money to be collected 
here, and every additional Penny to 
my Store, adds a Revival to my Hop?s 
of one Day laying it at the Feet of my 
beloved Ohmpia; but then, my Dear, 
that Day ſeems to be Ages diſtant 
from me, and ſinks me into the Abyſs 
of Deſpair again. 


I 


Lg Ld Lad * * Lg * * 
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© [ have, by Captain & t, ſent you 
ſome few of this Country Trifles, as 
alſo ſomewhat for your own Wear; 
and have entruſted him with Effects, 
which T hope will turn out ſome few 
Hundred Pounds for you, when ſold ; 
and if you, my lovely ©lympza,canaccord 
to my Deſire, it will be to throw your- 


ſelf out of Service; and, tho* meanly, 


ſubſiſt yourſelf comfortably, upon what 
the Captain will pay you, till, by the 
Return of Shipping, I ſhall make you 
a freſh Remittance ; which, if I live 
and proſper, I purpoſe to increaſe, an- 
nually, for your Support. 

I muſt intreat you to anſwer this by 


the next Ships to theſe Parts, together 


with my three former, or my Fears 
will prompt me to ſuſpect you dead, 
which muſt infallibly ſend me after 
you : For this World (no longer than 
can ſubſiſt upon the Hopes of a Re- 
union with my lovely Olympia) can 
prove a Habitation, for her 


« Myft Loving, and 
Affectionate Husband, 


H. FauL.CconNeR.? 


The 


| 
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The above Letter, having diſſipated 
every Cloud that hovered over the two 
Ladies Brows; after Miſs Gately had 


gratulated her Friend upon the News, 


they ſet out together for London, to find 
out the Captain; from whoſe Know- 
ledge of Mr. Faulconer, and the Account 
that he gave her of him, and the flouriſh- 
ing Condition he had left him in, both 
beloved and reſpected, not only by the 
Factory, but the whole Country, his 
Lady imbibed a ten- fold Satisfaction, to 
what even his own Letter had given her : 
For ſhe had infinite Queſtions to be asked 
relative to him, from the Anſwers to 
which, ſhe could almoſt imagine herſelf 
to be converſing with her Husband ; 
infomuch, . that whenever ſhe could gain 
a Winute with the Captain, it even 
icemed Death to part with him again. 
They waited in Town, till the Captain 
had turned the Effects he was charged 
with into Money ; for which, he paid 
Mrs Faulconer about Seven Hundred 
Pounds She alſo gained the beſt In- 
formation how to tranſmit him an An- 
ſwer to his Letter, and who to apply to 
for carr 75 ing it; fo that now, being pretty 


Perfect how ſhe migat behave on the 


like 
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like Occaſion, at any future Opportunity, 
the Ladies had fixed the Time of their 
Return for the Country, and only waited 
the Arrival of ſome Suits of Cloaths, 
and Things they had beſpoke, to take 
with them upon their Journey ; when 
Miſs Gately being taken ill, her Phyſician 
concluded it would be the Small Pox, 
which fo terrified her, from an Opinion 
ſhe had ever had, that if that Diſtemper 


once ſeized her, ſhe ſhould not ſurvive 


it, that her Dejection upon the Occaſion, 
poſlibly contributed more to her Miſcar- 
riage under it, than the bare Diſtemper 
itſelf did: For upon its firſt Appearance, 
the Doctor declared it of a moſt friendly 
Sort, and made little Doubt of her ſoon 
being abroad again; but Miſs, from her 
own Prejudice to the Diſorder, had far 
different Notions of it, which cauſed her 
ſoon after ſhe was * to ſend for a 
Lawyer to make her Will; and on the 
ninth Day, the Diſtemper taking an un- 
uſual Turn, ſhe grew light-headed, in 
which Delirium ſhe remained, till the 
third Day after, when ſhe died, to the 
inexpreſſible Grief of her Friend and 
Companion Mrs. Faulconer, who now 
began to iſſue forth abundant Praiſes to 

Providence, 
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Providence, for that it had made ſo 
reafonable a Proviſion for her, juſt at a 
Time when it was pleaſed to remove 
her munificent Benefactreſs from her; 
with the Loſs of whom, all further Ex- 


pectations from that Quarter, muſt en- 


tirely ceaſe alſo. | 
Notwithſtanding the Length of Time 
Mrs. Faulconer had lived with Miſs Gate- 
ly, ſhe could not recolle& any one Rela- 
tion ſhe had ever heard her mention, 
either by her Father*s or her Mother's 
Side, fave a young Woman who kept a 
Sort of Milliner's Shop, and wrought 
Plain-work, at Forcefter, and who, 
about once a Quarter, uſed to walk over 


to Mrs Gately's, to bring what new- 


ou Things ſhe had picked up 
ince her laſt Viſit, and generally fold 
two or three Pounds Worth of Goods 
to Miſs and her Mother; not fo much 
from the real Want they were in 
of them, as merely to encourage the 
ſober induſtrious Girl, as they called her, 
and to put a few Shillings into her 

Pocket. 
Mrs. Faulconer, remembering that 
they always called her Couſin, though 
the Difference in their Circumſtances war- 
ranted 
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ranted her to make uſe of no more fa- 
miliar Diale& to either of them, than 
of Madam; and never, as I ſaid before, 
having heard of any other of their Rela- 
tions, as it was neceſſary that ſome of 
Miſs's Kindred ſhould direct her Funeral, 
ſearch after her Will, and tranſa& the 
Concerns. ſhe had left behind her, ſhe 
wrote to this Milliner, whoſe Name was 
King, to inform her of her Kinſwoman's 
Death, and to deſire her, if not Miſs's 
neareſt of kin herſelf, that ſhe would 
ſend up whoever was fo, to take care of 
her and her Effects. 

Mrs. Faulconer, fearing it might be 
ſome Days before ſhe ſhould hear from 
Miſs Ning, and perhaps more, before 
ſhe could ſee her; that nothing of In- 
decency might be imputed to either of 
them, gave Orders for all things pre- 
paratory to the young Lady's Funeral, 
though ſhe reſolved not to proceed to 
her Interment, till ſome Advice ſhould 
arrive from the Country, which ſhe im- 
patiently waited for. 

In as ſhort Time as ſuch an Affair 
could well be diſpatched, Miſs King 
appeared, and declared herſelf nor 
only the neareſt, but the only — 
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of the Deceaſed ; that her Father and. 


Mother had been ſome Years dead ; that 
ſhe had no Brother, nor any Siſter ; nei- 
ther remembered ſhe to have heard, from 
any Tradition in the Family, of any other 
Relation they had, ſave herſelf; ſo that 
Mrs. Faulconer gave her Joy of the noble 
Eſtate that was fallen to her; and ſhe 
gave Orders for the Conveyance of the 
Corpſe to the Family Vault in Worceſter- 
Hire, purpoſing to ſend down two of 
her late Couſin's Servants, to attend the 
Remains of their late Loop to the 
Ground. 

Mrs. Gately's own Maid * Miſs 
Ring that her Lady had made a Will, 
as allo Mrs. Faulconer did; but upon he 
moſt exact Scrutiny they could both 
make into the Deccaſed's Effects, not an 
Eſcript that way tending, was to be 
found: ſo that judging it muſt have 
becn deſtroyed, Mils King, as Heir at 
Law, and next of Kin to the Deceaſed, 
looked upon herfelt as the ſole Miſtreſs 
of all. 

Miſs King was a very aimable young 
Lady, and as well ormed for making a 
compleat Gentlewoman as moſt were; 
but tor want of a polite Lducation, ſhone 

inferior 
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inferior to many, of far leſs promiſing 
Aſpect ; but what above all things ren- 
dered her agreeable was, an innate Dif- 
fidence, and a modeſt Inclination, for 
rendering herſelf acceptable to others ; 


which teſtified itſelf through the whole 


Courſe of her Actions: ſo that ſhe had, 
in the ſhort Conſociation they had in 
London, before the Funeral, engaged the 
Affections of Mrs Faulconer prodigiouſly. 
It was one of the moſt elegant Fune- 
rals Miſs King had ordered for her Kinſ- 
woman, that could well be prepared ; 
the Pomp of which, diſplaying itſelf. in 
the Street, for. a, conſiderable Time be- 
fore it was moving, had drawn about 
the Door of their Lodging a vaſt Con- 
courle of People, and amongſt the reſt, 
the Gentleman who had made Miss 
Gately's Will. This Gentleman, ob- 
ſerving the Funeral Ceremonies to be 
prepared for ſome one, in the very Houſe 
he had ſo lately attended a Lady that 
was ill, he ſoon informed himſelf of the 
Death 1 his Client, from one of the 
Undertaker's Servants; whereupon, re- 
collecting that he might be of Uſe to 
ſomebody there, he was going to enquire 
for one of the Deceaſed's Family; 96 
ene 
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the Corpſe juſt then approaching, and 
diverting him from it, at that improper 
Time, he determined to do it the next 
Day, as then the Confuſion would be 
fomewhat appeaſe, © © 


C H, A. P. XIV. 


Mr. Dennis brings Miſs Gately's Will. 
Leaves Miſs King a Legacy. All the 
reſt to Mrs. Faulconer. Dennis plays 
the Lawyer, Reproved by Mrs. Faul- 
coner. Miſs King rejefts Dennis. Her 
Compliment to Mrs. Faulconer, Letter 
4 Ber good Fortune to Mr. Faulconer. 

noites him to partake it. 


ISS: King's Family, as it was now 
M called, being ſome what compoſed 
after the Fatigue of the Funeral; the 
very next Day, in the Afternoon, 'Mr. 
Dennis (the Gentleman who had made 
Miſs Gately's Will being fo called) ſent 
in his. Name to the Ladies as they were 
drinking Tea, together with his Requeſt 
of the Favour of Admittance to them. 

They admired what he ſhould want 
with them; for Mrs. Faulconer aſſured 
Mils, that he could have no Demand 

upon 


4 
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upon her for his Trouble about the Will, 
for that ſhe herſelf, by Miſs - Gately's- 
Order, had paid him two-Guineas for it; 
ſo that what his - preſent Buſineſs ſhould 
be, ſhe could not imagine; but thought 
it proper to enquire if he knew what wWwas 
become of it. | 

Madam, ſaid Miſs King, I can ſee. 
no ſuch great Reaſon for the Surprize 
you ſeem to be under, I muſt confeſs. — 
This Gentleman, it is ſaid, made my 
Couſin's Will; by which he muſt have 
been able to judge of her Worth, in a 
good meaſure; now, poſſibly, ſne might 
leave her Affairs ſo, as that he may ima- 
gine you, who was ſo near to her Perſon, 
to have a large Share of them; for I 


preſume, he knows not your Name; 


and my Life for yours, he is now come 


to put in his Claim to you, leſt (as De- 


lay you know is dangerous) he ſhould 
chance to be too late. 

Well! well! ſaid Mrs. Faulconer, 
whatever his Buſineſs is, we muſt admit 
him; that is but a neceſſary Piece of Re- 
ſpect, till we hear what he has to offer. 

Mr. Dennis being introduced, after 
the uſual conſolatory Compliments, upon 
the Death of the young Lady he 1 50 

. a tne 


—— CEE TS — 2 
— — EZ A. a - 
— ——— 


188 The MorhER-Ix-LAW; or, 


the Honour of being called too; Ladies, 
ſaid he, I preſume you are both Rela- 
tions of the Deceaſed, and therefore 1 


make bold to wait upon you, to know 
whether either of you Ladies is named 
Olympia Fauleoner? or whether you can 
any ways direct me how to find that 
Lady? ſince to her it is that I am to de- 
liver che deceaſed Lady's Will, by her 


own Direction to me, and to none other 


Perſon, ſhe being made Exccutrix 
thereof. ol 

The two Ladies ſtared at each other, 
and then at the Gentleman, not knowing 
what to make of this; but as her Name 
was enquired after, Mrs. Faulconer re- 
plied, that ſhe was the Perſon he had 
named. TI give you abundant Joy upon 
the Occaſion, Madam, ſaid' Mr. Dennis; 
for, from the young Lady's own Mouth 
J have it, that the Eſtate this Paper pre- 
ſents you with (taking the Will from his 
Pocket, and holding it forth in his Hand) 
is of the full annual Value of Seven Thau | 
ſand Pounds. 

It would have been difficult for a By- 
ſtander, by Sight only, to have deter- 
mined to which of the two Ladies this 


princely Donation had been made; for 
though 
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though Diſappointment ſhadowed over 
Miſs King s Face, with a Miſt of Vexa- 
tion, Mrs. Faulconer's true Countenance 
was no leſs obfuſcated by the Vapours 
of a thoughtful Concern, However, as 
ſhe, from what had hitherto appeared, 
emed to be moſt intereſted-in the At- 
fair, ſhe deſired ' Mr. Dennis would be 
1o good as to read the Will over to 
them. 
t thereby appeared, that Miſs had 
left to a poor Woman in the Country, 
whom ſhe had uſually called Nurſe, the 
Sum of Five Hundred Pounds; to all 
her Servants thorough Mourning, and 
at the Rate of Ten Pounds by the Year 
to each of them, according to the Num- 
ber of Years they had ſeverally lived in 
her own, and her Mother's Service. 

Her next Bequeſt was to her Kinſ- 
woman, Mrs. Lydia King, the Lady 
then preſent, to whom ſhe gave One 
Thouſand Pounds, and four ſmall Houſes 
in the City of Worceſter, which her Fa- 
ther had heretofore purchaſed of Miſs 
King's Father, and theſe were to her and 
her Heirs. 

As to all the Reſidue of her Real and- 
Perſonal Eitate, in Conlidcration of the 

Same- 
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Sameneſs of Soul ſubfiſting between her- 
"ſelf, and her moſt valuable Friend, Mrs, 
Olympia Faulconer, ſhe gave and deviſed 


the ſame, and every Particle thereof, to 


the ſaid Olympia Faulconer, and her Aſ- 
ſigns, for ever, whom ſhe conſtituted 


ſole Executrix of her Will. 


The Will being finiſned, both the 


Ladies (equally affected as it ſeemed) 


fell to crying for a conſiderable Space, 


hilft Mr. Dennis was obliged to partake 
-of the melancholy Scene, before he could 


draw forth a Word from either of them, 


rxclative to the Cauſe of their Sorrow; 
though he employed every winning Art 


in his Power for withdrawing them from 
a too ſerious Adheſion to their Grief, 


At length - Miſs King, with a Sigh, re- 


plied, You, Sir, or any one elſe in my 
Caſe, would think it more than a little 
hard upon you, to have but one Rela- 


tion in the World, and her a rich one 
too, and at her Deceaſe to ſee all the 


Griſt paſs by one's own Mill, to that of 
a meer Stranger. 

It muſt needs be a Heart- breaking 
Affliction to me, Sir, added ſhe, to ſee 
all that my Family have for this Age 
paſt been amaſſing, at one Daſh of a 
thought- 
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thoughtleſs Girb's Pen, caſt into another 
Channel, inſtantly; when J alone am th 
ſole legal Heir to it all. 
The Tears recovering their Force 
again, Miſs King was obliged to be 
ſilent; whilſt Mrs. Faulconer, to his 


queſtioning the Cauſe of her weeping, 


who had fallen upon ſo fine an Eſtate, 
replied, that true it was, ſhe had Reaſons 
for rejoicing at the Benefit, Beyond what 
either himſelf or Miſs; King could con- 
ceive; in that ſhe had thereby attained 


to the very Thing, wherein ſhe had 


placed the Summit of all earthly Felicity; 
but yet, ſhe ſaid, ſne could not, though 


to her own Gain, behold the Loſs of 
another, with dry Eyes; and eſpecially, 


where it was not in her Power to miniſter 


Relief. 


Not in your Power, Madam? ſaid 
Mr. Dennis; ves, ſurely it is. If ever 
it was in the deceaſed Lady's Power to 
have done more for Miſs King than ſhe 
has done, you, now ſtanding in her 
Shoes, may ſupply that Defect to her, 


which you yourſelf would ſeem to con- 


demn your Friend for. 
Alas! Sir, faid Mrs. Faulconer, could 
but be ſo happy as to be W of 
| that, 
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that, my Tears would but flow for the 
Exceſs of Joy I ſhould abound with, as 
the Inſtrument of that Lady's Happi- 
neſs, whom, next to her departed Kinſ- 
woman, I muſt eſteem for her good and 
valuable Qualities, inferior to no one 
Lady whom I ever converſed with. 
I am aſtoniſhed at your offering to 
talk thus, ſaid Mr. Dennis. Hath not 
every one Power to diſpoſe of his own 
Property? Is any Thing freer than Gift? 
Or can it be more ſolemnly transferred 
than by Will? Have you not now the 
Property in thoſe Effects and Eſtate, 
that have thus ſolemnly been conſigned 
to you? And may you not, therefore, 
diſpoſe of a Part, or the Whole of 
them, with as much Right to her, as 
ever the deceaſed Lady (whilſt they were 
hers) could to you? 
- Bleſs me! Sir, ſaid Mrs. Faulconer, 
why all this Waſte of Words to prove 
what would, its true, be inconteſtable, 
if Matters on my Side were otherwiſe 
circumſtanced than they are ; but in the 
Suuation I find myſelf, I am ſo far from 
being able to alienate, that, in Truth, I 
can have no other Property than Poſſeſ- 
fon of them. The Ute, the Benefit, 
indeed, 
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indeed, I may have; but the Right is in 


my Husband, whom I durſt not injure, 
but by his own Conſent ; and therefore, 
no Power reſts in me for the Diſplay of 
my own Inclination, which, at leaſt, 
prompts me to a Diviſion of the Eſtate 
with this Lady, being aſhamed to plume 
myſelf on the Spoils ſo naturally due to 
her, as the ſole ſubſiſting Heir of the 
Family they deſcend from. 

Miſs King ſeeming under an Exceſs of 
Diſpiritedneſs, on account of the Loſs 
ſhe muſt ſuſtain, Mr. Dennis asked Mrs. 
Faulconer where her Husband was, that 
he might be treated with to compaſ- 
ſionate the Lady's Circumſtances, which 
to him appeared very hard, and worthy 
of his Conſideration. 

Mrs. Faulconer replied, that her Spouſe 
was in India, and that Returns were very 
tedious from thence. Then, Madam, 
ſaid Mr. Dennis, I preſume there may 
be no Occaſion for the Obſervance of 
ſuch Niceties as if he was upon the Spot 
with you; for whatever you ſhall pleaſe 
to deliver him the Poſſeſſion of, as left 
you by a Friend in his Abſence, will be 


cqually ſatisfactory to him, (who Wil! 


know no more of the Matter than you 
. K Wall 
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ſhall ſee fit to acquaint him with) though 
it ſhould be but a Moiety of the Eſtate 


deviſed to you, as if it was the Whole 


of it, 

1 muſt acknowledge, Sir, ſaid Mrs. 
Faulconer, that the Method you have 
pointed out to me, might anſwer the 
Purpoſe of Miſs King well enough, and 
quict her Confcience in the Poſſeſſion; 
but what Equivalent can you propoſe to 
me for the perpetual Twinges of my 
own, who ſhall have conſented to a 
Fraud that muſt render me, in my own 
Mind, for ever unworthy of my Huf- 
band's Love, and of the Regard of 
Heaven too? Your Invention I may al- 
low to be ready and ſubtile, without at- 
tributing a Grain of Wiſdom to it: Now 
Actions not guided by Wiſdom, are 
fooliſh Acts, and the Perpetrators of 
them, Fools. What Name then, may 
we impoſe upon the Devifors of them ? 
J will not ſay that you are a Man of no 
Judgment for this Advice, becauſe the 
World may condemn my Poſition ; but 
that if your Sentiments infer any Judg- 
ment, it 18 carnal, knaviſh, and deviliſh, 
1 dare pronounce, in the Face of the 
whole World, and of which, I — 

WI 
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will be the laſt Perſon in it to make the 
Experiment. | : 

What [I can juſtly do for the Aſſiſtance 
of this Lady, it ſhall be my Buſineſs to 
propoſe to her, that if ſhe believes my 
Houſe, my Servants, my Table, and 
my Company, can be agreeable to her, 
the ſame Benefit that I myſelf, in my 
Diſtreſſes, received from her deceaſed 
Kinſwoman, ſhall ſhe receive from me; 
for ſo long as it ſhall be acceptable to 
her, without the leaſt Expence to her, 
which is all that I can eſteem myſelf at 
Liberty to do for her, without the Con- 
currence of my Husband ; and this I 
will promiſe her, added ſhe, that upon 
his Return, my Approbation ſhall ac- 
company whatſoever further Acts his In- 
clination ſhall excite him to perform in 
her Favour; but know, Sir, that you 
have not that ſimple Woman in me to 
deal with, that can be biaſſed not to ſub- 
mit, even the moſt intimate Gratifica- 
tion of my own, to the Direction and 


Guidance of my Husband ; much leſs 


ſhall it ever. be ſaid of me, that I con- 
tributed to, or even connived at, the 


Faſt Impoſition upon him. 
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Mrs. Faulconer was fo irritated in her 


Mind againſt Mr. Dennis, for the Baſe- 
neſs of his Sentiments, that, waiting a 
while for his Removal, without obſerving 
him ready to take Leave : Sir, ſaid ſhe, 
the ready Adjuſtment of your Senti- 
ments to Advantage, gives me Room 
ro ſuſpect your Viſit to us at this Time 
was not. without the ſame View; for 


which Reaſon, as I have waſted ſome of 


your. Time here, that it may not be 
wholly uncompenſated for, be pleaſed to 
accept of this Acknowledgment, and 
aſſure yourſelf, that if ever my Spirit 
and Virtue ſhould be reduced to the 
Entertainment of a dirty Job, you may 
probably receive a Viſit from me; then 
preſenting him with a Couple of Guineas, 
he took Leave, under no ſlight Appear- 
ance of Concern at what had happened. 


No ſooner was his Back turned, than 


Madam, ſaid Miſs King, I am greatly 
indebted to you for the Tranſactions of 
this Day. As how ? Madam, ſaid Mrs. 
Faulconer ; if I have made you the only 
Offer I with Juſtice could, I ſhall be 
rather obliged to you for its Acceptance, 
and your Society ; nay, it will be but 
an equitable Return that I already owe 


ty 
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to the Family, which I would repay to 
you as the Survivor of it. | 

Pardon me, Madam, ſaid Miſs Ring, 
I intend not by what I mentioned, the 
generous Offer you made me; but, 
Madam, added ſhe, T muft admit my- 
ſelf your Debtor, for the ſatisfactory 
Information you have furniſhed my Mind 
with. It is amazing, that though Truth 
is the moſt conſpicuous Thing in all Na- 
ture, nor leſs eligible than a dvantageous ; 
yet few there are that beho\d it, till it is 
delineated to them by another Hand. 
This ſhews how far every one is naturally 
prejudiced in his own Affairs, even in 
Contradiction to his rational Faculties, 
lo far as to ſuppreſs the Exertion of 
them, where the Event may turn out 
disfavourable were they exerciſed as they 
ought to be. 

I muſt own, Madam, added ſhe, I 
received more Benefit during the ſhorc 
Moment of your Argument with Mr. 
Dennis, than ever 1 did in my Life from 
the longeſt and moſt elaborate Sermon. 
There 1s ſomewhat in the perſonal Re- 
preſentation of Facts fo ſtriking, that 
the Energy of the ſame, upon Relation, 
is flat and inſipid for want of it, For 
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here the Eye, as well as the Ear, tranſ- 
mits the Idea to the Heart of the Au- 
ditor. Your Sentiments in that Affair, 
added ſhe, were ſo apparently juſt and 


right, that though, in Oppoſition to my. 


own Intereſt, no leſs than to your unre- 
ſtrained Inclmation, I could not but con- 
demn my Advocate proportionably to 
the Revcrence your Dictates demanded 
from me. 

_ Miſs King being now well aſſured, 
that the laſt Hope ſhe had of Advance- 
ment in her Fortune, was arrived to the 
Amount of the above Thouſand Pounds, 
and about thirty-ſix Pounds a Year 1n 
old Houles, with great Chearfulneſs ac- 
cepted Mrs. Faulconer's Invitation; ſo 
that little concerning herſelf about her 
Shop, which ſhe had left with, perhaps, 
Forty Pounds Stock in it, to the Care of 
a Neighbour's Daughter; after Mrs. 
Faulconer and ſhe had ſtayed about a 
Fortnight in Town, to provide them- 
ſelves with ſuitable Mourning, they both 
returned to the late Mrs. Gately's Seat, 
now Mrs. Faulconer*s ; but before they 
quitted London, Mrs. Faulcener ſent the 
following Letter to her Husband in An- 
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Mrs. Olympia Faulconer, to Mr. Hervey 


Faulconer. 


OUR Favour, my Dear, by Cap- 
tain Stuart, I was bleſſed with 

at a Time when I was reduced to the 
very Depth of Deſpair ; for neither of 
your former having reached me, what 
leſs could I conceive, after five Years 
Abſence from me, than that my ever 
dear Mr. Faulconer was no more? 
Moſt infelicitous Words! but ever 
predominant in the Thoughts of your 
loving Wife. 
I hope this Teſtimony of the Sin- 
cerity of my Affection, will not ſhare 
the Fate of your former Letters to 
me; for whilſt we can communicate 
our Thoughts to each other now- and- 
then, methinks Life is worthy our Re- 
tention; but in the Dearth of our Ad- 
vices, Death ſeems preferable to the 
Anxieties I endure. 
It ſeems ſurpriſing to me, my Love, 
why Men ſhould take ſuch Pains, run 
ſuch Hazards, traverſe ſuch Oceans, 
and fix themſelves at ſuch Diſtances 
from their native Countries, in queit 
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of Gold and Treaſure, when I am able 
to prove, to a Demonſtration, that 
Fortunes are to be made at home, not 
only with leis Difficulty to the Acquirer, 
but in far leſs Time, and with but a 
Trifle of Application. 

I fear, leſt ſhould I proceed much 
further without Explanation, my Love 


ſhould ſuſpect me of Frenzy; ſo that 


craving your Patience for a few Mi- 
nutes, 1 ſhall relate an Event, which I 
enjoy the more, not only for that [ 
hope ſoon for my Husband to partake 
in it ; but for that it will abate the 
Anxiety he has long laboured with re- 
lative to my Condition. "Ef 

« Bleſs me! my Dear, what an Alte- 
ration has a few Years made in me? 
what Scenes of Life have I ſeen? what 
Turns of Fortune have I partaken of ? 
In my earlier Life, I was trained up to 
vaſt Expectations ; at the Approach of 
Womanhood, I was abandoned by al! 
the World but thee, my Dear, and 
compelled to reſort to a Service; and 
now, am I indicting this as Lady of 
that Family, wherein I received my firſt 
Initiation to Subjection; a Change as 


ſurpriſing, as ſudden, and the more 
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ſo, as I am now maintaining the ſole 
Heir of that Houſe, on which I fo 
lately depended for my Bread. 

* The Caſe, my dear Life, is this: 
I had ſcarce ſerved my young Lady 
a Quarter of a Year, before ſhe re- 
ceived me ſo far into Favour, as to 
make me her Companion, with. a hand- 
ſome annual Allowance for my Pocket, 
and a Maid to wait upon me, Her 
Mother, old Mrs. Gazely, then dying, 
left me both a handſome Legacy, and 
an Annuity of One Hundred Pounds 
a Year, during my Continuance with 
her Daughter. Juſt after the Receipt of 
your Letter, Miſs Gately and I came to 
Town, to tranſact the Affair you had 
wrote to me abour, where the dear 
young Lady falling ill of the Small-Pox, 
died, and by her Will has made me 
the ſole Inheritrix of both her Mother's 
and herown Eſtates, fave a few trifling 
Legacies ; and her Heir at Law is now 
with me, my Companion, and De- 
pendant, in the very Houſe I ſerved 
her Kinſwoman in. 

This, my Life, being the State 
of my Caſe, tell me if 1 have falſiſied 
in my Allegation, that Fortunes are 
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no where fooner to be raiſed than in 
England? Why ſhould my dear Huſ- 
band then drill on his precious Mo- 
ments on a foreign Shore, in the midſt 
of a Land of Strangers, when his long- 
ing Wife waits only to veſt him in the 
Enjoyment of above Seven Thouſand 
Pounds a Year, landed Eſtate, beſides 
more ready Money than ever we may 
employ whilſt we hve? 

« I muſt now return my dear Mr. 
Faulconer my Thanks for his Kind- 
neſs to me. The China Toys are ex- 
quiſitely beautiful; the Chintz above 
meaſure admired by every Eye that has 
ſeen it; and the Captain has paid me 
Seven Hundred Thirty- four Pounds 
and Etght-pence for the Goods not 
ſpecifically to be delivered to me; but 
my Dear obſerves, by the above Con- 
tents, that the ſole remaining acceptable 
Preſent that this World can afford me, 
will be his own Perſon, to the Arms 
of his 12 

Moſt truly loving, 


And longing Wife, 


© OLyMPla FAULCONER,? 


CHAP, 


le 


deep Mourning; ſo that mere Curioſity 


paſſed, to take her Kinſwoman aſide, 
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Mrs. Faulconer vifits Mrs. Roberts. 
Diſſertation upon Accidents and Pro- 
vidence. Account of Mrs, Iſaacſon. 1 
Her deplorable Condition. 4 


| 
T the Ladies Return into the i 
Country, they were viſited by the | 
whole Circle of Mrs. Gately's Acquaint- 
ance ; after the Run of which was over, 
having returned the Compliment, they 
ſet out for a few Days to Mrs. Roberts's 
Seat, who not having yet heard of Miſs 
Gately's Death, was ſurprized at the Sight 
of her Couſin with a Stranger, both in 


prompted Mrs. Roberts, before even the 
due Ceremonials of their Reception had 


and to demand, for what Friend it could 
be, that ſhe appeared ſo deep in Mourn- 
ing? 
Mrs Faulconer replied, that it was for 
her trueſt and beſt of Friends, Miſs 
Cately; and what added to her Concern 
for her was, that her Death was owing 
to herſelf ; and then ſhe related to 1 
i ; tne 
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the Occaſion of their Journey to London, 
and how ſhe caught her Death there. 

I am heartily forry for you, Coulin, 
ſaid Mrs. Roberts; for though the Re- 
ſpect ſhe had for you muſt have induced 
her to leave you a Legacy, yet nothing 
of that Sort can compenſate for the Loſs 
of ſo true a Friend, who, as ſhe had it 
in her Power, was ever ready and willing 
to be contributing ſomething to your 
better Accommodation : But come, 1 
hope ſhe has at leaſt left you where- 
withal to prevent your Return to Service 
2gain ; for the Hardſhip of that would 
ſit the more heavily upon you, tor the 
interpoſing Enjoyment of your Freedom 
{o long. 

Alas! Couſin, ſaid Mrs. Faulconer, 
that dear Lady's Aﬀection for me ceaſed 
not with her lateſt Breath; but has ſur- 
vived her, even beyond Imagination ; 
for would you beheve, that the young 
Lady who arrived with me, is the ſole 
Heircſs of Mrs. Gately's whole Family? 
— And ſo, faid Mrs. Roberts, Mils 
Gately reeommended you to her, and ſhe 
has continued you in the ſame Situation 
as you before was with Miſs herſelf. — 


I underſtand you, added ſhe, and heartily 
wiſh 
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wiſh you may find as ſincere a Friend 
in her. | 

Dear Couſin! ſaid Mrs. Faulconer, your 
Fancy out-runs the Fact; for this young 
Lady is now under the ſame Obligation 
to me, that J, heretofore, was to Miſs 
Gately ; that dear Creature having, by 
her Will, made me Miſtreſs of all that 
ſhe poſſeſſed, fave to the Value of about 
Two Thouſand Pounds, that ſhe has 
given away in Legacies. 

Mrs. Roberts; embracing her, wiſhed 
her abundance of Joy, upon the Arrival 
of ſuch ſingular good Fortune to her, 
Why, my Dear, ſaid ſhe, notwithſtand- 
ing your poor Father's Foibles, it is 
plain thou wert born to be lucky. Surely, 
it was the mereſt Accident in Life, that 
threw you into Mrs. Gately's Family: 
You might have lived in a Million of 
Places, before one had turned out fo 
happily. 

I know not what others may think of 
it, ſaid Mrs. Faulconer, but I can con- 
ceive no Accident at all in the Affair; 
for, upon laying all Circumſtances to- 
gether ſince the Event has come to pals, 
I am fully perſuaded, that what the World 
calls Accident and Chance, both of Good 


and 
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and Evil, affecting Mankind in this 
World, lies wholly in their own Power 


Fy! fy ! my Dear, faid Mrs. Roberts, 
you act imprudently. If upon the Re- 
ceipt of ſuch immenſe good Fortune, 
you preſume to aſcribe it to your own. 
Merits, folely ; for tho*, indeed, every 
one ſucceeds not fo well in Life, yet the 
Good and Bad, for the moſt Part, ſhare 
this World's Benefits equally, as well as 
its Diſcommodities The Thing was 
therefore mere Chance, added ſhe, that 
has thus enriched you. Miſs Gately 
took a Fancy to you; and what more 
natural than to do the beſt ſhe could for 
you. We ſee it every Day done, con- 
tinued ſhe, that great Eſtates are given 
from the next Heirs, upon many private 
Conſiderations, and not becauſe the Re- 
ceiver out- weighs all others in Matter of 
abſolute Merit. 

Couſin, ſaid Mrs. Faulconer, I need 
not tell you that I have been a great 
Reader; nor has my Study been em- 
ploy ed for an inconſiderable Time, in 
Affairs of Religion, wherein the Holy 
Scriptures have occupied me more, per- 
haps, than you may imagine. My firſt 

Fndeavour 


Endeavour hath been to diſcover the 
Authenticity of them; from thence I 
proceeded to their Matter; and next, 
to their Utility. Having fully ſatisfied 
myſelf in theſe, added ſhe, I am now 
determined, as to the Neceſſity incum- 
bent upon us, to apply them to our ſe- 
veral Occaſions : For if theſe are Direc- 
tions for our Conduct, this alſo muſt be 
to ſome ſpecial Purpoſe. Now theſe ſame 
- Scriptures aſſure us of the Acceptableneſs 
of a certain Way of purſuing their Di- 
rections, to our Maker, inſomuch that 


it has appropriated Rewards to it; and 


of the Diſagreeableneſs of neglecting their 
Directions, for that Puniſhments are 
annexed to that too. 6 

If, therefore, the Scriptures are to be 
the Rule of our Actions, they are to be 


the Rule of all our Actions, without 


Reſerve ; nor are we to preſume, but 
the Promiſes annexed to the Perform- 
ance, are as certainly to be performed, 
as the Puniſhments threatened are to be 
executed. If David ſhall tell me, that 
no good Thing ſhall be wanting to them 
that fear God ; if he ſhall tell me, that 
the Lord loveth the Righteous; and of 
him that fears God, that his Soul ſhall 


dwell 
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dwell at Eaſe, and his Seed ſhall inherit 
the Earth; and if others of the old Pro- 
phets, and later Evangeliſts, ſnall abound 
with Remunerations from Heaven, both 
here and hereafter, for our pious and 
obedient Conduct here, ſhall we rather 
look upon theſe Things as idle Tales, 
and Words of Courſe, than Things actu- 
ally due, and to be received by us? 
No, let the Perſon living in Contradic- 
tion to the holy David, produce to me 
the righteous Man that ever was for- 
ſaken, or whoſe Seed (whilſt under his 
Charge and Direction, for this muſt be 
ſuppoſed) begged their Bread. 
My Dear, faid Mrs. Roberts, your 
Zeal ſeems to hurry you too far upon 
this Subject. I remember Solomon, I 
think it was, who tells us from ver 
good Authority, that all Things happen 
alike to all; that the holy Perſon, and 
the Sinner, fare equally: And a far 
greater than he, tells us, that the Rain 1s 
{ent both upon the Juſt and Unjuſt; how 
then is the Life of the Righteous diſ- 
tinguiſned from that of the iniquitous 
Perſon ? <p . 
I muſt allow you, Madam, ſaid Mrs. 
Faulconer, that the common Benefits of 
| Heaven 


The INNOCENT SUFFERER. 209 


Heaven deſcend, without Diſtinction, 
upon all ; and Reaſon good they ſhould 
do ſo, ſince the Ceſſation of Miracles 
amongſt us; though we may remember 
when it was otherwiſe, at the Pleaſure of 
the Creator, when Darkneſs ſeized upon 
one Part of the ſame Country, whilſt the 
Remainder enjoyed its uſual Sunſhine : 
Now, what makes Mankind groſly to 
miſtake in this Matter is, their judging 
one of another, by their outward Ap- 
pearances 3 whereas, the Soul alone, 
being the. true Man, many a foul one 
lurks under a ſeemingly ſanctified Out- 
ſide; as many a pure one does, un- 
der a more ſeemingly careleſs Covering: 
ſo that unleſs we could as minutely diſ- 
cern the inward Motions of the Soul, as 


we can the external Actions of the Body, 


we can never ſtrike a juſt Balance be- 
tween it and Heaven. Every one, there- 
fore, can alone judge of himſelf; nor 
that, without the preciſeſt Punctuality, 
by reaſon of that Self- prejudice each one 
views his own Deeds with; but yet, 
from the Scriptures, I am able to collect 
thus much, that he that truſts in, relies 
upon, and, inſcrupulouſly loves, fears, 


and obeys the Lord, preferably to any 


Invitation 
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Invitation of the World whatſoever, ſhal 
never want thoſe promiſed good Things 
I have mentioned ; nor can any know 
the Performance of this, but thoſe who 
feel it; or any feel, but thoſe who enjoy 
it, too palpably to be deceived. 

Can you imagine, Madam, added 
Mrs. Faulconer, that my Ejection from 
my Father's Family; my Loſs of ali 
by his Death; the improbable Chance [ 
once ſtood of my ever going to Service ; 
the more than improbable Favour I found 
at my firſt Effort that Way; with the 
almoſt Impoſſibility that ever I ſhould 
have been fo benefited by it, as in five 
Years Time to have become Miſtreſs of 
the many Thouſands I am now worth ; 
can. you, I ſay, conceive, that this Event 
hath proceeded Step by Step to a Con- 
cluſion, over ſo many apparent Obſta- 
cles, without the Guidance of ſome ſu- 
perintending Power in my Favour ? 
Now, this I am the readier to think was 
in my Favour, and intended as a Bleſſing 
to me, becauſe, that ever ſince I have 
eſtabliſhed my Notions of Religion, (hav- 
ing diſcovered abundant Reaſon for ſo 
doing) I have ſo abſolutely devoted my 
whole Will and Affections to my Crea- 

| tor's 


o --O. 9. 


mo 
ww 8 ooo 


d 


The INNOCENT SUFFERER, 211 


.tor's Service, that I have made no Dif- 


pute of engaging in whatever he ſeemed 
to have called me to, or of acting what- 

ever Part he had defigned me; and that, 
not in a perfunctory Manner, but with 
my whole Soul, and the united Vigour 
of every Faculty; ſtill placing my whole 
Confidence in him, for ſuch Aſſiſtance in 
all my Undertakings as might but the 
more forward me in his Service: Nay, I 
am not without my Hopes, that I ſhall 
behave under this ample Eſtate that has 
fallen to me, not only in a prudent, but 
in a pious Manner, in every Degree wor- 
thy of a Chriſtian Woman; and my 
Reaſon is this, becauſe I have long, not 
only made Content a Part of my daily 
Prayers, but have deſired that the Al- 
mighty would never intruſt me with 
more worldly Proſperity, than himſelf 
would enable me to enjoy to his Ho- 


nour, and my own Salvation. 


Indeed, Couſin, ſaid Mrs. Roberts, 
you ſeem to talk ſomewhat enthuſiaſti- 
cally, and I am afraid you have fallen 
into ſome deluſive Teacher's Hands, who 
has ſtored your Head with theſe No- 
tions. Why, Child! you imagine it is 
but ask, and have of the Almighty ; - 
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if our Prayers were of any Worth to 
him 

Why then are we ordered to ask, if 


not to receive? ſaid Mrs, Faulconer; 


nay, we are bidden to ask, that we may 
receive: Yes, farther, we are aſſured, 


that upon asking, we ſhall receive. Not 


that J am ſo ſtupid as to imagine, that 
every Petitioner receives the good Things, 
even of this Life, much leſs of a future 
State; for that Word ask, though it is 
ſo plain a one, expreſſes not its whole 
Signification, without ſome 2 
for ſhould a ſturdy Beggar ask an Alms 
of me, as if he would threaten my 
Head for a Refuſal; or in ſo remiſs a 
Manner, as if he cared not whether I 
granted it him or no; or only becauſe it 
was his Cuſtom to ask all Paſſengers; 
but neither believed me able, or willing 
to give him; think you he would be 
likely to ſpeed with me? No ſurely ! 

though I was ever ſo able, I ſhould ſcarce 
be willing to part with any. thing to ſuch 
an indignant Petitioner ; whereas, ſhould 
ſome poor Wretch, fully ſenfible of his 
own Indigence, with a Heart affected 
with his Condition, ih the Humility of 
his Spirit, and a juſt Confidence in my 
Ability, 
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Ability, and Willingneſs to relieve him, 
ſtate the Mifery of his Caſe to me, and 
in a Reliance upon my Mercy to him, 
ſeek Relief from me; how could I ima- 
gine myſelf excuſable, for refuſing ſo 
modeſt a Supplicant? Nay, whenever I 
ſhould after encounter the ſame Object 
in my Walks, my own Hand would fly 
ſwifter to my Pocket for his Comfort, 
than his Tongue would move to demand 
it of me. 

So that not every one, ſaid Mrs. Faul- 
coner, that can form his Tongue to ask, 
Hall receive; but he only, that from a 
Senſe of his own Weakneſs and Imbe- 
cility, ſhall come before his Creator, in 
Confidence of his Will and Capacity; 
ſhall be lowly in his own Apprehenſion, 
tor his paſt Offences, and ſincerely peni- 
tent for their Commiſſion ; ſhall purpoſe 
to obey his Maſter's Will tor the future, 
and in the firſt Place, pray for his Divine 
Aſſiſtance to perform it, and then ac- 
cuſtom himſelf ſolely to the Exerciſe of 
what he knows, or believes to be to the 
Pleaſure of his Benefactor, and never, 
for any Conſideration, deviate from it: 
He, I fay, and mult inſiſt, is alone in- 
titled to ask with Confidence ; and he it 

18, 
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is, ſo ſure as there is an over-ruling Pro- 


vidence, ſhall, in the . | 


receive. 
Well! Child, ſaid Mrs. Roberts, you 
will be too many for me, I find ; but 


let us not leave the young Lady, your 


Companion, alone ſo long ; it will be 
very rude in us. Whereupon Mrs, 
Faulconer broke off her Argument, and 
they both deſcended to the Parlour. 

Mrs. Faulconer, after ſome Diſcourſe 
on various Subjects, inquired of Mrs. 
Roberts, when ſhe laſt ſaw or heard from 
her Mother-in-la -w? O!] ſaid Mrs. Ro- 
berts, ſhe is the moſt unhappy Woman 
breathing. She loſt your Brother about 
a Twelve- month ago, which proved al- 
moſt a Heart- breaking to her; but Time 
began to diminiſh her Grief on that ac- 
count, and ſhe was looking out for ſome 
other Purchaſe, I believe, in ſuch an- 
other Husband as thy Father, my Dear, 
if the could have found him; for tho 
ſhe is worth ſo much already, nothing 
would down with her that had not his 
Bags well loaded. | 

She had juſt ſuited herſelf with one, 
that would have fitted her to a Nicety, 


when, as all had been concluded upon, . 
| the 
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than forty- eight Hours would have tied 
the indiffoluble Knot; ſhe was ſeized 
a with a Sickneſs firſt, then with a Raſh all 
. over her, which in a few Days diſcovered 
riss Malignity by fuch a Congeries of 
Puſtules, as formed an entire Cruſt all 


where, perpetually breaking, running, 
healing, and again collecting; but not 
in the leaſt diminifhing, though it is full 
three Months fince the Diſorder firſt dif- 
covered itſelf. 


She has had all the Advice that Mo- 


leaſt good Effect; her Phyſicians all de- 
claring her Caſe to be new, and that they 
know not how to treat it ; but add, that 
by its Proceſs of diſcharging and collect- 
ing alternately, they are of Opinion ſhe 
will never be otherwiſe to her dying Day. 
This, you may imagine, added Mrs. 
Roberts, to a Woman of Ambition and 


lamity; but what ſtill renders her Cafe 
the more deplorable is, that the Stench 
t her Wounds is fo intolerable, that 
ven her Nurſes are obliged to be re- 
ved from their Duty every Hour, or 


they 


the Wedding Cloaths made, and leſs 


over her Body, Face, Hands, and elſe- 


ney can procure her, but without the 


Vivacity, muſt prove a moſt horrid Ca- 
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they would be poiſoned with it. Judge 
then, my Dear, what the wretched Crea- 
ture herſelf muſt ſuffer, continued Mrs. 
Roberts, who, though equally affected 
by it with others, is confined to her own 
Noiſomneſs, without all Proſpect of Re- 
moval, till ſhe either recovers of her 


Diſtemper, or it ends her. Nay, added 


ſhe, I am told, though I have never 
ventured to ſee her under this Malady, 
that her Impatience is ſo great, for what 
ſhe is obliged to endure, that the gentleſt 
of her Speeches run all in the Strain of 
Curſes and Blaſphemy, | 

Dear Couſin ! ſaid Mrs. Faulconer, 
taking her by the Hand, had I ever 
heard this Accouut before, it might have 
ſpared me much of my above-ſtairs Ar- 
gument ; for if the Caſe of this poor 
Woman juſtifies not what I inſiſted upon, 
equally with the Caſe I propoſed of my 
own, and that upon Reflection, in a moſt 
convincing Manner too, I muſt for ever 
pronounce myſelf unworthy of judging 
upon Right and Wrong. 

After a Stay of three or four Days 
with Mrs. Roberts, and gaining a Pro- 
miſe from her for the Repayment of 
their Viſit, they returned, having firſt 
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deſired Mrs Roberts to bring with her 
all the Intelligence of Mrs. Iſaacſon, 


that ſhe could poſſibly furniſh herſelf 
with, 


CHAP. XVI, 


Mr. Faulconer's Anſwer to his Lady's 
Laſt. She invites him home. In Deſpair, 
not hearing fre him. A Liking be- 
tween Mr. Smith and Miſs King. 
She hears diſagrecable News of him. 


HE two Ladies lived together 

in equal Love and Harmony, as 
Mrs. Faulconer had before with Miſs 
Gately, till the Return of the Fear; 
when Mrs. Faulconer grew impatient for 
ſome Account of her Husband ; not that 
ſhe could as yet expect an Anſwer to 
her's till the following Seaſon ; but be— 
cauſe every Teſtification of his Health 
and Safety was the moſt gratetul News 
that could ſalute her Senſes. 

The Shipping was now all come in, 
but not a Line for Mrs. Faulconer. Hows- 
ever, ſhe put the beſt Face that ſhe 
could upon it ; and rather imputing it 
to any Cauſe, than that of his Neglect 
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of her, ſhe ſatisfied herſelf with con- 

cluding, that whatever he had deſigned 
her, was gone the ſame Way with the 
three firſt he had mentioned to have 
ſent her. 


At the Return of the ſecond Year, 


ſhe received an Anſwer to her Laſt, in 
the following Terms. 


Mr. Hervey Faulconer, to Mrs, Olympia 
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Faulconer. 


8 H OULD I (my ever dear Wife) 
pretend to alledge the Receipt of 
an immenſe Pain, together with your 
Laſt to me, I am ſcarce able to con- 
ceive that you could credit me; but 
that this is actually as true, as that my 
Gratitude can never be ſufficiently ex- 
tended to our moſt munificent Pa- 
troneſs, for her favourable Exaltation 
of my beloved Olympia, from the very 
Dregs of Debaſement, to the Excel- 
lency of temporal Advancement, I 
muſt take Leave to aver to you. 

* O! my Olympia! how exquiſite 
had been my Delight, to have had 
it in my Power (as I once had 
the greateſt Proſpect I ſoon ſhould) 
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to be able to have elevated you, by 
my ſole Means, from your ſervile 
Eſtate, to at leaſt a genteel Rank in 
Life? How ſupreme had been my 
Felicity, could I have fo done? Bur, 
my Dear, placing too. much Merit to 
my own intended Benevolence to you, 
and pleaſing myſelf upon the ExpeCta- 
tion of it, as my own ACt; Fortune, 
I can plainly perceive, has interpoſed 
to my Conviction, that nothing ought 
by us to be promiſed ourſelves, further 
than our Luck ſhall pleaſe to favour 
it: For alas! my Ohmpia ] the Ta- 
bles are, to my Diſgrace, turned upon 
me, who am now, myſelf, the Wretch 
in Indigence, and my ſole Hope of 
future Benefits muſt ariſe to me, from 
thee. : 
* Unhappy Reverſe of Fate! that 
robs me of the intrinſick Joy I had 
formed to myſelf, of your owing your 
tuture Happineſs to me, 
My Deareſt, I frequently repeat to 
myſelf a Proverb in every one's Mouth, 
and wherewith I have long been ac- 
quainted, All covet, all loſe; which 
was never more literally verified than 
| L 2 in 
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in thy Husband ; for that no Man can 
have applied himſelf with greater Aſſi- 
duity to making a Fortune than my- 
ſelf, I may take upon me ſeriouſly to 
affirm; nay, that few Perſons, in the 
Station I ſet out in, ever made more 
of it for the Time, I will venture alſo 
to maintain ; but alas! my Love, 
aiming at an extravagant Premium for 
accommodating one of the Natives 
with all I had, his Failure has reduced 
me even below the Foundation I be- 
gan upon, and has left me involved, 
in ſome meaſure, in Debt here. 
This, by the Currency of my In- 
come, I ſhall ſoon pay off; after which, 
ſince my deareſt O/ympza lo lovingly in- 
vites me to the Enjoyment of her At- 
fluence, ſhe may depend upon my 
coming off with the next Shipping; 
and this I believe will be by the Spring 
after next. 
« I hope, my Love, that as Fortune 
hath, on both our Parts, declared itſelf 
for us, in the general; though it has 
plainly diſtinguiſhed you as its peculiar 
Favourite, it will never deſert us of 
its generous Influences, till it has united 
| © us 
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us again ; though when I think of 
thee, my Love, and that at the ſpeedieſt 
Flight I can make to thee, near a Year 
mult elapſe, from my firſt ſetting for- 
ward to my Journey's End; I am fo 


loſt in the Diſtance to be paſſed, and 


the Time to be ſpent therein, as almoſt 
confounds me. 

As for the Means by which you 
have gained the Settlement wherein you 
now ſubſiſt, I muſt own, the Incidents 
are ſo unaccountable as to leave me bur 
little Suſpicion of my own Wakeful- 
neſs, whilſt I am pondering them in 
my Mind ; they ſeeming rather to af- 
fect my Senſes, as a Dream, than a 
Reality; and when I rouſe myſelf from 
the Reverie they have caſt me into, 
the whole Idea vaniſhes as an empty 
Scene ; till retorting upon myſelf that 
my Olympia ſays it, I bleſs kind Fate 
for our Happineſs. 
Ho delighted ſhould I be, to be 
ſailing with this to my dear Wife, the 
ſole Haven of all my bliſsful Hopes! 
But alas! my Deareſt, how many Tem- 
peſts may ſtill ſhake the Hulk of thy 
loving Husband, ere he arrives at his 
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* moſt deſirable Port, in thy Boſom, 
© where alone true Pleaſures can be ad- 
© miniſtered to him, who is thy 


© Moſt aſfectionate Husband, 
© Hervey FAULCONER,? 


Mrs. Faulconer obſerving the diſtant 
Period that her Husband had put to his 
Return, as there were ſome Ships then 
waiting for ſailing Orders to his Coaſt, 
ſhe haſtened to Town, and diſpatched 
away the following Anſwer to him, 


Mrs. Olympia Faulconer, to Mr. Hervey 
= Faulconer. 


My deareſt Mr. Faukoner, 


, OUR laſt kind Favour reached 
: me punctually; nor can 1 wil- 
lingly be behind hand with you in the 
* Expreſſions of my Satisfaction for my 
Capacity to initiate you to the noble 
* Eſtate I now enjoy; but knowing that 
< we are but Committees of our worldly 


« Benefits, and that the abſolute * 
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of them at pleaſure centers beyond our 


Reach; I ſhall only implore our Pa- 
tron's Favour for its Continuance, to 
both our Participation, ſo long as him- 
ſelf ſees fitteſt for us. 
As to your tarrying abroad, for the 
Diſcharge of trifling Incumbrances, 
what readier Way could you have 
found for that, than by Draughts upon 
me here, for whatever Money you, 
ſhould have Occafion for ? which Me- 
thod I mtreat you to take, and to ſet 
forwards yourſelf, with the next Re- 
turns to England, 
As to any Dependencies you may 
have in the Country in future, deſpiſe, 
and quit them. | 
I write this on board the Ship that 
brings it you, which waits till 1 con- 
clude, for failing : So that I can only + 
beg you, at all Events, to return, and 
with you a fafe and proſperous Voyage 
to 57 
* Your moſt dutiful, and 


* Loving Wife, 
© OLYMPIA FAULCONER, 
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P. S. I ſhould have ſent Money to pay 
* your Debts, but knew not what, or 
* whether Bills, or Money, would be 
* moſt acceptable. 


Mrs. Faulconer now imagined, that 
there would be little more to be done, 
upon her Husband's Receipt of her 


Letter, than for him to ſet forwards upon 


his Voyage home ; wherefore, ſhe con- 
rented herſelf to count the ſliding Months 
and Weeks, making frequent Calcula- 
tions, from what had paſſed, of the Time 
when ſhe might reaſonably expect him ; 
but firſt one, and then a ſecond, nay a 
third Year had almoſt expired, before 
ſhe had ſo much as been bleſſed with a 
Line from him : So that at length ſhe 
began to deſpair of ever hearing further 
from him. 

She had made ſeveral Applications to 
the India-Houſe, but no Account of his 
Death, or otherwiſe, had been tranſmitted 
to them ; ſo that the Uncertainty of 
what might have become of him proved 
a Fund of the moſt pungent Anxiety to 
her, which yet ſhe weathered with ſuch 
a prudent Reſignation to the Will of 
Providence, as tew Wives, ſo captivated 

to 
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to a darling Man as ſhe was, could have 
attained to, 

It was much about this Time, that a 
young Gentleman, the Heir of a very 
rich Planter at Barbadoes, lately de- 
ceaſed there, having ſettled his Affairs 
abroad, was come over to England, to 
reſide here, upon the Remittances from 
his foreign Plantations, having lett two 
noble Eſtates there, under the Direction 
of each a ſeveral Overleer, and had fixed 
his Habitation on the Skirts of Here- 
fordſhire,where he had purchaſed a fine old 
Seat ; and having eſtabliſhed his Famuly 
and Equipage, wanted nothing but a 
Lady to grace his Table, and Tegulate 
the Affairs of his Family: For after the 
Manner of our American Tranſports, he 
lived in the moſt elegant Manner. 

This young Gentleman having, from 
his Infancy, received his Education at 
Wincheſter Shool, looked upon himſelf 
as a Native of England, not having been 
out of it more than fix Years, when he 
returned to it again. 

Mr. Smith, for that was his Name, 
keeping abundance of Company, hap- 
pened one Day to be viſiting at Sir 
R H. 
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d's, where Mrs. Faul- _ 
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coner and Miſs King, at that Time, were 
upon the ſame Errand to the Lady and 
her two Daughters; they all dined to- 
gether ; it being uſual for diſtant Viſitors 


not only to drink Tea, but alſo to dine, 


and frequently to lie at the Houſe of the 
viſited Perſons. . 

Mrs. Faulconer and her Companion 
purpoſed returning home that Evening, 
as alſo did Mr. Smith, each living about 
twelve or fourteen Miles diſtant from 
Sir KR —#'s, though to almoſt oppoſite 
Points of the Compals ; but the After- 
noon ſetting in with ſuch Thunder, 
Lightening, and exceſſive Showers, as 
the like were ſcarce to be remembered, 
all the Company, in Compaſſion to their 
Scrvants and Cattle, at the Requeſt of 
the Baronet and his Lady, at length con- 
cluded upon paſling the Night there, and 
deferring their Return till Morning. 

With the ſetting Sun, the Sky clear- 
ing up, and all the foul Weather being 
blown off, it ſoon after became ſo ſerene 
and moon-jight, that the Ladies pro- 
poſed a Walk in the Fields, under the 
Guidance of that Luminary; but it not 
agreeing much with the old Lady, Mrs. 

| Faulconer, 
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Faulconer, in Compliment to her, ſtay'd 
within to keep her Company. 

Miſs King, during all Dinner- Time, 
and afterwards, whilit he aſſociated with 
the Ladies, could not forbear ſtealing 
many Looks at Mr. Smith, who was as 
perſonable a Man, and as agreeable in 
his Deportment, as one ſhall meet with 
amongſt a Thouſand ; nor could ſhe bur 
flatter herſelf, that ſhe now and then had 
caught him in the ſame Exerciſe at her. 
This ran ſo much in her Mind, that as 
the was upon her Walk with the young 
Ladies, ſhe could not forbear enquiring 
who that Gentleman was that dined with 
them that Day? O! ſaid Miſs Ky, 
(the elder of the two) that, Madam, 1s 
my Siſter Sally's Sweetheart. 

The Uneaſineſs this Report gave to 
Miſs King, though ſhe could render no + 
regular Account why, occaſioned her 
withing ſhe had had her Demand back 
again; for ſhe grew fo confuſed in her 
Mind as to wiſh ſhe was at home again : 
Neither the Solitarineſs of tie Place, the 
Beauties of the Moonſhine, or her Com- 
panions Society, adminiſtring the Jraft 


Solace to her diſcompoſed Fancy; but 


as the Gameſter, when once a Loſer, runs 
all 
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all Lengths for reinſtating his Bank, till 
at length he becomes a Bankrupt ; ſo 
Miſs King, being no Gainer upon her 
firſt Query, hoped, either from the Diſ- 
agrecableneſs of his Circumſtances, or 
ſome other Under-valuation of him, to 
recover herſelf from the Terrors ſhe 
found herſelf under, for the prior En- 
gagement of his Affection. 

She therefore demanded, whether the 
Gentleman was of that Country? and if 
he was a Man of Fortune? Miſs Ky 
replied, that he was of Barbadces by 
Birth, and that his Eſtate lay there; but 
that moſt of his Days had been ſpent | in 
England; that he lived about twelve 
Miles from her Papa's, having lately 
purchaſed a charming Seat there, and 
ſupported it like a Nobleman, from the 
Revenues. of his Plantations, remitted to 
him annually from abroad : Adding, he 
wanted no one Thing in Life but a good 
Houſckeeper ; and that Sally, ſhe ſaid, 
had determined he ſhould not be long 
without. 

M.iſs King could have digeſted all 

but the young Lady's laſt Sentence, which 
ſhe could have wiſhed down her Throat 
again; but now ſhe had ſo far engaged 
in 
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in the Argument, ſhe was reſolved to 


g⁰ through with it, and know the 
worſt at once : So that, Miſs Sally, my 
Dear, ſaid ſhe, is all this true that your 


Siſter tells me? and are you reſolute in 


the Surrender of your Liberty to that 
Gentleman? 

Poh! Poh! my Siſter talks at Ran- 
dom, Madam, ſaid Miſs Sally. The 
Gentleman may have ſaid Si pretty 
Things to me, but what of that? there 
go many Words to the Bargain, uſually, 
before the connubial T'ie is accompliſh- 
ed; not but that I muſt ſay, was I at 
Liberty to chooſe for myſelf, I ſhould 


not well know where to fix my Election 


preferably to Mr. Smith; for that I verily 
believe him a good humoured Man, and 


all the World mult allow him to be the 


Gentleman ; beſides, that he needs yield 


to very few for perſonal Accompliſh- 


ments. But to tell you the Truth, 


Madam, added ſhe, I believe Sally has 


a ſneaking Kindneſs for him herſelf, or 
ſhe would not ever be dinning my Ears 
about him as ſhe is: for ! durit to ſwear 
it is only for ſome Occaſion to have his 
Name in her Mouth. 
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By this Time they were returned home 
to Supper; but the Rivalſhip of theſe 
Ladies about Mr. Smith was ſo far from 
abating Miſs King's Appetite for him, 
that it rather whetted it up to a keener 
Pitch; inſomuch, that ſhe refolved to 
make critical Remarks upon his Beha- 
viour to them all, at Supper-time, and to 
form her Judgment ſolely from her own 
Obſervation, | | 
Mr. Smith behaved altogether debon- 
air to the whole Circle: He eyed the 
Ladies in Turn ; nor were they in the 
leaſt deficient in the Return of the Ogle, 
as Occaſion beſt preſented ; but whether 
it was really ſo, or whether Partiality 
and Inclination introduced the Belief, is 
uncertain z but Miſs King could not but 
think ſhe held as fair a Share of his 
Eſteem as either of Sir R 's Daugh- 
ters; for Mr. Smith was ſo unexception- 
able a Man, that few Ladies need take 
Shame at being peculiarly noticed by 
him. But now the Night was waſted, 
and called the whole Family to Bed; 
where we muſt leave the Ladies to their 


ſeveral Surmiſes, each as her Inclination 
Kd her. | 


CHAP. 
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CH AP. XVI 

Mutual Paſſion, but neither Party knows 

it. Miſs King melancholy at parting. 
Diſcovers the Cauſe to Mrs. Faulconer. 
Miſs King's Thoughts of Love, Un- 
certain whether Mr. Smith had been to 
pay her a Viſit. Egregious Blunder of 
Richard the Footman. Much ado to 
mal any thing of him. Conclude it 
was Mr. Smith, | 


FTER Breakfaſt the next Morn- 

ing, the Company all made a Shew 
of advancing to their ſeveral Homes ; 
when the Baronet and his Lady as 
earneſtly preſſed for their all ſtaying 
Dinner, as the others inſiſted upon their 
Departure. They came upon a Viſit of 
Ceremony, they ſaid, and ſhould take 
up their Quarters till they were trouble- 
lome. 

The Lady, on the other hand, alledged. 
how late in the Day it was, before Break- 
faſt was over, inſomuch that her Gueſts 
could not get home in Time for be- 
ſpeaking their Dinner, which on all 
hands would occaſion a „ 4 

that 
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that her own was already ordered, and 
probably, by that Time, in Preparation; 
and then ſhe put the Queſtion to Mr. 
Smith, what he had to fay againſt it? 

Madam, replied Mr. Smith, your 
Ladyſhip may reſt ſatisfied, that from 
the Society of ſo many pretty Ladies, I 
ſhall not be the firſt to propoſe a Separa- 
tion. Pray let the Ladies determine your 
Queſtion, whom I could heartily wiſh 
guided by like Motives to my own ; as 
to my Part, your Ladyſhip ſhall find 
me paſhve. 

Her Ladyſhip then put it to the La- 

dies; when Mrs. Faulconer, looking at 
Miſs King to learn how ſhe ſtood affect- 
ed, from her Reply of, Juſt as you 
pleaſe, Madam, ſoon gave the caſting 
Voice, from the Inclination ſhe perceived 
in her Companion for ſtaying till After- 
noon. i” 
Love is faid to be arbitrary, and I 
will allow it in the general to be ſo ; but 
Love moſt certainly begets its like ; for 
the Inducement to affect the admiring, 
Party is ſo ſtrong, as ſcarce once, in ten 
Inſtances, to. fail. : 

This kindled a mutual Paſſion in the 
Breaſts of Mr, Smith and Miſs King; 


for 


— 
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for though ſhe had no further Notion of 
him than in general, at firſt ; yet her 
Conceit of his admiring her kept her fo 
watchful of his Eye, and its Movements, 
as inſenſibly drew her into ſuch an Ap- 
probation of him, as ſurprized her into 
a real Love for his Perſon, paſt ſhaking 
off at her Option; nor could ſhe have 
ſuffered under more Reluctance for any 
Event, than that of parting with Mr. 
Smith, as ſhe might reaſonably imagine, 
for ever. 

The Ladies had ſcarce been three Days 
ſettled at home, before Miſs King (who 
had, during the whole Time, ſtruggled 
all that was in her Power for the Sub- 
duction of a Paſſion, from which ſhe had 
not the leaſt Expectation of Benefit) 
grew ſo uneaſy and thoughtful, that 
Mrs. Faulconer took Notice of it to her, 
by demanding the Cauſe of ſo ſudden 
an Alteration in her Behaviour; aſſuring 
her, that if any Thing, or Perſon, in her 
Family was offenſive to her, ſhe would 
take Order for its rectifying, to her Sa- 
tisfaction. 

Miſs, perceiving herſelf taken in the 
Manner, would have ſhuffled it off, if 
poſſible, upon a ſlight Indiſpoſition ſhe 


Pre- 
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pretended to have; but the Covering 
was too thin to ſhelter her from the Eye 
of the judicious Mrs. Faulconer ; who 
inſiſted, from what Remarks ſhe had 
made upon her Conduct, for the two or 
three laſt Days, that her Diſquiet was 

rather mental than corporeal, and deſired 
her to be ſo free as to diſclole it. 


This drew forth the Secret ; for Miſs | 


inſiſted, that ſne could attribute it to no 
leſs than the Paſſion of Love. Love 
my Dear, ſaid Mrs. Faulconer ; pray, if 
without Offence in ſo tender a Point, 
added ſhe, as that of Love, may I know. 
the happy Man that has had this Influ- 
ence over you? I am ſatisfied, replied 
Miſs King, that you will laugh at me for 
a Simpleton, when I ſhall aſſure you, 
that no Force I am capable of exerting, 
will in the leaſt remove from my ſleep- 
ing or wakeful Imagination the very 
living Perſon of Mr. Smith; who is, in 
my. conſtant Apprehenſion, as clearly. be- 
fore my Eyes, as ever we ſaw him at 
Sir R——+'s ; nay, we have had ſeveral 
Converſations together ; nor thoſe, many 
of them, the moſt unpleaſing neither, I 
can aſſure you; but = whence I can 
be Fool enough to encourage any ſuch vain. 
| Fancies, 
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Fancies, I cannot imagine ; though part 
with them I cannot, were it to ſave my 
Lite. | | 

Mrs. Faulconer asked, whether. he had 
ſpoken to her at all :—Only by his Eyes, 
ſhe ſaid ; though ſhe allowed, her own 
Fancy only might dictate to her every 
Sentiment ſhe had interpreted his Looks 
into; but be that as it would, ſhe ſaid, 
the Man clung to her Brain like a new 
Tune, which demands an uninterrupted 
Reiteration; and whether the Hurry 
her Spirits were in would ſubſide, when 
his Idea had waſted itſelf in her Mind, 
or not, ſhe could not ſay. 

Was you ever in the ſame Condition, 
upon the Sight of any other Perſon, be- 
fore? ſaid Mrs. Faulconer. Never, to 
her Remembrance, Miſs ſaid, or any 
ways like it; nay, it might not be Love, 
for aught that ſhe knew, ſhe ſaid; for 
that ſhe ſeemed to ſeek no particular Pur- 
poſe in it, further than an unaccountable 
Pleaſure at the Recollection of ſomewhat, 
in him, not aſcriptable to any Man ſhe 
had ever before ſeen. 

Mrs. Faulconer aſſured her, ſhe was 
plunged over Head and Ears in Love, 
and heartily wiſhed her well out * it; 

ince 


— 
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ſince ſhe was afraid, that the Object ſhe 
had introduced to her Affection, was 
fituated without her Reach; not but 
that, ſhe ſaid, were ſuch a Thing to be 
compaſſed with his Approbation, it ſhould 
not be a little Matter of Portion that 
ſhould divert him from her: for that, 
though her Husband was too remotely 
placed for her to procure his previous 
Conſent, yet ſne was as certain of his 
future Concurrence to ſo laudable a Pur- 
poſe, as if ſhe had adviſed with him upon 
the Subject. 

Miſs returned her abundance of Thanks 
for her good Will to her, though there 
ſcarce ſeemed a Poſſibility of her experi- 
menting the Favour, . ſhe ſaid; but 
added, that in her Opinion, Cuſtom had 
abridged her Sex of many Privileges, as 
natural to them as to the Males ; amongſt 
which, an Incapacity for proclaiming 
their Senſe of the other Sex, without 
ſuffering under the Imputation of Im- 
. modeſty, was none of the moſt incon- 
ſiderable. . | 

Not a Week had paſſed before Mrs. 
Faulconer, one Day, took Miſs King out 
in the Coach, upon ſome trifling Affair 
to Worceſter with her, merely for her 

Amule- 
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Amuſement, and to divert her from a 
too intenſe Application to Mr, Smith. 
She had told the Servants ſhe ſhould not 
be back till Evening, intending to dine 
at Worceſter. 

At their Return at Night, one of the 
Servants told them, that a Gentleman 
had called in the Morning, about an Hour 
after they took Coach, to enquire for his 
Lady ; and that, upon hearing ſhe was 
abroad, he had asked for Miſs King ; 
but his Lady having left Word ſhe 
ſhould be abroad all Day, he no ſooner 
heard that, than he rode off again. 

The Ladies were under ſuch a Con- 
ſternation, at the Thought of who this 
Gentleman ſhould be, that the Fellow 


moved off without any further queſtion- 


ing by them. As to Mils King, Mr. 
Smith being uppermoſt in her ind, ſhe 
would fain have perſuaded herſelf, that 
it could have been none other than hain ; 
whilſt Mrs. Faulconer, for want of ſo 
agreeable a Motive for fixing this Stran- 
ger to any particular Ferſon, was ſtill 
more at a Loſs to know who it ſhould 
be; but her Mind reſting at Eaſe, be he 
who he would, ſhe contented herſelf 
upon the Aſſurance, that if his Buſineſs 

was 
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was of any Importance, it would not be 
long e'er ſhe ſhould ſee him. 
Miſs King could not paſs over this Ac 
cident, which fhe termed one of the moſt 
unlucky that could be, without a further 
Scrutiny : So that, Dear Madam, faid 


ſhe, I cannot perſuade myſelf but this 


Gentleman might poſſibly be Mr. Smith , 
at leaſt, I pleaſe myſelf at the Conjec- 
ture that it might be him; and yet, nei- 
ther of us once thoũght of asking Rich- 
ard, what ſort of a Man he was; for 
one might have formed ſome Gueſs at 
his Perſon, from Rzchard*s Deſcription 
of him. 

Well! Richard was recalled directly, 
and the Queftion put, as to the Bulk, 


the Height, the Complexion, the Voice, 


the Age, and what not, of the Stranger 
that had created them ſuch Perplexity : 
but after near half an Hour's catechiſing 
the honeſt Fellow, they were but the 
more bewildered, as to the Identity of 
the Perſon ſuſpected; for as to his 
Height, no true Judgment was to be 
made, Dick ſaid 5 but according to his 
reſent Thoughts, he was but a ſhort 
Man, tho? he allowed he looked other- 
wiſe as he fat on Horſeback : By his 
8 great 
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great looſe Coat, he ſaid, one might have 
took him for a bulky Man ; but then, it 
was poſſible, had his Horſeman's Coat 
been off, he might have appeared but a 
ſlim one; nor could he well remember 
what Voice he had ; but believed, by 
his Looks, being a good likely Man, he + 
might be about forty, and was of a manly 
Complexion. _ 

He asked him his Name, he ſaid ;— 
Ay, ſaid Miſs, that was right; and had 
you told us that ſooner, it would have 

ſpared us the Time ſpent upon theſe 
| Queſtions and Anſwers, which have 
hitherto but little forwarded the Affair. 
— So — come — to the Point, added 
ſhe, what did he tell you his Name was ? 

I have one of the moſt unlucky Heads 
in the Creation, ſaid Dick, at remem- 
: bering Names. What a-pize makes 
7 me ſo forgetful ? — But Madam, added 


FF 


e he, it was ſo common a Name, and 1 
f remember I thought ſo, that there would 
is be no Occaſion for ſtriving to remember 
5 it.— Hey day ! — why it was the Name 
18 of a Trade I am as uſed to as my Vic- 
rt tuals, What's to do? — Why, — 


r- O Madam! it was Farrier ; ay, I thought 
us of my Horſes at the ſame Time. 
at a True 
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True — it was Farrier — ſo it was. — 
Ay, ay, Harrier, that was the very 
Name. WER W 

The Ladies having gained full as 
much Light into this myſterious Affair, 
as ever they were to expect to get from 
Richard, they diſmiſſed him; when Miſs 
King asked Mrs. Faulconer's if ſhe had 
ever been acquainted with any one of that 
Name. She denied her Knowledge of 
any ſuch Perſon ; nor indeed had ſhe 
ever heard of any one ſo called; but a 
Conjecture ſtarting in her Brain, my 
Dear, ſaid ſhe to Miſs King, I am now 
more than ever inclined to your Opinion, 
that this Stranger muſt have been Mr, 
Smith himſelf. ; 

No, no, replied Miſs, there could be 
no manner of Reaſon for his calling him- 
ſelf by a wrong Name ; beſides, the 
Suſpicion it might create in our Breaſts, 
whenever hereafter we ſhould know it 
was he that called. I care not for that, 
ſaid Mrs. Faulconer, I would venture a 
good Wager, from all that has paſſed 
in this Affair, that it was Mr. Smith 
only. 

Don't you remember, added ſhe, that 
Dick ſaid, his Name was that of a Ki 

an 
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and put him m mmd of his Horſes? 


Now, Horſenail, my Farrier, is a Smith 


by Trade; nor is he ever ſtiled Farrier, 
but when conjoined to Cattle. If my 
Man wants his Horſes drenched, he goes 
to Hor ſenail the Farrier; but if my Cook 
wants her Jack cleaned, or her Poker 
mended, ſhe ſends to Horſenail the Smith; 


yet this Smith, and that Farrier, are one 


and the ſame Horſenail. We'll call Dick 
again, and ſee what further we can make 
of him. 

Mrs. Faulconer then again demanded 
of Richard, what was the Gentleman's 
Name who had called m their Abſence ; 
for that it might prove very material to 
her, to be aſcertained who it was? The 
Fellow replied, he had already informed 
her Ladyſhip that it was Farrier. It is 
true, ſaid his Lady, you did fo; but J 
am afraid you have made a Miſtake, and 
have given me a wrong Name. Dear 
me! Madam, replied Dick, can you be- 
leve I know my own Name? If I am 
certain that my own Name is Crowdy, ſo 
{ure am I that the Gentleman, whoever 
he was, faid his Name was Farrier. 


Elarkee, Richard, ſaid ſhe, tell me 
ti uly; but firſt conſider well with your- 


Vor. I. M {cit : 
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{elf : Did not the Gentleman ſay that his 
Name was Smith ? — Smith? ſaid Dick, 
— By my Faith, he did ſo. Smith ! 
Farrier ! — No, in Troth, I humbly 
ask your Ladyſhip's Pardon, it was cer- 
tainly Smith that he told me: And not 
Farrier ? ſaid Vis King, you are poſi- 
tive. No, no. — Farrier |! — No — 
Surely ! I think it was not Farrier, laid 
Dick ; though my Head is ſo confuled 
between the two Names, that which 
ever ſtarts firſt in my Brain, I believe to 
be it ; but I would venture a full Year's 
Wages upon the Side of one of them. 

Perceiving that Dick's Senſes were ſo 
muddled, that r might have perſuaded 
him to any thing; Miſs King concluded, 
that they had gained nothing at all by 
their Enquiry; but Mrs Faulconer would 
not give up che Cauſe ſo readily; being 
aſſured, ſhe ſaid, that it was Mr. Smith, 
who had been to pay his Compliments 
to them ; but both condemned: the Stu- 
pidity of Richard, for receiving a Name, 
and giving himſelf no more Concern to 
remember it. 


CHAP. 
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C H A P. XVIII. 


Mr. Smith meets the Ladies at Home, His 
Affection for Miſs angmented. But de- 
clares not his Mind. An Argument 
between the Ladies. He viſits Miſs. 
Would have ber Conſent to Marriage. 
Refuſes till he knows her Fortune from 
Mrs Faulconer. She declares it ten 
thouſand Pounds, Nuptials celebrated. 
Retire to Mrs. Smith's. 


HE Ladies had not 'remained 
doubtful of the Character of their 
Viſitor more than two Days, before Dick, 
as they were at Breakfaſt one Morning, 
having made it later than uſual, came 


running into the Room to tell them, 


that the Gentleman was juſt rode into 
the Yard, and was delivering his Horſe 
to William. 


Miſs King asked, what Gentleman; | 


when Dich replied, he did not care to 
ſay who it was, leſt he ſnould be miſtaken, 
but he believed it would not be long be- 
fore he would bring them is Name him- 


felf., Miſs, being pretty much in Diſha- 


bille, and hoping ſhe might have ſome 
2 Intereſt 
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Intereſt in the Viſitant, asked, whe- 
ther it was not Mr. Smith ? But Ri- 
chard, unwilling to be drawn into a 
further Premunire, replied, it was the 
ſame that his Lady ſaid was ſo called. 
Upon which Miſs left the Room with no 
little Precipitation, leaving Mrs, Faul- 
coner to welcome him, 

After the uſual Compliments had paſ- 
ſed, he begged Pardon for his Rudeneſs 
in waiting upon her, to whom he was ſo 
nearly a Stranger ; but ſhe, having ſo 
far to go, when he left her at Sir R—Þ's, 
with another young Lady, he could not 
reſt ſatisfied, till he had inquired how 
they got Home, and ſeen that they were 
both well. He then deſired to know 
how the other young Lady did, who 
was her Companion at Sir R bs 3 
and whether ſhe lived with her or not ? 

Mrs. Faulconer replied, that ſhe was 
very well, but was above, dreſſing her- 
ſelf ; nor indeed, would he have found 
her at other Employment at that 
Time of the Day, had not they break- 
faſted unacountably late that Morning; 
but as he had caught her in an Undreſs, 
ſhe would not leave him till Miſs King, 
whom {ſhe would apprize of his Arrival, 

ſhould 
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ſhould come to keep him Company in 
her ſtead, | - 

They then fell into Diſcourſe of the 
general News of the Country; after 
which, they deſcended to Sir R b's 
Family; when Mrs, Faulconer, deſt- 
rous, if poſſible, to diſcover whether 
her Friend bore a Share in his Affection, 
began, by ſaying how deſerving young 
Ladies the Miſs H d's were, and 
wondering they were neither of them 
married yet; though ſhe told him, 
ſhe heard that Miſs Sally had a Cour- 
tier, and was very glad of it, hoping 
he would prove a good one, as ſhe 
thought her a moſt amiable Lady. 

She watched Mr. Smith's Reply very 
narrowly, not doubting but from it, ſhe 
ſhould be able to conclude upon her 
Friend's Fate, and whether this Viſit was 
ceremonious only, or with any real De- 
gn upon her. Mr. Smith then cooly 
replying, he doubted not but ever 
Lady had her Mate deſigned for her, 
who in good Time would put in his 
Claim; but that the Lady, in his Opt» 
nion, ſhewed but her Imprudence, who 
was tor anticipating her Fate, by the Ex- 
pectation of a Lover in every Beholder; 


M 3 gave 
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gave Mrs. Faulconer all the Room that 
ine hoped for, that he was no ways 
pre- engaged to Miſs Sally; however, ſhe 
might flatter herſelf with the Conjecture. 
Miſs King, in the mean time, know- 
ing who waited, we may be ſure had 
not been ſo careleſs, as not ſtudiouſly to 
have adjuſted every Part of her Dreſs, 
into as becoming and ornamental a 
Guiſe as poſſible; which detained her 
longer, after ſhe was ſummoned, than 
herſelf could have withed to be abſent ; 
but now, with neither a Hair or a Pin 
miſplaced, ſhe approaching, Mrs, Faul- 
coner took leave of Mr. Smith, juſt to 
ip on her Things betore Dinner, ſhe 
laid, whereat, ſhe mult inſiſt upon his 
Company to which, with a low Bow, he 

aſſented. | 
Mr. Smith, thought he greatly ad- 
mired Miſs Mug, when he ſaw her at 
Sir R—+þ H——@'s; and though her 
Perſon and Echaviour at the Time I am 
ſpeaking of, rather augmented than di- 
miniſhed his Faſſion, inſomuch that his 
Reſolution was now more than ever 
confirmed for making her his Wife; 
yet he was not that fond Lover to ruſh 
inceremoniouſly upon his Suit, at firſt 
Sight; till Converſation, and Parity of 
Senti- 
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Sentiments, having familiarized them 
ſomewhat to each other, he might, from 
the Courſe of her Carriage to him, bet- 
= judge what would be like to prove 

the Succeſs of a Negociation for Marri- 
age between them: So that tho' Miſs King 
waited, not only at their preſent Conte- 
rence, but alfo at another after Dinner, 
(when Mrs. Faulconer purpoſely withdrew 
herſelf for a Time) for a Declaration 
of his Paſſion for her; he nevertheleſs 
reſerved that to a fitter Opportunity, as 
he thought ; ſo that the Hour being now 
come for his Departure, having firſt 
thanked the Ladies for the favourable 
Reception he had met with, and begged 
Leave to be admitted on future Occaſions 
to pay bis Compliments to them, he 
took his Leave and leit them. 

It would be trifling, ſhould I enu- 
merate the Variety of Conjectures theſe 
Ladies had, relative to Mr. Smith's 
Viſit to them. Miſs King inſiſted, that 
it could have no other Motive than an 
idle Curiofity, to know who, and what 
they were, and their Manner of living in 
the World: For that, had his Journey been 
undertaken upon her Account, he would 
never have miſſed two ſuch Opportu- 

M 4 nities, 
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nities, as he could ſcarce ever hope for 
again, of divulging his Affection to 
her. 

Mrs. Faulcener ſeemed to take quite 
the other Side of the Queſtion: For 
that, though if he had taken a Fancy to 
her at firſt Sight, yet common Prudence 
would engage any Man, for his better 
Information, as to her Manner and 
Accompliſhments, to aſſociate himſelf 


to her, not only a ſecond, but a third 


Time, and oftner too, before he in- 


volved himſelf in ſo intricate an Affair, 


as that of a profefled Lover; which, 
unle{s}udiciouſly weighed beforehand, 
he might not afterwards be able to eſcape 
from, without deeper Scars to his Ho- 
nour, than a Man of Character would 
chuſe. I am therefore of Opinion, added 
ſhe, that he will ſoon be with you again, 
and if ſo, you have him ſure enough. 

It is an unhappy thing, ſaid Mils, to 
have no Fortune, 'or at beſt, ſuch a 
one as is next to none: For what 
is one thoufand Pounds in the World's 
preſent Eſtimation, but juſt ſufficient 
for ſetting up a piddling Grocer, or ſome 
fuch mean Occupation ? So that in good 


Truth, I could almoſt with, as ar 
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I love him, that I may ſee no more of 
him: For as he, they ſay, is rich, I 
do not doubt but he will want an Equi- 
valent ; and after he has profeſſed him - 
ſelf in my Favour, ſhould the Match 
break off at laſt, for my Inſufficiency, it 
will be a far more ſhocking Circumſtance 
in my Mind, than a Diſappointment, 
before it is ripened into a real Affection 
on both Sides. 

I have told thee, my Dear, ſaid Mrs. 
Faulconer, that for a ſmall Matter he 
ſhall not deſert you, all Things elſe con- 
curring; and this I repeat again, that 
you may depend upon it : So that I 
would have you behave, juſt as if you 


was Miſtreſs of whatever he may fairly 


demand with you, and when it comes to 
{tick there, only leave the reſt to me. 
Suppoſe Madam, ſaid Miſs, that he 
ſhould ask me what Fortune I have, 
you are ſenſible, that if I tell a Man of 
his Subſtance a thouſand Pounds, his 
next molt likely Step will be into his 
Saddle, and he will fly the Country. 
Jam not for your making him any 
ſuch Reply, ſaid Mrs. Faulconer; only 
allure him, that your Fortune is in my 


M 5 Hands, 
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Hands, and that I will aſcertain it to 
him, to a Farthing. 


Juſt as. Mrs. Taulconer had imagined, 


Mr. Smith, in about ten Days time re- 
turned again; but then he, at firſt 
Word, inquired for Miſs Ring, which 
put her in Heart exceedingly : Nor did 
he part with her, till he had opened his 
Inclination to her. He laid before her 
the Eſtates he had Abroad ; the Pur- 


chaſes he had made fince in England, 


and his whole Stock of ready Money ; 
with the Bulk of all which ſhe was ſo 
confounded, when ſhe reflected what a 
Mite her own Stock, with whatever 
Mrs. Faulconer, at belt, might be pre- 
ſumed to add to it, would appear, in 
Compariſon with it, that ſhe was ready 
to ſink at the Apprehenſion of what 
would enſue, and could have been glad 
he would have contented himſelf, with- 
out further Proſecution of the Affair. 
However, this Viſit, and one or two 


ſucceeding, were made without the leaſt 


2 
Demand of her Worth; and more than 


probable it is, that he might have pro- 
ceeded even to the Ceremony itlelf wich- 
out it; but at a future Viſit, preſſing 
her above Meature for her verbal Con- 

ſent 
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ſent to become his Wife, that ſhe might 
not be caſt off after yielding to his Suit; 
Sir, ſaid ſhe, you ſeem rather prema- 
turely importunate with me to become 
our Wie, till you have apprized your- 
{elf of my Fortune; for probably, that 
not anſwering your Expectations, by 
then deſerting me, you may teſtify, 
notwithſtanding all the fine Things you 
have uttered of my Perſon, that your 
Addreſſes were rather paid to my For- 
tune, than to me; and as that proves 
deſerving or not, fo I may either be re- 
ceived, or become an Outcaſt: For which 
Reaſon, Sir, added ſhe, before we make 
either further Demands or Conceſſions 
on either Side, as my Fortune is alto- 
gether in Mrs. Faulconer's Hands, LOR | 
deſire you, by her to inform yourſelf of 
ir, that your future Proceedings with 
me may not prove foundationleſs. 

Mr. Smith profeſſed, that he adored 
her more than ever, for the ingenuous 
Difpoſition ſhe had exhibited in this At- 
fair; but proteſted, that both his Eye 
and Heart being fix:d upon her own 
intrinfical Worth, every the adventitious 
Gifts of Fortune, were eſteemed wholiy 
nconſiderably by him; yet, as the larger 

| her 
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her Fortune would turn out, ſo many 
more .of the Elegancies of Life ſhe 
might have in Expectation ; ſo, though 
he by no Means built any Hopes of his 
own upon the Quantum, he ſhould have 
no Eninity to the Bulk of it, let it amount 
to ever ſo much, for the Reaſon he had 
juſt mentioned, | | 

This favourable Acknowledgment of 
Mr. Smith, giving Miſs vaſt Hopes, that 
the Tenuity of her Circumſtances would 
not prove a Diſſolution of his Preten- 
fions to her; ſhe was all Impatience, till 
Mrs. Faulconer had ſatisfied him in the 
pecuniary Article, for ſhe longed to have 
that Rub, from whence only ſhe could 
ſuſpect an Impediment to their Nuptials, 
removed; hoping that ſhe might then 
reaſonably entertain all his future Profeſ- 
ſions with Tranſport : So that making 
an excuſe for a Moment's Abſence, ſhe 
{cnt in Mrs. Faulconer to him, not doubt- 
ing, but as herſelf had before requeſted, 
he would ſoon engage her upon the To- 
dick of the Fortune, 

Mrs. Faulconer, in order to contribute 
all that was in her Power towards Miſs 
King's Advancement, in the Way herſelf 
ſo much approved, complied; nor had 

ſhe 
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ſhe been long ſeated, before Mr. Smith 
told her, that he preſumed ſhe had been 
apprized by Miſs, of the Occaſion of 
his ſo frequent Viſits. That truly, he 
diſcovered, at every ſucdeſſive Meeting 
ſhe had favoured him with, ſomewhat 
more engaging and valuable, both in 
her natural Endowments, and acquired 
Qualifications, than he had ever before 
remarked, which made him more than 
ordinary. anxious for making her his 
Wife; and then proceeded, to ask what 
Fortune ſne might have? 

Mrs. Faulconer replied, that the Eſti- 
mate he had taken of Miſs King, was 
very far from an unjuſt one: Nor could 
ſhe believe him a curſory Admirer only of 
the young Lady, from the Minuteneſs of 
his Obſervations upon her. For which 
Reaſon, ſhe muſt beg to be plain and 
open with him, that the Lady's Fortune 
was but a round ten thouſand Pounds, 
which perhaps, he might not judge ade- 
quate to his Eſtate, in caſe he ſhould 
prove of the ſame mercenary Principles 
with moſt Men, intended for Husbands, 
in the preſent Age. 

She confeſſed, ſhe had the leſs Suſpi- 
cions of that fort attributable to * 

| or 
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for that the Worth of the Lady was not 
made one of his Queries, introductory to 
his Courtſhip : For in moſt Caſes, added 
ſhe, the Lover's Stock riſes, or falls, pro- 
portionately to the Dividend the Fair 
can produce to him; ſhe could not ſay, 
ſhe told him, though Miſs King might 
have a pretty Fortune as the Times 
went, that ſhe would be able to count 
down what a Man of the Subſtance he 
was reported to poſſeſs, might demand 
upon a Smithfield Bargain. 

I do aſſure you, Madam, ſaid Mr. 
Smith, that the Requeſt I have offered 
to you, relative to Miſs King's Fortune, 
was from no real Motion of my own 
Heart, but ſolely in Compliance with 
her Deſire: For whether ſhe had Poſ- 
ſeſſed much, or little, would neither have 
furthered or retarded my Application 
to her; not but I am glad to hear 
from you, that her Fortune is even be- 
yond my Expectation ; that it may ſi- 
lence thoſe Tongues of my Relations, 
who, in a contrary Caſe, (my Marriage 
proving ſo deſtructive to their Intereſts) 
might have clamoured at my Nuptials, 
and that, with Juſtice too, in the Eye 
of the prejudiced World. 

| Miſs 
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Miſs King by this Time returning, 
Mrs. Faulconer gave Place to her, and 
retired ; when Mr. Smith ſaluting her, 
my Dear, ſaid he, I have done as you 


commanded me; but let me tell you, : 


that I ſee no Reaſon you could have for 
putting me over to Mrs. Faulconer, for 
an Account of your Portion, when you 
might with ſo ample Credit to yourſelf, 
have nominated half the Sum, to a 
richer Man than I 'am, as accompanying 
your Perſon. 

Miſs knew not what Mrs. Faulconer 
had done, nor could ſhe conceive he 
would have laid ſuch a Streſs upon half 
her real Worth : So that truly, ſhe 
ſaid, as Mrs. Faulconer was a better 
Miſtreſs of the exact Sum than herſelf, 
ſhe rather choſe he ſhould hear it from 
her, than from herſelf; that for her own 
Part, ſhe had little thought of it for a 
long Time; but pray, added ſhe, what 
might Mrs. Faulconer now rate it at? 

He told her ten thouſand Pounds; at 
which, Miſs had much ado to ſuppreſs 
all Teſtification of the Joy that fo 
inſtantly ſeized and ſurprized her: For 
this ſhe had learned by his Information, 
not only that ſhe had the moſt * 

0 
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of Benefactreſſes in Mrs. Faulconer, but 
that ſhe might, with juſt Propriety, carry 
her Head ſomewhat loftier than ſhe 
had before done : So that upon treating 
about her Settlement, ſhe held him cloſer 
to her Demands, than otherwiſe ſhe 
could have had the leaſt Pretence to. 
Every Day now Cementing the Familia- 
rity and Freedom with each other 
more and more, all Preliminaries being 
expeditiouſly adjuſted, their Nuptials 
were celebrated at Mrs. Faulconer's, and 
at Mr. Smith's return Home with his 
Bride, Mrs. Faulconer made one of their 
Party. | 
Mrs. Faulconer ſtayed about a Fort- 
Tight with them, at Mrs. Smith's earneſt 
Intreaty, during which Time, ſhe ſaw 
ſo much more of Mr. Smith's real Tem- 
per, than ſhe had ever before an Oppor- 
tunity for, that ſhe left Mr. Smith at laſt 
with theſe Words, that if all her Pene- 
tration failed her not, Mr. Smith had ſo 
little of the native American in him, that 
under diſcreet Behaviour on her Side, 
ſhe could not fail of being a happy 
Woman. | 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XIX. 


Mrs. Faulconer reſolves for India. In- 
powers Mr. Roberts to tranſatt her 
Aﬀairs. Diſſuaſives from the Voyage. 
She is obſtinate. Makes ber Vill. 
Generous Tranſattion with her Ser- 
vants. Viſits Mrs. Smith. Argu- 
ments againſt her Voyage. Anſwered. 
Afﬀetitonate Expreſſion. She ſets ſail. 


RS. Faulconer now living alone, 
without a conſtant Companion 
to elevate her Spirits, upon any Return 
of Melancholy for the long Abſence ſhe 


had ſuſtained of her Husband, without 
the leaſt probable Fixture of the Time. 


of his Return ; ſhe grew daily more and 
more overcome by the Vapours : For 
now more than ten Years had elapſed 
ſince he had left her, and three ſince ſhe 
had heard a Word from him, notwith- 
ſtanding ſhe had wrote to him to come 
over: However, ſhe waſted away ſtill 
another Year, in hopes of ſome favour- 
able Event; when being able to gather 
no News of him, ſhe was forming a Re- 
ſolution in her own Breaſt, for taking a 


Paſſage, 
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Paſſage in the next Shipping for India, 
in order to recover him ; being deter- 
mined rather to become an Exile from 
her native Country, than to continue one 
of the moſt miſerable Creatures in it, 
under an indeterminate Privation of her 
_ Husband. 
She had revolved this for feveral 
Months in her own Mind, till at length 
it became ſo familiar to her, that having 
conquered her Prejudice to the Seas, the 
Climate, the Diſtance, and the Company 
ſhe ſhould there meet with; her Hul- 
| band's Perſon oppoſing itſelf to all that 
had appeared terrible in ſuch a Voyage, 
ſhe contracted with Captain B—t—s for 
her Paſſage and that of a Maid Servant, 
and laid in all Requiſites for the Voyage. 
Having about a Month's ſpare Time 
upon her Hands, before the Veſſel would 
be failing, ſhe returned into the Country, 
to give Orders for the Adjuſtment of her 
Affairs there; when conſidering for how 
long Time ſhe muſt neceſſarily be ab- 
ſent, and probably for much longer than 
ſhe could expect, ſhe poſted away to 
her Couſin Roberts, and ſignifying to him 
her Determination, with much ado pre- 
vailed on him to accept of the over- 
looking; 
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looking her Eſtate, the Collection of its 
Rents apd Revenues, and generally all 
other her Affairs, in her Abſence. 

Mr. Roberts and his Lady, looking 
upon this Scheme of Mrs. Faulconer's as 
one of the maddeſt and moſt deſperate 
they had ever heard of, made uſe of 
every Argument they could any ways 
muſter up againſt it, Would ever any 
Lady upon Earth, they ſaid, Miſtreſs 
of the noble Eſtate the poſſeſſed, and ſo 
delightfully fituated in Life, project a 


Diſmiſſion from every Enjoyment that 


might afford her, merely for the ſake of 


a vagrant, perilous, and deteſtable Courſe, 
that no one who could avoid it, would 
by any means engage in? 

Had ſhe reflected, they ae her, 
how ſhe could reliſh a Jail but for a few 
Weeks, either pent up in ſome noiſome 
Lodging by herſelf, without a Tythe of 
the Conveniencies of Lite about her, or 
elſe commixed with ſuch an Aſſociation 
of abandoned and reprobate Compa- 
nions, as would cauſe the Heart of an 


honeſt and virtuous Woman to tremble - 


at their Curſes, Imprecations, and the 
general Tenor of their Behaviour? If 
ſhe had not as yet exerciſed her Imagina- 


tion 
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tion upon theſe Things, they adviſed her 
impartially to do it forthwith ; and when 
ſhe had filled her Mind with the blackeſt 
Ideas producible from a juſt Delibera- 
tion upon the Place, then to amplify 
them in a tenfold Proportion, and con- 
clude that they would fall tar ſhort of 
that infamous Society ſhe muſt be con- 
Joined to for many Months on board of 
Ship, during fo tedious a Voyage as ſhe 
had projected. 

Mrs. Faulconer allowed, that their Re- 
preſentation of Things might be very 
Juſt, for aught that ſhe could urge to 


the contrary ; but inſiſted, that, as to 


the tortured Body, even a Shift of Poſi- 
tion failed not of adminiſtering ſome 
Relief; fo, the leaſt that ſhe could pro- 
poſe to herſelf from the Voyage would 
be, all that Solace which an Alteration 


of Place could diſpenſe to her diſtracted 


Soul, 

She therefore intreated her Couſins to 
Oppoſe her Reſolves no more ; for that, 
come Life, come Death, ſhe was abſo- 
lute in her Purſuit of them, 


Mr. Roberts at length conſenting to 


tranſact her Affairs in her Abſence, ſhe 


conſtituted him her Attorney for that 


Purpoſe, 
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Purpoſe, and then made her Will ; 


wherein, after ſome few Legacies, ſhe 
appointed him her Executor; and in 
caſe of her Husband's Death before her, 
ſhe made Mrs. Smith her univerſal Heir. 

Having ſettled this with Mr. Roberts, 
ſhe returned home, with Intent to have 
diſperſed her Family ; but upon viewing 


all her Servants, ſome of whom had 


lived many Years with Mrs. Gately, and 
had come to her Hands with the Eſtate 


and reflecting upon the Diſtreſs it muſt 


be to them to be all diſcharged from her 
Family together; and for ſome of the 
Elders of them, who had been many 
Years fixed upon the Freehold, to be of 
a ſudden tranſplanted involuntarily into 
an unaccuſtomed Soil, her Heart be- 
wailing their Diſappointment, ſhe re- 
ſolved not to lay the Difficulty upon 
them z but, as the Expence out of her 
Revenue would be ſo trifling as ſcarce 
to be felt, ſhe called them all together, 
and put it to them ſeverally, which of 
them had any Thoughts of leaving her, 
either at preſent, or at any future deter- 
minate Time; inſiſting upon their ſeve- 
rally giving her a genuine and punctual 
Antwer to her Demand, 

| The 
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The poor Creatures, who all loved 
their Lady as their own Mothers, could 
not but imagine, that ſhe muſt have had 
ſomewhat as officiouſly as falſly repre- 
ſented to her, as either reported, or done 
by them to her Diſhonour, which muſt 
have occaſioned this Queſtion ; but an 
Anſwer being expected directly, her own 
Chambermaid, who faid ſhe could only 
ſpeak for herſelf, replied, that if her 
Lady ſhould find no Objection to her 
Service, ſhe would gladly extend out her 
whole Life in it. 

The Butler, who for the ſeventeen laſt 
Years of his Life had ſerved Mrs. Gately, 
Miſs, and his then preſent Lady, ſaid, 
he humbly hoped his Lady had no View 
of parting with him; aſſuring her, that 
if he had been guilty of the leaſt Of 
fence againſt her, it had been through 
Ignorance, and was wholly unknown to 
him. He had already been ſo long in 
the Family, as to have been ſcheduled 
over to two new Miſtreſſes, and verily 


believed it would break his Heart, 


ſhould he, cauſeleſsly, be diſmiſſed her 

Service, | 
The Houſe-maid ſaid, that though 
ſhe could not plead fo long an Attach- 
ment 
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ment to her Lady, as ſome of the reſt 
of her Fellow-Servants might, yet, the 
Delight wherewith ſhe had ſerved fo hu- 
mane a Lady, for the whole Time ſhe 
had been with her, had ſo engaged her 
to her Place, as to believe ſhe ſhould 
part from it with no leſs Reluctance than 
the oldeft Stander of them all. 

The next, to whom Mrs, Faulconer 
put the ſame Query, was the Cook, who 
profeſſed, that if it ſhould be her For- 
tune to remain a Servant all the Days of 
her Life, ſhe ſhould pray that it might 
be to her then Lady, How long, in- 
deed, ſhe might ſerve her, ſhe could 
not tell, ſhe ſaid ; but whenever ſhe 
ſhould leave her, by her own Conſent, it 
ſhould not be tor any other Service, 

Mrs. Faulconer told her, ſhe ſpoke ſo 
myſteriouſly, that ſhe knew not what to 
make of her, and ordered her to ſpeak 
out, if ſhe had an Intent for leaving her, 
and when ſhe had deſigned it ſhould be. 

Hannah, tor ſo was the Cook's Name, 
faulcering in her Anſwer, and bluſhing 
excecdingly; Madam, ſaid William, who 
as Coachman ſtood next upon the Muſter- 
doll, if your Ladyſhip pleaſes. to give 
me Leave, I will take upon me to help 

Hannah 
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Hannah out a little, in what ſhe may not 
chuſe to divulge in public, before all 
her Fellow-Servants, 


J am fully perſuaded, Madam, added 


he, that Hannah has no Diſlike to your 
Service, from the immenſe Difficulty I 
have found in perſuading her, at length, 
to leave it : For, Madam, continued he, 
to ſpeak but the real Truth, we have ſo 
long been Fellow-Servants here, thatwe 
have each laid up no little Sum of Mo- 
ney, for People in our Stations, which 
we have at length reſolved to join to- 
gether, with our Perſons, in hopes of a 
comfortable Support from thence, in a 
Shop-keeping Way, or elſe in ſome good 
Inn, if any ſuch offers in the Neighbour- 
hood. Now truly, Madam, ſaid he, 
had we been as willing to part from 
you, as I hope we both are for a more 
intimate Union between ourſelves, we 
had neither of us now been your Ser- 
vants ; but the Dread of that has occa- 
ſioned our lingering ſo tediouſly, before 
we could fix our Reſolutions ; and I 
hope, upon the Terms I have men- 
tioned, your Ladyſhip will, in good 
Friendſhip, now releaſe us both. 


In 
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In ſhort, the whole Bench of Servants 
having paſſed through the ſame Exa- 
mination, not one was to be found but 
who profeſſed a Reluctance at the 
Thought of parting from their Lady ; 
which gave her ſo vaſt a Satisfaction, 
that though her Intent remained fixed 
for leaving them, yet ſhe would not diſ- 
miſs them her Service ; but informing 
them of her Voyage, ſhe ordered them 
all to remain in their Places, till herſelf 
ſhould return, if ever ſhe ſhould be fo 
happy 3 if not, and ſhe ſhould die on 


her Voyage, ſhe told them, that her 


Coulin Roberts, to whoſe Care ſhe had 
intruſted all her Concerns, would find 
Orders in her Will for making them all 
happy; and in the mean Time, till her 


Return, would not only conſtantly pay 


them their Wages, but allow them the 
Expences of Houſe-keeping. 

As to you, William and Haunab, ſaid 
Mrs. Faulconer, I give you your Option, 
cither to ſtay or go; but in the former 
Caſe, lay no Reſtraint upen you againſt 
Matrimony, in which Situation your 
Wages and Board ſhall be allowed you, 
With other of my Servants, unleſs you 
ſhall rather chooſe to depart ; and then 

Vor. I. N I will 
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J will leave Orders with Mr. Roberts to 
pay you a Hundred Pounds, to ſet you 
both forwards with. 

I have one Charge, added ſhe, that! 
mult leave with you all, and wherein J 
hope you will obey me; that is, in my 
Abſence, to live prudently, diſcreetly, 
and virtuouſly ; for Idleneſs begets Wan- 
tonneſs, and is the Parent of moſt Vices; 
therefore, keep yourſelves employed, 
keep regular Hours, and be temperate; 
attend the Church-Service ſo oft as it is 
performed, as you will have no Avoca- 
tion from it; be attentive there, covet 

Inſtruction, and practiſe whatever good 
Notions you imbibe there: For this, 
whether ever you ſee me again, or not, 
will be a Portion neither ſubject to Time, 
or Accidents in Life, to bereave you of. 

Mrs. Faulconer's Behaviour had filled 
her Servants Hearts ſo brim full of Gra- 
titude, that their Affection for ſo tender 
a Lady, and the Dread of her leaving 
them, fo over-charged them with Sor- 
row, that they were unable, by their 
— Tongues, to expreſs the Senſe they had 
of her Goodneſs to them; but what they 
wanted in Words, was made up by their 
Tears, for their expected Loſs of = 
when 
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when perceiving them all under ſuch 
Confuſion, :ſhe withdrew herſelf from 
the melancholy pleaſing Spectacle, and 
left them, 

She had now only a Viſit to pay to 
Mrs. Smith, before ſhe ſet out for London 
to embark z and this ſhe was obliged to 
be expeditious in, left ſhe might arrive 
too late for her Purpoſe ; which, after 
the Solemnity of her Preparations, would 
have proved an irrecoverable Diſappaint- 
ment to her. 

She forthwith let Mrs. Smith into her 
Deſign, who was ſo ſhocked at the un- 
exampled Reſolution, that ſhe took her 
roundly to Task, for daring to attempt 
ſo preſumptuous an Undertaking ; and 
not only by herſelf, but her Husband 


alſo, who had ſeveral times croſſed the 


Seas, painted the Raſhneſs of the Enter- 
prize in ſuch tremendous Colours to her, 
as might have terrified a Heart Jets re- 
ſolved than that of Mrs. Faulconer, who 
with the moſt placid Countenance ima- 
ginable, having received the briskeſt of 
their Fire, replied, that juſtly, indeed, 
had ſhe fallen under their Cenſures, had 
ihe formed ſuch a Deſign, without pre- 
viouſly weighing its Conſequences. 

N 2 She 
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She aſſured them, that there was little 
of what ſhe had heard from them, nor 
indeed any thing of it that was moſt 
material, but what ſhe had already 


brought to Account, not only under the 


molt diſmal Circumſtances that it could 
really be attended with, but even the 
moſt extravagant that Imagination could 
depict. She had repreſented to herſelf 
the Contention of all the Elements, in 
their moſt collected Rage and implaca- 
ble Fury, with herſelf, ſubjected to their 
Mercy ; the hopeleſs Condition of the 
Mariners, even to the ſpliting of the 
Timbers under her, and her Deſcent 
with the whole Crew to the Bottom of 
the Ocean ; but would retort upon her- 
ſelf preſently, What of all this? Is 
there any thing near ſo abhorrent in be- 
ing no more, as 1n living for ever from 
my Husband ? | 

Can it be poſſible, think you, my 
Dear, ſaid ſhe to Mrs. Smith, that I can 
ſubſiſt free from a continued and im- 
petuous Commotion in my own Boſom, 
as a widowed Virgin, deprived not only 
of my moſt dear Husband's Perſon, but 
of all Certainty of his very Exiſtence ? 
and this, not only for a certain Time, 


With 
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with hope of ſpeedy Information, but 
indefinitely ? Could you, Child, added 


ſhe, decline to run all Riſques, and not, 
rather than drag the weighty Clog of 
Life, gauled and fatigued with the pon- 
derous Burden, face the acuteſt Dan- 
gers with intrepid Heart, in Proſecution 
of your only Hope, where only caſual 


Death, in Poſſibility, might interpoſe, to 


render your Wiſhes abortive ? 

How many daily traverſe the great 
Ocean, through pathleſs Waters, tend- 
ing to the Point that I now aim at, and 
yet return ſucceſsful for their Toll ? 
Then why not I? who equally rely upon 
the Aid of Providence on Water as on 
Land, on whatſoever Soil it matters not; 
the almighty Arm is not confined to 
Place; but the whole Univerſe being 
alike his Work, 1s ſo alike his Care, 

Am I then, think ye, more infamous 
than all others who ſail the Ocean, that 
Vengeance ſhould await me there, whilſt 
others eſcape ? I will not think ſo, know- 


ing otherwiſe; and then, why ſtand not 


I full fair for that Protection which fo 
many Thouſands annually enjoy ? 1 
may reach ſafe to this deſired Shure, 


and 
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and may return again; if no more happy 
in recovering my Husband, yet with 
this Certainty, to curb my Sorrows, that 
I ſhall know him loſt; when Judgment 
and Religion both forbid immoderate 
Grief for what is paſt Recall. 
Suppoſe the worſt; I periſh in the 
Voyage ; I am then at reſt, nor fear I 
to be happy. 5 
Enervate not my Reſolution by your 
Tears, my Dear, added Mrs. Faulconer; 
this may be ordered by unerring Gui- 
dance, to reinſtate you in your Heritage, 
by my Deceaſe ; for I have left my Will 
in Mr. Roberts's Hand, wherein I have 
given you near all that I received, 
through the Bounty of your Relations 
to me; and ſurely, that may well com- 
penſate your Loſs of ſuch a Wretch as 
I am. OP 
O! no, my Dear, ſaid Mrs. Smith, 
rather let me periſh on ſome Dunghill, 
in need of every Support of a human 
Being; or let theſe Hands, in vileſt 
Drudgery, by arduous Labour, earn 
the Pittance that only may ſupport this 
brittle Fabrick from a total Fall, than 
Millions ſhould be added to my Store, 


by 


arn 
this 


Ore, 
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a by the Lols of a ſingle Hair from the 
Head of my moſt truſty Friend and 
generous Benefactreſs. 


The Time being now arrived that 


theſe two Ladies muſt be ſeparated, 
their Farewel was ſo moving that Mr. 


Smith could no ways ſtand it; but left 
them to themſelves, to breathe their 
Wailings in each others Boſoms; till 
Mrs. Faulconer ordering her Coach, took 
Courage to ſalute and leave Mrs. Smith, 
ordering the Coachman to take the direct 
Road to London. | 
Mrs. Faulconer had ſo many Af- 
fairs to ſettle, and ſo many Things to 
do, before ſhe left the Country, that 
ſhe had exceeded by about three Days 
the 'Time the Captain had hmited her 
to; but he telling her he ſhould fail 
about ſuch a Time, ſhe could not con- 


. ceive he would have been fo punctual, 


as the after found he had; for upon her 
Arrival in Town, ſhe was informed that 
he had fallen down to Graveſend three 
or four Days before, and that it was 
believed he was by that Time failed for 
the Downs ; ſo that ſtaying but one 


Night in Town, though ſhe had many 


Things 
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Things to buy for taking with her, ſhe 
ſet forwards for the Coaſt of Suſſex in 
the Morning, and by good Fortune got 
on board there; where we ſhall leave 
her, purſuing her Voyage, till we ſhall 
have Occaſion, in the next Volume, 
to give ſome Account of the Succeſs 
of it. 


End of the Firſt Volume. 
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